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TRIBAL LOBBYING MATTERS

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2005

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m. in room 216,
Senate Hart Building, Hon. John McCain (chairman of the commit-
tee) presiding.

Present: Senators McCain, Akaka, Burr, Cantwell, Coburn,
Conrad, Crapo, Domenici, Dorgan, Inouye, Johnson, Murkowski,
Smith, and Thomas.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN McCAIN, U.S. SENATOR FROM
ARIZONA, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The CHAIRMAN. Good morning.

Last year, this committee launched its investigation into serious
allegations of misconduct levied by a number of Indian tribes
against their former lobbyist, Jack Abramoff and political consult-
ant Michael Scanlon. The picture painted by an earlier Washington
Post article about the duo had given cause for grave concern.

Little did we know then what a complex and tangled web we
would begin to unravel. Some may have known. According to one
e-mail sent by former Abramoff associate Kevin Ring on February
22, 2004 to a colleague, “I know more than the article and the
truth is worse.” Indeed, the truth has proven much, much worse.

The story is alarming in its depth and breadth of potential
wrongdoing. It is breathtaking in its reach. It has spanned across
the United States, sweeping up a number of tribes, the Coushatta
Tribe of Louisiana, the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, the
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan, the Agua Caliente
Band in Palm Springs, the Tigua Indians of El Paso, and the Pueb-
lo Sandia Tribe of New Mexico.

It has taken us from tribal reservations across the land to luxury
sports boxes here in town; from a sham international think tank
in Rehoboth Beach, DE, to a sniper workshop in Israel, and then
beyond. But let us not forget that the unifying threads of this en-
tire investigation have been the astronomical fees the tribes paid
Michael Scanlon, where those fees ultimately went, and why.

Recall that between 2001 and 2004, six tribes paid more than
$66 million to Michael Scanlon’s company, Capitol Campaign Strat-
egies, and its affiliates. Remember, too, what the $66 million figure
does not include. The $66 million does not include payments made
by the tribes for lobbying services provided by Greenberg Traurig.
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The $66 million does not include the substantial payments made
by the tribes directly to other entities owned or controlled by
Abramoff, such as the Capital Athletic Foundation. The $66 million
does not include the substantial political and dubious charitable
contributions that the tribes made at Mr. Abramoff’s direction. The
$66 million only includes the payments by the tribes to Mr. Scan-
lon’s companies.

The revelations in the Washington Post’s February 22, 2004 arti-
cle sparked many reactions. Upon its publication, Mr. Ring wrote
again to his colleague: “Now what do you think of my partner
Jack? Not too shady, huh?” Mr. Ring’s colleague could only reply,
“That is a lot of cake.” It was. Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon con-
sidered the Coushatta to be the biggest slice.

In a September 10, 2001 e-mail, Mr. Abramoff asked Mr. Scan-
lon, “Can you let me know how much more, than the current
$660,000, we would each score should Coushatta come through for
this phase and Choctaw continue to make the transfers. I need to
assess where I am at for the school’s sake.” Mr. Scanlon replied,
“Coushatta is an absolute cakewalk. Your cut on the project as pro-
posed is at least $800,000.”

All in all, Mr. Scanlon reported that Mr. Abramoff would get at
that time $1.5 million on top of the $660,000, for a total of $2.1
million. Mr. Abramoff heaped praise on his partner: “How can I say
this strongly enough? You iz da man!”

Mr. Scanlon, however, was not content with the $2.1 million. He
exhorted Mr. Abramoff in that same e-mail, “Let’s grow that $2.1
million to $5 million. We need the true ‘gimme five’.” “Gimme five,”
as we learned from the last hearing, was Mr. Abramoff's and Mr.
Scanlon’s code phrase for their alleged money-making scheme. Mr.
Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon apparently convinced the tribes to pay
grossly inflated fees to Mr. Scanlon’s companies.

How did they do this? According to Mr. Ring’s February 22, 2004
e-mail, Mr. Abramoff, “talks tribes into hiring Scanlon.” Ultimately,
the two men each reaped at least $21 million in profit.

Almost 6 months after the “cake walk” exchange, Mr. Abramoff
and Mr. Scanlon tried to achieve the true “gimme five” with the
Coushatta. While Mr. Scanlon was drafting a grassroots proposal
for the tribe, Mr. Abramoff guided him in a March 12, 2002 e-mail:
“It is great, but don’t give the option of shaving costs. Of course,
they should do all at once, and there are no savings!!!, otherwise
we will sacrifice $2 million that they would otherwise gladly pay.”

Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon saw the Coushatta as their
“money train.” Mr. Abramoff summed it up in his June 2, 2002 e-
mail to Mr. Scanlon, “They are ripe for more pickings. We have to
figure out how.”

The committee has tried to determine how expensive the money
train was. Preliminarily, the committee has determined that in less
than 3 years, the tribe paid Capital Campaign Strategies over
$26.6 million; American International Center another $3.6 million;
and the Capital Athletic Foundation $1 million, for a grand total
of almost $32 million.

Again, that does not include lobbying fees paid to Greenberg
Traurig at a rate of $125,000 per month. Thirty-two million dollars
is an astounding number over such a short period of time. When
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one examines what benefits the tribe actually derived, some may
say the payments were almost criminal.

Today, we have with us Kevin Sickey, the current chairman of
the tribe, and David Sickey, a current council member. We also
have with us William Worfel, the tribe’s former vice chairman, and
Kathryn Van Hoof, the tribe’s former general counsel. I want to
thank them and the tribe for their continuing cooperation with the
committee’s investigation. I am interested to hear their reaction to
the evidence presented today.

Although the questionable transactions in which Mr. Abramoff
and Mr. Scanlon engaged are too numerous to cover in this hear-
ing, I want to focus on an illustrative few. Take, for example, $3.17
million that Mr. Scanlon requested from the Coushatta for the Lou-
isiana Battleground Program.

In an October 24, 2001 e-mail, Mr. Abramoff wrote to Mr. Scan-
lon, “I want to see if we can pump up our LDA for the second-half
to make sure we do not fall out of the top 10. I can achieve this
if T can run some of the money for the Coushattas through the
firm, then get it to CCS.” Concerned, Mr. Scanlon asked, “Are you
sure Baggett will let you rip it back out?” Mr Abramoff responded,
“If not, it will be a cold day in hell that they get this check from
my grubby hands.”

To get the money into Greenberg Traurig, Scanlon made the
pitch to Kathryn Van Hoof, outside counsel to the Coushatta at the
time. “We broke this into two invoices, one to be paid to Greenberg
Traurig for $1 million and one paid to Capitol Campaign Strate-
gies, GT’s public affairs entity, for the balance. We usually just in-
voice through Capitol Campaign Strategies, so the lawyers at the
firm rest easy, while we are out burning the countryside. In this
instance, however, we plan to do some things through the law firm
umbrella due to their highly sensitive nature and confidentiality
reasons. I hate hiding behind lawyers, but we are going to do some
crazy stuff on this one so I guess it is okay.”

The attached invoice Mr. Scanlon submitted under Greenberg
Traurig’s name identified the purpose of the payment as “public af-
fairs services.” It appears that at no point did Mr. Scanlon or Mr.
Abramoff tell the Coushatta that their money would be used for
anything other than political activities.

But that $1 million never went to the tribe’s political activities.
At Mr. Abramoff’s direction, it instead padded the coffers of the
Capital Athletic Foundation, Jack Abramoff’s private charity.
Greenberg Traurig, too, was deceived in this transaction. To extract
the money from Greenberg Traurig’s trust accounts, Mr. Abramoff
told the firm that the Coushatta knew about the payment to the
Foundation and had authorized it.

Let me be clear. The tribe did not know about and had not ap-
proved the transaction. Certainly, the tribe had no intention of pro-
viding what turned out to be the seed money for Abramoff’s private
charity. I think the Department of Justice and the Internal Reve-
nue Service will be interested in this apparently fraudulent and
tax-evasive transaction.

I want to stop for a moment and recognize Greenberg Traurig
and its able lawyers at Williams and Connolly. I know this chapter
in the firm’s history is embarrassing and painful in many ways,
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but I want the record to reflect that consistent with their profes-
sional obligations, Greenberg Traurig and its counsel have always
been responsive to the committee’s requests; always made them-
selves available to answer questions; and have always conducted
themselves with dignity and professionalism in these trying cir-
cumstances. I thank them for their assistance in this investigation.

Now, if you look back at Mr. Scanlon’s e-mail to Ms. Van Hoof,
we need to ask: How did Capitol Campaign Strategies spend the
other $2.17 million it requested? According to Capitol Campaign
Strategies’ internal records, a small part was paid to outside ven-
dors for actual work before Mr. Scanlon began to raid it. On No-
vember 2, 2001, Mr. Scanlon took $1.4 million as a shareholder
draw. Later entries in the CCS accounting ledger show at least
$115,000 apparently going for Mr. Scanlon’s wedding which did not
happen. Of course, Mr. Scanlon ultimately paid some to Mr.
Abramoff.

What happened to the more than $4 million the tribe paid to
CCS on January 18, 2002 for another of Mr. Scanlon’s “high-oc-
tane” programs? Mr. Scanlon withdrew the first $1.9 million as a
shareholder draw. He paid another $20,000 to Jon van Horn, who
was at that time an employee of Greenberg Traurig. Mr. Scanlon
then paid $2.7 million to Kaygold, Mr. Abramoff’s alter-ego.

And where did the $2.3 million that the Coushatta paid into the
American International Center on April 9, 2003 go? Four days after
its receipt, $991,000 went to Kaygold, Jack Abramoff’s company.
Another $1.3 million went to Capitol Campaign Strategies on April
22. From there, $15,000 was paid to a research company for work
performed. Michael Scanlon drew down $1.4 million, apparently for
work on his house, personal expenses and as a general shareholder
draw.

Where it went after that, the committee cannot yet say. What it
can say, however, is that the Coushatta apparently received little
of the intended benefit for the vast sums it paid. During his pitch
to the tribes, Mr. Scanlon made much of the databases he sold
them. He called them customized and state of the art. They were
technological wonders that contained everything from voter pref-
erences to opposition research. He claimed that his company con-
structed, maintained and updated them.

But “high-technology” came at a steep price, according to Mr.
Scanlon. In his October 23, 2001 memorandum to the tribe about
their Battleground Program, Mr. Scanlon claimed that modifying
the tribe’s already existing database would cost $1,345,000. In the
Coushatta political program, Mr. Scanlon pitched in 2003, for
which the tribe paid millions of dollars, he claimed that “we are
well underway in what is the most significant part of the 2003 pro-
gram, and quite frankly the most expensive part of the program
thus far.” Yet Mr. Scanlon paid no more than $105,000 for the
Coushatta database. His company did not construct it. He
outsourced the database to another company.

We are fortunate to have with us today B.R. McConnon, the
president of Democracy Data and Communications, the vendor that
actually provided the software program and constructed the data-
base. I think his testimony will be instructive on this issue and I
thank him for his appearance and cooperation.
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I could continue identifying other individual transactions, but our
time today is limited. Suffice it to say that Mr. Scanlon and Mr.
Abramoff made much money off the Coushatta.

Today, the committee will also examine certain issues related to
a nonprofit called the Council of Republicans for Environmental
Advocacy, commonly known as CREA. Information in the commit-
tee’s possession indicates that Mr. Abramoff directed at least four
of his tribal clients to contribute no less than $250,000 to this orga-
nization from 2001-03. The question is why. The committee can
point to nothing that the CREA did for the tribes in particular, or
on Native American issues in general, that merited such generos-
ity.

In fact, documents obtained in the course of the investigation
suggest that Mr. Abramoff might have had his tribal clients pay so
much because he perceived that CREA’s president, Italia Federici,
would help him get inside information about, and possibly influ-
ence, tribal issues pending at the Department of the Interior. Inter-
nal business communications between Mr. Abramoff and his associ-
ates reflect that Mr. Abramoff believed that Ms. Federici had
“Juice” at the Department of the Interior and deemed her “critical”
to his tribal lobbying practice. Whether she actually did have ac-
cess and influence or whether she was just saying so to have Mr.
Abramoff’s tribes continue their donations is a question I hope is
answered today.

Whatever the answer, one point should be made clear, and I be-
lieve all the witnesses on the fourth panel will agree. There has
been no evidence to suggest that Secretary Norton knew of, much
less sanctioned, Mr. Abramoff or anyone else using her name in
seeking fees and donations from Native Americans. To suggest oth-
erwise based on the current record would do a great disservice to
the Secretary.

This hearing brings the committee one step closer to concluding
its investigation. Over the next few months, the committee will
continue its work and early next year it will prepare an appro-
priate report. Of course, should the evidence warrant, the commit-
tee will conduct further hearings.

As T sit here today, I cannot say what specific legislative rem-
edies will result from this investigation. Clearly, lobbying reform is
one of the issues that will be addressed. Whatever those remedies,
I sincerely hope that the sanitizing light of public scrutiny shed on
these lobbying practices has benefitted not just the affected tribes,
not just Indian country, but all who participate in and are part of
our great democratic process.

Finally, in preparation for this hearing, Vice Chairman Dorgan
has asked that certain documents produced in response to commit-
tee subpoenas in this matter that he is keenly interested in be
made part of the record. I have likewise asked that certain docu-
ments be made part of the record. I now ask for unanimous concur-
rence that both sets of documents, which were exchanged and
agreed upon before today’s hearing, be made part of the record.

Finally, I believe that Ms. Federici is not here. Is that correct?
As far as we know, Ms. Federici has not chosen to respond to sub-
poena or we have been unable to subpoena her. As I wrote to her
lawyer, we will have another hearing with her as the witness at
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whatever time we are able to track her down. It is very unfortu-
nate that she has chosen not to cooperate in this hearing.
Senator Dorgan.

STATEMENT OF HON. BYRON L. DORGAN, U.S. SENATOR FROM
NORTH DAKOTA, VICE CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON INDIAN
AFFAIRS

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Chairman, I will not repeat much of what
you have added. However, I do have a statement of some length.

Let me say that when this committee began this odyssey some
long while ago, I doubt if any of us would have imagined the tan-
gled web that we would have uncovered. Schemes and personal-
ities; it is a little like a bad novel with many characters and sub-
plots. Each additional hearing has raised even more questions and
added to the bizarre twists of the story. Each successive hearing
has also increased my concern about a political system that in
these circumstances seemed to encourage and reward unethical be-
havior.

While the committee has focused on the corruption and greed of
two individuals, in particular Jack Abramoff and Michael Scanlon,
I think in some ways they are symptomatic of larger problems. We
only need to open the newspaper each morning to read of the latest
scandals.

One person has been indicted, in fact, in part for giving false in-
formation to this committee during this investigation. Our staff has
received information indicating there have been other attempts to
obstruct this investigation. Our staff has received reports and ques-
tions of senior Government officials interceding on behalf of friends
in Government decisionmaking.

It is my hope that when the final report is written on this inves-
tigation, it not only recounts the facts and recognizes the illegal
and unethical conduct that has occurred, but that it will address
what is at the heart of why we sit on this dais today. We cannot
change the ethics or the moral conduct of those who decide for their
own reasons to break the law or make a living deceiving people,
but this Congress can tighten up on the laws to ensure full disclo-
sure and transparency, that it becomes a practice, not just a con-
cept.

I thank the Chairman and his staff for their persistence in seek-
ing the truth and making sense of the morass of information that
we have received. I particularly appreciate the respectful manner
in which the committee has worked with the tribes during the
course of the investigation. Our focus has been on fraud and decep-
tion committed against the tribes as the committee’s congressional
mandate encompasses all issues affecting Native Americans and
the unique trust relationship that they share with the Federal Gov-
ernment. But it needs to be emphasized that the fraud and decep-
tion committed by Mr. Abramoff and his cohorts reached well be-
yond the tribes.

At the committee’s hearing in June of this year, we heard from
witnesses about the fraud that was committed against the Choctaw
Tribe in Mississippi. In preparation for that hearing, we uncovered
a number of questionable transactions involving tax-exempt chari-
table organizations.
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Subsequent to that hearing, the Chairman and Ranking Member
of the Senate Finance Committee have written us requesting that
this committee provide them with documents that fall within the
jurisdiction of the Finance Committee about the use or potential
misuse of 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations. It is my under-
standing that we will provide those documents and pertinent cor-
respondence following today’s hearing to the Senate Finance Com-
mittee.

The fraudulent activities that the investigation has discovered
really almost know no boundaries, not by committee jurisdiction,
geography, greed or deception. Our ‘staffs working together have re-
viewed over 500,000 documents, documents that tell a complicated
and tortured tale of influence- peddhng, friends betraying friends
for political and monetary gain, and sadly, of many innocent vic-
tims who were unwittingly snared into a web of deceit.

Our focus today is on the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, a tribe
that spent a stunning $37 million on Mr. Abramoff and many of
his schemes. Documents suggest that while some of this money was
spent on legitimate lobbying activities, an alarming amount can be
tracked to the pockets and personal interests of Mr. Abramoff and
Michael Scanlon. During the period from February 2001 to March
2004 when the tribe was represented by Greenberg Traurig, the
Coushattas have two major goals: First, to renew its compact with
the State of Louisiana; and second, to protect its financial turf by
keeping out gaming competitors.

To be fair, Mr. Chairman, in the beginning the overall goals of
the tribe were for the most part achieved. However, along the way
it appears that about two-thirds or something nearing that of the
money paid by the tribe was skimmed off the top by Mr. Abramoff
and Mr. Scanlon, through Mr. Scanlon’s company called Capitol
Campaign Strategies. These millions could have been directed in
other ways, creating new jobs, providing health care for tribal
members and so on, but instead it appears it helped pay for a very
expensive wedding, seaside mansion, a charitable foundation; char-
itable, I might add, only to Mr. Abramoff. I think that once again
it calls into question judgment and ethics and the morals of those
who have been involved in this.

I want to note that the Indian tribes were not Mr. Abramoff’s
only targets. His pitch to potential clients was in fact global. For
him, it was a simple proposition. If they had money, he offered ac-
cess and influence.

In 2003, he offered to arrange for the President of Gabon a visit
with President Bush, Members of Congress, and other policy opin-
ion-makers in the Umted States in exchange for $1 million. To
close the deal, he told the President of Gabon that he was “willing
to travel to Western Africa at the conclusion of his visit to Scotland
with Congressmen and Senators I take there each year. It is pos-
sible they will want to join me in Gabon, which would be an extra
bonus.” That arrangement was not concluded, but it shows the
global reach and the interests of influence.

The experience of the Coushatta Tribe continues themes we have
seen in previous hearings. There is substantial evidence the tribe
received value for some of the lobbying fees but a lot of it, we may
never know exactly how much, was siphoned off by Mr. Abramoff
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and Mr. Scanlon. The excessive amount of money involved, a stag-
gering $37 million, magnifies the situation. Influence-peddling ap-
pears to have reached new heights. The use of shell companies, so-
called charitable organizations, to hide the sources of money has
been found to be even more robust.

In two instances, Mr. Abramoff asked the Coushattas to contrib-
ute to the Council of Republicans for Environmental Advocacy, or
CREA, a business-backed 501(c)(4) environmental group. The exec-
utive director of CREA is the person that Senator McCain indicated
has failed to show for today’s hearing under subpoena, and will be
asked to appear by herself, I understand, at the next hearing, and
we will have a hearing that devotes itself exclusively to her recol-
lection of events. But the e-mail traffic suggests that Mr. Abramoff
expected the executive director of CREA to do his own bidding with
a close friend of hers a top official at the Department of the Inte-
rior who is testifying today.

According to the former tribal Vice Chairman William Worfel,
the tribe was asked by Abramoff to contribute $50,000 to CREA to
pay for a Department of the Interior study on the national park
system that allegedly the department could not afford. The con-
tribution was made to CREA, which by the way is not affiliated
with the Department of the Interior except by friendships. We have
so far found no evidence that a study was ever conducted. Later,
the tribe gave $100,000 to CREA and Italia Federici, the head of
CREA she thanked Abramoff for the generosity, saying that with-
out contributions that Abramoff arranged, CREA would not have
been able to pay for the half-page ad in the Washington Post sup-
porting President Bush’s energy plan.

As Mr. Abramoff had learned with other clients, mobilizing and
manipulating the Christian Coalition was also an effective way to
turn back potential gaming competitors. The e-mail traffic in pre-
vious hearings and this hearing that will be released shows that
with the Coushatta situation, it was no different than the other
tribes that we discussed previously, but the stakes were even high-
er.
No surprise then that Mr. Abramoff called his friend at Century
Strategies, Ralph Reed, for assistance. No surprise, either, that a
decision was made to send Mr. Reed’s compensation through a
number of entities to hide its origin. At the request of Mr. Reed,
the Coushatta, like the Choctaw before them, routed their funds to
him through a variety of entities because of his concern about
being publicly associated with gaming money.

The tribe’s outside counsel in an interview with committee staff
described how in one instance $400,000 flowed from casino reve-
nues to Southern Underwriters, a company owned by tribal con-
tractor Aubrey Temple, to the American International Center, and
then on to Mr. Reed’s company, Century Strategies. The counsel in-
dicated it was no secret about who the intended ultimate recipient
was. She also said the only revenues available to the Coushatta
were from their gaming enterprise, so anyone paid by the tribe was
being paid by gaming revenue.

Mr. Abramoff gained the trust of the Coushattas. He not only
portrayed himself as a friend of some of the most powerful people
in the world, he actually delivered them. Letters from Members of



9

Congress, many of whom were not from Louisiana, appeared at the
Department of the Interior opposing gaming expansion in Louisi-
ana, which would have had the practical effect of protecting the
Coushatta gaming turf.

Through Abramoff’s connections, the Coushatta were invited to
the White House to have a photo taken with the President. The
Coushatta trusted Abramoff so much that when he asked them to
send $1 million to his firm, they assumed it was a legitimate busi-
ness expense.

Abramoff’s firm trusted him, too, and when the $1 million check
arrived, they followed his directions and ran it through their cor-
porate trust account and rewrote it to the Capital Athletic Founda-
tion. Little did the tribe or the law firm know this particular $1
million provided the seed money for the Capital Athletic Fund,
which we discovered in the last hearing was operated as Mr.
Abramoff’s personal charity, among other things used to start a
school for his children and others and to pay for sniper education
in Israel.

Mr. Chairman, finally, we have a number of witnesses with us
today who can speak to many transactions and schemes that I have
described and you have described. As human beings, we are often
exposed to the same set of facts and circumstances, yet perceive
them differently. The task of this committee is to sort through the
facts and perceptions to gain clarity into what happened, where
clarity sometimes might seem out of reach. In this case, Mr. Chair-
man, clarity at least shows me, and I think shows you, a pretty
seamy side of American politics and influence-peddling.

I look forward today to hearing from the witnesses.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Thomas.

STATEMENT OF HON. CRAIG THOMAS, U.S. SENATOR FROM
WYOMING

Senator THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will be very brief
so we can get on with the hearing.

I want to thank you, of course, for all the interest you have taken
in this. It is a tough issue and certainly it is one that is important
to this country and to this committee. We have heard a great deal
about it and the public needs to know more about it. It is my un-
derstanding that the Justice Department really has the role in
doing this, and I think we ought to limit ourselves to what our role
ought to be as a legislative committee.

I also think, frankly, we are talking about these dollars, maybe
it would be 1nterest1ng to know that the tribes that are usually
short of money are giving $35 million or $40 million for lobbying.
I think that is kind of an interesting technique that I have not
heard much about. So I think you ought to expand your scope a lit-
tle bit on that.

We learn from experience, but I hope pretty soon, Mr. Chairman,
we can wind this up and move on with some of the other issues
that affect the tribes in this country.

I want to welcome my friend Steve Griles here, the Deputy Inte-
rior Secretary in the past, who has done a great job, and thank you
for being able to be here.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Thomas.
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Our first panel is Kevin Sickey, the chairman of the Coushatta
Tribe of Louisiana; and David Sickey, the council member of the
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana. Welcome to both witnesses. We will
begin with you, Chairman Kevin Sickey. Please proceed.

STATEMENT OF KEVIN SICKEY, CHAIRMAN, COUSHATTA
TRIBE OF LOUISIANA

Mr. KEVIN SICKEY. Good morning, Chairman McCain, Senator
Dorgan, and distinguished members of this committee.

I am Kevin Sickey, chairman of the Coushatta Tribe of Louisi-
ana. With me at the table is my brother and council member David
Sickey and the tribal attorney Jimmy Faircloth.

I would also like to recognize tribal council member Tee LaBuff
and the members of our tribe who made this trip to attend this
hearing. Many of these tribal members were the first to suspect
that something had gone terribly wrong with the lobbyist Jack
Abramoff and Mike Scanlon, so it is appropriate that these tribal
members are present for this proceeding. At one time, they were
referred to as dissidents for questioning the lobbyists’ actions, a
label provided by the lobbyists to divert suspicion from their own
activities.

We are grateful for the opportunity to appear before this impor-
tant committee. Your staff has been cooperative and respectful and
we appreciate their hard work.

We will divide our opening statement into two parts. First, I will
provide a brief history of our tribe and I will explain our govern-
ment and the political environment that lobbyists used to their ad-
vantage. And I will comment briefly on the harm caused by their
fraud. Obviously, the information the committee is making public
today is both shocking and is deeply disturbing to me, both as
chairman of the tribe and as a tribal member.

Following my brief comments, Councilman Sickey will provide a
broad overview of some of the things we discovered in our own re-
view. Before we proceed, however, I must respectfully qualify our
testimony. Neither Councilman Sickey nor I had any direct deal-
ings with Mr. Abramoff or Mr. Scanlon.

We were not involved in the decision to hire these lobbyists, nor
were we involved in any aspect of coordinating their work. We are
both reluctant to speculate about the conduct and motives of the
lobbyists. I suspect that any such speculation or conjecture will not
aid the work of this committee.

Finally, because we are currently involved in litigation about
these events, we must be cautious in our comments concerning the
actions of others.

We are descendants of the Creek Confederacy from the Muskogee
family of tribes. Our ancestors were stripped of 22 million acres of
land by the United States following the Creek War in 1814. Ap-
proximately 50 years later, a small band of Coushattas settled in
the Calcasieu River area near Kinder, LA.

In 1884, they were forced to move again when homesteaders
began claiming their land. They then purchased a small tract of
land 3 miles north of Elton, LA. In 1898, the United States placed
160 acres of land into trust for the tribe. Unfortunately, the trust
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was revoked in 1953, which began a 20-year struggle for re-recogni-
tion.

In 1973, the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana was again recognized,
and 7 years later our reservation was again formally established.
In 1985, we held our first election of leaders by popular vote. We
then established our own judicial system, police department, hous-
ing authority and many other social programs.

Today, our tribe consists of over 850 members, approximately
400 of whom live in the Coushatta community. We are proud of our
culture and heritage, and we are dedicated to maintaining the sov-
ereignty that generations of our ancestors sacrificed and even died
to protect.

Our casino and resort opened in January 1995, and since then
we have been blessed with economic prosperity. We employ ap-
proximately 2,800 people, with a total annual payroll in the range
of $80 million. We purchase goods and services from Louisiana ven-
dors in the range of $40 million per year. And we contribute ap-
proximately $7 million per year to State and local governments. We
are proud to be a vital part of the economy of southwest Louisiana.

This brief period of prosperity follows hundreds of years of unjust
treatment by outsiders, which resulted in abject poverty and hard-
ship within the tribe. This is why it is particularly painful that,
after all those terrible years, our tribe again has been preyed upon
by outsiders.

But on this occasion, at least we are in good company. Certainly
within the modern era, no victimization of Native Americans has
received so much attention, no doubt because the underlying scan-
dal has touched so many influential people. Nevertheless, we deep-
ly appreciate the actions of this committee in bringing this matter
to light.

Our tribe is governed by an elected council consisting of a chair-
man and four council members. None of the current council mem-
bers were in office when Mr. Abramoff was hired in early 2001.
Councilman Sickey took office in 2003. He had no direct contact
with either Mr. Abramoff or Mr. Scanlon and very little knowledge
o}f; their activities. In fact, he became a vocal spokesperson against
them.

Council members LaBuff, Verlis Williams, and I took office this
past June. One of our council seats is currently vacant. This whole-
sale change in leadership was in large part a result of the mess
created by Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon.

While Indian county has seen so many con-men throughout his-
tory, few, if any, were as skilled as Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon
at creating and then preying on our insecurities. They preyed upon
our political insecurities, they preyed upon our economic insecu-
rities, and they preyed upon our insecurities about each other.

Our political system is no more turbulent than any other. We,
too, have cycles in leadership and influence, and it 0ccas10nally
turns partisan. The lobbyists came to our tribe during one of these
transition periods, and they viewed this as an opportunity for ex-
ploitation.

To any decent person, vulnerability in others provides an oppor-
tunity to help, but to con-men like Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon,
our vulnerability simply provided an opportunity to steal. And they
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hit the jackpot with us, a Native American tribe with a fairly new
casino in the midst of a political transition, and naive to the under-
world of governmental affairs.

They inserted themselves into our internal tribal politics, ex-
cluded and attempted to discredited those who questioned or op-
posed them, and deliberately created paranoia on both sides by ex-
aggerating threats from inside and outside the tribe. They exagger-
ated political threats and they exaggerated economic threats. Then
they exaggerated their ability to deal with these exaggerated
threats. And in the midst of this, they incited political upheaval to
provide cover for their scheme to steal millions of dollars.

We are pleased to report that the political storm within the tribe
has calmed. And we are taking steps to recover the money that was
stolen and to correct our system of checks and balances to ensure
that this will never happen again.

It is important to understand that the harm caused by Mr.
Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon is much greater than the money they
stole. Even though this amount is shockingly large, the scar of vic-
timization runs even deeper, particularly because it has touched
our leadership.

Moreover, the misconduct of Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon has
harmed all Native Americans in a way that deserves the particular
attention of this committee. The lobbyists’ actions have created a
perception that there is something improper about officials working
closely with Indian tribes. This stereotype threatens to chill tribal
communications with officials who can profoundly influence the
well-being of tribes.

Even worse, it unfairly shifts the blame from where it belongs to
the victims. Jack Abramoff is not a product of Indian country. On
the contrary, he is the golden boy gone bad of the American politi-
cal system. Our tribe and others were victimized when we at-
tempted to fit into the American political system and we were led
to believe that Mr. Abramoff was the gatekeeper.

We have begun the process of repairing the political damage to
our tribe’s reputation. We have met with several of our State and
Federal officials, and they seem genuinely committed to providing
our tribe with the same access and the same channels of commu-
nication open to all individuals, businesses and special interest
groups, nothing more, nothing less, and without favors or contribu-
tions. That is the way the system should work, and that is cer-
tainly the way we would like to participate.

There have been a lot of adjectives used to describe Mr. Abramoff
and Mr. Scanlon. Greedy and corrupt come to mind. But those are
common terms, often used to describe people who forfeit judgment
for money. Abramoff's and Scanlon’s actions were hardly common.
They set a new high-water mark for greed and corruption.

I have read that Mr. Abramoff considers himself a religious man.
If that is the case, then I do not understand the basis of his faith,
and it is certainly different than ours. Most religions promote com-
passion and concern for others, and it is clear that Mr. Abramoff
and %\/Ir. Scanlon had no concern whatsoever for the welfare of our
people.

Your committee has done a great service for all Americans by ex-
posing this sad affair. There are lessons here for everyone. I am
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grateful for the opportunity to address this committee on behalf of
the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana. Council member David Sickey
will now provide a brief overview of our factual findings.

Thank you.

[Prepared Statement of Kevin Sickey appears in appendix.]

STATEMENT OF DAVID SICKEY, COUNCIL MEMBER,
COUSHATTA TRIBE OF LOUISIANA

Mr. DAvVID SICKEY. Good morning, Chairman McCain, Senator
Dorgan, and distinguished members of this committee.

I am David Sickey, a member of the tribal council of the
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana. I took office in June 2003.

As Chairman Sickey has noted, I was not in office when Mr.
Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon were hired, and I did not participate in
the decisions by the tribal council to authorize their projects or pay
them. I would respectfully submit that it will not aid the commit-
tee’s efforts for me to speculate about the events at issue.

My brief comments today will therefore be limited to certain facts
established by the documents we have seen. As you are aware,
many of the documents reviewed by this committee were not avail-
able to us. However, my observations today are also based on infor-
mation provided by your staff, for which we are grateful.

My intention is to provide a broad overview of the environment
in which this fraud was committed. As your investigation must
have revealed, while the scheme of Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon
was reprehensible, it was also very clever and well-timed. Like
Chairman Sickey, I should note that our tribe is currently involved
in litigation about these lobbying activities, so I am limited in what
I can say today.

I have attempted to organize my observations in chronological
order because the way that this scheme evolved over time was criti-
cal to its success.

Mr. Abramoff was hired in March 2001. The tribe entered a con-
tract with his firm, Greenberg Traurig, to provide lobbying services
related to our tribe’s compact negotiation and important regional
gaming issues. According to the contract, Greenberg Traurig was to
receive $125,000 a month plus reasonable expenses. The contract
did not mention Mr. Scanlon nor any of the entities that he used
to charge the tribe an additional $30 million.

During the first 6 months or so of the lobbyists’ employment,
they appeared to deliver on their promises, and so the lobbying
costs appeared justified. During that initial period, the tribe paid
roughly $3.5 million for assistance with our tribal compact, which
was successfully negotiated, and to achieve several legislative ob-
jectives. I say that they appeared to deliver on their promises be-
cause it is difficult to assess how much impact the lobbyists actu-
ally had in accomplishing these tribal objectives. Of course, they
took credit for everything.

If it had ended at that point, around September 2001, then this
would be nothing more than another story about high-priced lobby-
ists taking credit for results that they may or may not have influ-
enced. But it did not stop there. They leveraged their initial suc-
cess as a platform for fraud, and by the spring of 2002 had ex-
tracted another $17 million from our tribe. By the time it was over
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in 2004, the tribe had spent approximately $36 million. Ironically,
as the scheme progressed and the bills and rhetoric increased, the
lobbyists’ actual work for the tribe clearly decreased.

The Texas threat. On October 5, 2001, the tribe paid $870,000
to Mr. Scanlon’s company, Capitol Campaign Strategies to create
a “grassroots political structure” in Texas. Mr. Abramoff and Mr.
Scanlon were insistent that Texas was on the verge of legalizing
gambling and that this would devastate the Coushatta casino. The
majority of our casino customers travel from Texas, particularly the
Houston area, and we have long understood that legalized gam-
bling in Texas would erode our customer base and our casino reve-
nues.

Recognizing this potential threat and our fear of the con-
sequences, the lobbyists claimed to have critical influence with the
Texas officials who could defeat Texas gambling. This appears to
be the starting point for their most egregious exaggerations and
fabrications. This also appears to be the timeframe when they com-
mitted to gouging the tribe for as much money as they could and
to say or do anything that was necessary to prolong the payout.

The $1 million payment funneled to one of Abramoff’s causes. On
October 30, 2001, the tribe paid $3.17 million for the “Louisiana
program.” This payment marks a high point in the lobbyists’ cre-
ative billing. They split the bill by requesting that $2.17 million be
sent to Capitol Campaign Strategies and $1 million to Greenberg
Traurig.

According to information shared by the staff, the $1 million pay-
ment to Greenberg Traurig was not for any services provided by
the firm. Instead, this $1 million payment was used to pump the
firm’s reported lobbying revenues, thereby maintaining Greenberg
Traurig’s public status as one of the top 10 providers of legal and
lobbying services to Native American tribes.

E-mails involving Mr. Abramoff, Mr. Scanlon and others at
Greenberg Traurig revealed that this $1 million payment was fun-
neled through the firm and then used to finance one of Mr.
Abramoff’s favorite causes. The suspect nature and purpose of this
payment structure is reflected in an e-mail from Mr. Scanlon to the
tribe’s former attorney dated October 25, 2001, where he wrote,
“we broke this into two invoices, one to be paid to Greenberg
Traurig for $1 million and one paid to Capitol Campaign Strate-
gies, GT’s public affairs entity, for the balance. We usually just in-
voice you through Capitol Campaign Strategies so the lawyers at
the firm rest easy while we are out burning the countryside. In this
instance, however, we plan to do some things through the law firm
umbrella due to their highly sensitive nature and confidentiality
reasons. I hate hiding behind lawyers, but we are going to do some
crazy stuff on this one, so I guess it is okay.”

Mr. Abramoff, who was a partner at Greenberg Traurig, directed
this creating billing arrangement. In my personal view, this pay-
ment reveals the extent of Abramoff’'s shamelessness. Not only was
he stealing the tribe’s money, but he was also using the theft to
improve his professional reputation and the reputation of the firm.

Hyping the Texas threat. In a memorandum dated November 6,
2001, Mr. Scanlon reports that he had just returned from Texas,
and States, “We believe now that the Alabama Coushatta will open
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soon if we do not intercede. This would like be a small facility and
not the class III facility the council is worried about, but we believe
you should shut it down regardless.”

This exemplifies the lobbyists’ strategy of identifying an exagger-
ated threat to the tribe’s casino revenues, as does the following as-
sertion in a report from Mr. Scanlon to the tribe dated December
21, 2001: “Despite our best efforts, the voting public in Texas re-
mains very pro-gaming. The State economy is lagging and with the
Enron and Continental Airlines debacles hitting the Houston area
back-to-back, they are desperate for revenue.

As we said when we came to you with the original Texas pro-
posal, things are really bad over there. We have never before seen
such a pro-gaming atmosphere in Texas or anywhere else in the
country. In our collective political careers, and although we have it
contained for the time being, this environment is a very serious
threat to the Grand Casino’s future.”

Threats of infiltration. According to a memorandum from Mr.
Scanlon dated January 3, 2002, the company that owned one of our
competitors was “well known for their ability to infiltrate the elec-
torates of Indian tribes and this will undoubtedly happen there, if
they get a foothold in your region.”

After hammering this point and others, Mr. Scanlon states——

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Sickey, would you try to summarize as much
as you can, since we have to move forward. Go ahead.

Mr. DAvID SICKEY. Okay.

At about this time, perhaps sensing some opposition to their pro-
posals and programs within the tribe and likely planning to in-
crease their fees and profits, Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon began
excluding and attempting to discredit their political opposition on
the council and within the tribe.

On October 31, 2002, the tribal CFO sent an e-mail to Mr.
Abramoff stating the tribal auditors would requesting confirmation
that the tribe had paid a total of $18,559,700 for “demographic sur-
veys and studies and professional consulting services.” Mr.
Abramoff worded the e-mail to Mr. Scanlon asking, “what should
I say,?especially about the last part, the request concerning no con-
tracts?”

In response to several frantic comments from Mr. Abramoff, Mr.
Scanlon states, “f~ing weird, really f-ing weird. I hope that this is
a standard operating procedure.” He then recommends that Mr.
Abramoff talk to the tribe’s vice chairman before writing anything.
There was never a formal reply. The confirmation requested by the
auditors was not provided. Instead, a decision apparently was
made to lay low until the storm passed.

There is no doubt by this point the lobbyists knew that questions
were being raised about their fees. As is clear from subsequent
events, they obviously did not care. Apparently, they felt confident
that even this type of blatant misconduct was fair game in the
world of big-time lobbying.

At this time, I will go into my closing comments.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

Mr. DAVID SICKEY. In conclusion, as Chairman Sickey and I have
both noted, since we were not involved in any direct dealings with
Mr. Abramoff or Mr. Scanlon, there is very little we can say here
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today about the events at issue that would not involve speculation
and conjecture. Therefore, until our own investigation is complete,
both of us are reluctant to comment further on the lobbying activi-
ties in question. Moreover, any speculative comments on our part
could jeopardize our legal efforts to recover the tribe’s money.

But what we can state with firm conviction, based on our own
review and the findings of this committee, is that our tribe was de-
frauded out of most of the money we paid. And no matter who the
lobbyists used or who they try to blame, this fraud was orches-
trated and carried out by Jack Abramoff and Michael Scanlon.
From the tribe’s perspective, the fraud was orchestrated under the
banner of Greenberg Traurig.

Your committee has performed an important service by exposing
this fraud and I am grateful for the opportunity to address the
committee today. As Chairman Sickey has noted, there are lessons
in this sad episode for everyone.

Thank you.

[Prepared Statement of David Sickey appears in appendix.]

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Senator Dorgan.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Chairman, in the interest of time, I will
not ask questions. I would thank the tribal representatives for
being here to present testimony. I would also say that my colleague
from Wyoming asked an important question on all of this. I think
there was fraud and deception and so on, but it is also the case
that the decision to spend that quantity of money is quite an ex-
traordinary matter of strange judgment nonetheless, so I agree
with my colleague from Wyoming about that.

I thank you for at least filling in some pieces of the puzzle from
your perspective and I hope the committee will be able to fit the
rest of the pieces together as well.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Thomas.

Senator THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I had to go to the floor so I did not really hear the testimony,
so I have no questions. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Councilman Sickey, your complete statement will be made part
of the record. I had a chance to read it last night, and I thank you.

I thank you both and I wish you luck. I appreciate your candid
testimony today. Thank you very much.

Mr. KeEVIN SICKEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. DaviD SICKEY. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Our next panel is William Worfel, who is the
former tribal council member of the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana;
Kathryn Van Hoof, former outside counsel to the Coushatta Tribe
of Louisiana; and Fred Baggett, the managing shareholder and
chairman of National Governmental Affairs Practice of Greenberg
Traurig, Tallahassee, FL.

Please come forward.

Since we have four panels, I would appreciate your witnesses
keeping their opening statements as brief as possible. We will
begin with Mr. Worfel. Welcome and please proceed.
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STATEMENT OF WILLIAM WORFEL, FORMER TRIBAL COUNCIL
MEMBER, COUSHATTA TRIBE OF LOUISIANA

Mr. WORFEL. Good morning, Mr. Chairman and members of the
committee. It is an honor to appear before you today. My name is
William Worfel. I live in Oberlin, LA. I am a former member of the
governing council of the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana. My mother
is a full-blooded Coushatta member. I am a happily married man
with three daughters that keep me and my wife Tammy very busy.

I again thank you for the opportunity to address you today re-
garding some very important matters that have impacted not only
my tribe, but also Native Americans as a whole.

My first contact with this committee in April 2004, I am sorry
to say, was under much less informed circumstances. My first con-
tact with this committee was in the form of a letter, first and fore-
most. Please understand that the letter does not in any way reflect
how I feel about the honorable members of this committee or the
committee’s honorable purpose.

This letter was written for me by Michael Scanlon and addressed
to Senator McCain. Both Abramoff and Scanlon told me that this
committee’s investigation would not amount to anything and that
if we sent in the letter he drafted, Jack would personally deliver
the letter to the committee and the investigation would end.

Since at that time we knew nothing of the rip-off that Mike
Scanlon and Jack Abramoff had undertaken against our tribe and
many other tribes, I trusted Mike Scanlon at his word. I regret the
letter sent to this committee with my signature on it. I view that
letter as the last fraud committed against me and my tribe by
Abramoff and Scanlon.

I sit here today very satisfied that I have since then fully and
actively cooperated with the committee’s investigation into the
wrongdoings of Jack Abramoff and Michael Scanlon. The letter
drafted for me by Michael Scanlon to this committee was addressed
to Senator McCain. As this process has moved forward, I have
learned that Senator John McCain is a national hero. I can assure
you that my father, a Vietnam veteran and a Korean War veteran,
would whip my butt if he knew I had any role in disrespecting Sen-
ator McCain. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Because of the fine work done by this committee and the Depart-
ment of Justice, we now know that these two men committed a con-
sistent pattern of fraud and deception, not only against our tribe,
but against many tribes. I have no friendship for these men. In my
mind they are educated thieves that must be brought to justice so
this will not happen again in Indian country.

I was first elected to the Coushatta Council in 1999. Lovelin Pon-
cho was our chairman. When Jack Abramoff and Mike Scanlon
were hired in March 2001, we were involved in a very vigorous
fight over the renewal of our gaming compact with the Governor
of Louisiana and the local governments surrounding our casino.

Terry Martin, a member of the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana,
recommended Jack Abramoff and Mike Scanlon to our council. Mr.
Martin told us that Jack Abramoff and Mike Scanlon worked for
Chief Phillip Martin of the Choctaw Tribe of Mississippi. As you
know, the Choctaw Tribe and Chief Martin are viewed in Indian
country as very respected and as a sophisticated business-oriented
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tribe. From following your investigation, I know that Abramoff and
Scanlon also defrauded the Choctaw Tribe.

Chairman Poncho had delegated the responsibility of checking
out Abramoff and Scanlon to our legal counsel, Kathryn Van Hoof,
and former council member, Bertney Langley. I have no doubt that
these folks looked hard at Jack Abramoff and Michael Scanlon and
their law firm, Greenberg Traurig. That Jack worked for a Wash-
ington, DC mega-law firm like Greenberg Traurig was very impres-
sive to us all.

As I sit here today, knowing all the real facts, I consider Green-
berg Traurig as guilty as Jack Abramoff and Michael Scanlon. Dur-
ing 2001, I was not responsible for working with Jack Abramoff
and Michael Scanlon. Our attorney, Kathryn Van Hoof, council
member, Bertney Langley, and Chairman Poncho worked with
them at that time. As council members, we all know that competi-
tive threats of expanded gaming were happening all the time.
State-sponsored gambling, slot machines at the horse racetrack,
and the possibility of Texas legalizing gaming and the casinos
being built by other tribes were consistent threats to our market
share.

In early 2002, Kathy Van Hoof resigned. After her resignation,
Chairman Poncho assigned me to keep tabs on competitive threats
to our casino and to handle Government relations efforts for our
tribe. I became the contact person for Jack Abramoff and Michael
Scanlon in March 2002.

The most critical issue during this time was a possible casino by
the Jena Band of Choctaw Tribe. The Jena Band had tried to work
with our tribe and Chairman Poncho for many years to get their
own casino. At one point in the negotiations, our tribe was going
to loan the necessary funds to the Jena Band and we would get a
measuring contract in return.

The discussion had always been that the Jena Band would put
their casino in Northern Louisiana, and it would not in any way
compete with our casino. However, when we learned that Jena was
trying to locate a casino on the Louisiana-Texas border off Inter-
state 10, we began to work hard to stop them. Michael Scanlon was
working for us to develop a grassroots campaign against expansion
of gambling, including the Jena Band’s efforts. Scanlon’s efforts in-
cluded using Christian groups that oppose gambling.

Scanlon and Ralph Reed also worked in 2001 on our compact re-
newal. We never met with Ralph Reed, nor did we tell Mike Scan-
lon to use Ralph Reed. I believe that Jack Abramoff and Michael
Scanlon did assist us during our efforts to renew our compact and
in the fight against the Jena Band. However, there are other
projects that I now believe were not helpful and never intended to
be.

For example, our tribe was billed millions of dollars for the devel-
opment of a database of information that Abramoff and Scanlon
said would be a great help in grassroots campaigns and political
lobbying in the future. I have learned from your investigation that
the database that Scanlon supposedly was using on our behalf was
really not something that would cost the money they said it did.
We did not know that Abramoff and Michael Scanlon had a secret
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agreement to split the fees that we paid Michael Scanlon for the
products that he pitched to us.

We were told that we were paying for the cost of letter-writing
campaigns, media campaigns, and political research. We now know
that Scanlon was overcharging us and paying out one-half or more
of the money to Jack Abramoff’s personal pet projects. I now know
that Abramoff and Scanlon actually did not do much of the work
they took credit for.

Abramoff and Scanlon were always coming to us with the next
project that they thought we should do. It was always one crisis
after another. There were real threats and some not so real, look-
ing back with hindsight. Texas gaming was one of those oversold
crises.

In 2001, we were told by Abramoff that Texas was one vote away
from allowing casino gambling. I have since learned that legalized
casino gambling was far from being approved by the Texas Legisla-
ture. In addition, we have learned that Jack and Mike were work-
ing for other tribes in Texas that were trying to get gaming, when
they were supposed to be watching out for us.

Once again, these thieves took every opportunity from us and
other tribes. What should you spend to save a $300-million a year
business when the lawyers who work for you tell you that it could
be all gone if we do not act right now? Our tribe has one and only
one business. We made tough decisions and we acted always in the
best interests of our tribe.

I understand and acknowledge that our council’s hiring of
Abramoff, Scanlon, and Greenberg Traurig was a mistake. No one
chooses to be defrauded, especially by professionals who you have
been told you could trust. However, the fact that we hired govern-
ment relations professionals was not a mistake.

As I know this committee understands, Native American gaming
is highly political. It is an $18-billion industry. Not only do you
have to have your Governor’s approval, but also the Department of
the Interior. Congress and State legislatures passing or not passing
gaming laws directly impact the competitive environment in which
you operate. Then there are the local governments that are always
trying to gain something off your casino revenues.

Let me tell you, there is a lot of redtape that comes along with
gaming. I am not saying that is bad. It is just the way it is. Suc-
cessful tribes such as ours must have the help of qualified, honest
professionals that understand the business and politics of Native
American gaming. I hope that your efforts result in keeping those
professionals more honest and trustworthy in the future.

I again thank this committee for the opportunity to speak to you
today. I applaud you and your efforts. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Van Hoof.

STATEMENT OF KATHRYN VAN HOOF, FORMER OUTSIDE
COUNSEL, COUSHATTA TRIBE OF LOUISIANA

Ms. VAN HooF. Mr. Chairman, I have no prepared statement. I
am former counsel for the tribe and I have been authorized to
speak to the committee today subject to attorney-client privilege.
So long as that privilege is not implicated or the attorney-client
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work product doctrine, it is my plan to cooperate fully with the
committee and answer your questions.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Mr. Baggett.

STATEMENT OF FRED BAGGETT, MANAGING SHAREHOLDER;
CHAIRMN, NATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS PRACTICE,
GREENBERG TRAURIG, TALLAHASSEE, FL

Mr. BAGGETT. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice Chairman, Senator Thom-
as, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today. My
name is Fred Baggett. I am a shareholder in the Tallahassee Flor-
ida office of Greenberg Traurig.

I have spent my entire professional career as a lawyer and lobby-
ist in the State of Florida. I am currently a managing shareholder
of the Tallahassee office of Greenberg Traurig and head of its na-
tional governmental affairs practice. I also maintain a full-time ad-
ministrative law and lobby practice with the firm. It is comprised
almost exclusively of work in Florida with the State Legislature
and executive branch of Government.

Turning to the subject of today’s hearing, in 2001-04, Jack
Abramoff worked as a non-attorney lobbyist for the Washington,
DC office of our firm. Up until the end of Mr. Abramoff’s tenure
with Greenberg Traurig, we believed that Mr. Abramoff was ren-
dering high-quality professional services to his clients. Late in 2003
and early 2004, reports began to emerge questioning the amounts
of money paid by various Indian tribes to Mr. Abramoff and Mr.
Scanlon in connection with services the two had rendered.

During this timeframe, Mr. Abramoff was questioned about his
financial relationships with Mr. Scanlon. Records available to the
committee, including a February 3, 2004 interview of Mr. Abramoff
conducted by Susan Schmidt of the Washington Post reflect that in
front of firm personnel, Mr. Abramoff denied having any financial
relationship with Mr. Scanlon or engaging in any improprieties in
connection with his lobby work for the tribes.

Nevertheless, because concerns had been raised, Greenberg
Traurig sought to ensure that there was no impropriety on the part
of Mr. Abramoff. In mid-February we hired Henry F. Schulke of
the Washington, DC firm of Janis, Schulke, and Wexler to conduct
an internal investigation focusing on the existence of any financial
relationship between Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon. Mr. Schulke
is a former Federal prosecutor who served as Assistant United
States Attorney for the District of Columbia from 1972-79 and is
a highly regarded member of the District of Columbia Bar.

He and others with his firm have extensive experience in this
type of internal investigation. As Mr. Schulke began his investiga-
tion, the Washington Post published the article, “A Jackpot from
Indian Gaming Tribes,” raising questions about fees charged by
Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon for lobbying and grassroots work.

Around the same time, this committee announced that it would
be looking into Mr. Abramoff’s activities. Facing the prospect of Mr.
Schulke’s investigation, Mr. Abramoff for the first time disclosed to
our firm that he had received money from Mr. Scanlon in connec-
tion with the work the two men were doing on behalf of the Indian
tribes. Upon learning of this arrangement, the firm immediately re-
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quested and obtained Mr. Abramoff’s resignation. The firm issued
a statement to that effect on March 2, 2004.

Notwithstanding Mr. Abramoff’s departure, Greenberg Traurig
asked Mr. Schulke to continue his investigation. Based on Mr.
Schulke’s investigation, the firm has made disclosures to its clients
who were affected by Mr. Abramoff’s activities, worked out resolu-
tions with a number of affected clients, and hopes to work out reso-
lutions with still other affected parties.

The facts surrounding Mr. Abramoff's employment by our firm
are unhappy ones. We at Greenberg Traurig regret the impropri-
eties which occurred during Mr. Abramoff’s 3 years with us. We
share the chairman’s and the rest of the committee’s dismay at Mr.
Abramoff’s activities and behavior. We appreciate the work of the
committee and its staff in thoroughly investigating this matter and
we continue to cooperate with you.

Again, I thank you for the opportunity to appear.

[Prepared Statement of Mr. Baggett appears in appendix.]

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mr. Baggett.

I would like to note for the record and for Mr. Worfel’s father
that William Worfel has been fully cooperating with the committee
and the committee greatly appreciates his cooperation. Thank you.
Please relay that to your father for me. I thank you.

Ms. Van Hoof, I understand that the tribe became acquainted
with Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon at a USET conference and
then Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon met with the tribal council in
Louisiana to make a proposal. Am I correct in understanding that
Mr. Abramoff was clear that Mr. Scanlon was “part of the package”
in that briefing?

Ms. VAN HOOF. Yes, sir; that was the tribe’s understanding.

The CHAIRMAN. During what time period were you the primary
point of contact between the tribe, Mr. Abramoff, and Mr. Scanlon?

Ms. VAN HooOF. I believe that would have been from around
March 2001 until the compact was signed in July 2001, and con-
tinuing for some short period after that, perhaps into October or
November, but not beyond that point, I do not believe.

The CHAIRMAN. When did you first learn of the American Inter-
national Center? In 2001?

Ms. VAN HooOF. It would have had to have been during 2001,
during that period.

The CHAIRMAN. Based on your conversations with Mr. Abramoff,
what did you understand the American International Center to be?

Ms. VAN HoOF. I understood it as represented to the tribal coun-
cil to be an organization, a conservative organization that did not
support the expansion of gaming in Louisiana. It was an organiza-
tion whose cause the tribe could certainly support.

The CHAIRMAN. Did Mr. Abramoff recommend that the
Coushatta pay money into the American International Center to
support its anti-gambling activities?

Ms. VAN HOOF. Yes; Mr. Abramoff raised that as an opportunity
for a contribution by the tribe to help support any effort that would
not expand gaming in Louisiana.

The CHAIRMAN. Did Mr. Abramoff or Mr. Scanlon ever tell you
that the American International Center was owned or operated by
Michael Scanlon?



22

Ms. VAN HooOF. Absolutely not.

The CHAIRMAN. Did Mr. Abramoff or Mr. Scanlon ever tell you
that the American International Center was paying money to Mr.
Abramoff from the Coushatta payments it received?

Ms. VAN HoOF. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Baggett, when did you first learn of the
American International Center?

Mr. BAGGETT. It would have been in the fall of 2001.

The CHAIRMAN. And it had something to do with Malaysian-re-
lated issues?

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir; we were asked to represent, Mr. Abramoff
brought to the firm AIC, American International Center, as a client
for the firm to represent on various Malaysian business interests.

The CHAIRMAN. For example, that it was like a think-tank?

Mr. BAGGETT. We were told by Mr. Abramoff that AIC was an
established think-tank that represented a number of interests both
in the area of public relations and policy advocacy.

The CHAIRMAN. And some of the issues that you were supposed
to handle for the AIC were enhanced business and economic devel-
opment opportunities for Malaysian business interests?

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir; we were told AIC represented a group of
Malaysian business interests who were seeking to improve the eco-
nomic opportunities of their interests in the United States.

The CHAIRMAN. At that time, what was your understanding of
Michael Scanlon’s relationship with AIC?

Mr. BAGGETT. We were told that AIC had retained, or I would
assume retained, Michael Scanlon to assist in the public relations
efforts on behalf of the Malaysian business interests and would be
our contact for working with AIC.

The CHAIRMAN. Did either Abramoff of Scanlon ever tell you that
AIC was owned or operated by Michael Scanlon?

Mr. BAGGETT. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Did they ever tell you that American Inter-
national Center was paying money to Mr. Abramoff?

Mr. BAGGETT. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. What does the firm now understand the Amer-
ican International Center to be?

Mr. BAGGETT. A sham. To explain that, it is our understanding
now from information we have received and from our e-mails of the
firm and from other investigative sources that AIC was a front for
Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon to collect money.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Van Hoof, I take it that Mr. Scanlon pro-
posed constructing a computer program and database for the tribe.

Ms. VaN Hoor. He did.

The CHAIRMAN. And how did he describe it and what benefits did
he say the tribe would get from it?

Ms. VAN Hoor. Well, at that time the tribe was deeply involved
in negotiations with the State for renewal of the compact. So as
part of its public affairs and grassroots campaign which would sup-
port the tribe’s efforts, Mr. Scanlon proposed the development of a
database which would identify those who would support the tribe’s
efforts at that time involving the compact, so that it could be
tweaked to support other efforts on behalf of the tribe as well at
later dates.
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The CHAIRMAN. Was it your expectation that the actual cost of
the database would be a fraction of what you actually paid?

Ms. VAN Hoor. No, Senator; it was not.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Worfel, I understand you met with Scanlon
and Chris Cathcart in Washington to review the multi-million dol-
lar database. What did they show you?

Mr. WORFEL. Senator, they showed me a computer screen with
names of Coushatta tribal vendors for our casino operations. They
showed me on the screen the people, how many employees they
had, how many people would vote, what parties they were affiliated
with, Republican or Democrat. That was just on a computer screen
right there.

The CHAIRMAN. What did Mr. Scanlon say he would do with this
database?

Mr. WORFEL. That is a good one. He said this here can help con-
trol the political future of the Coushatta Tribe in Louisiana. He
said you give us a body, we can elect a State Representative, a
State Senator, a Governor, because it had the precincts of each
voter base in the surrounding Parishes statewide, and he said we
had the voting results of the previous elections for the last 10 or
12 years.

He said you give us a body, and we can elect a Governor, a Sen-
ator, using your vendors, getting your vendors mobilized to call
these people and say, look, we do business with the Coushatta
Tribe; this is vendor business and they need your support; they
need somebody that would help them with their causes, with a new
compact coming up, those kinds of things.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Baggett, I understand that Greenberg
Traurig has a policy that employees should not receive income from
outside sources. Is that correct?

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. And obviously Mr. Abramoff violated this prohi-
bition by receiving money from Scanlon?

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Did anybody else violate the policy?

Mr. BAGGETT. Our investigation has found, and as we have in-
formed Federal authorities and I believe this committee, we found
a number of other instances where members of Mr. Abramoff’s
team had received compensation outside of the firm.

The CHAIRMAN. What names?

Mr. BAGGETT. Sir?

The CHAIRMAN. And they were?
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Mr. BAGGETT. We received, to my knowledge, and my knowledge
is not necessarily conclusive because I do not have Mr. Schulke’s
investigation report, Kevin Ring, Jon Van Horn, Michael Smith,
and I believe Stephanie Leger.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Van Horn was a shareholder in your firm?

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Baggett, would you take a look at exhibit
128. Exhibit 128 is an e-mail exchange dated January 17, 2002 be-
tween Jack Abramoff and Michael Scanlon, subject “Van Horn”.
Mr. Abramoff writes, “I told him,” meaning Van Horn, “we would
kick him $20,000 from CCS when we score next. Let’s do so.” Mr.
Scanlon replies, “Cool. No problem here.”

[Exhibit follows:]
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) /o= =WOC/en=Recipients/cn=abramoff] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2002 11:35 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Subject: FW: Van Home

Do this

-~--~Qriginal Message--~x~

From: Mike Scanlen {mailto:mike

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2002 11:42 AM
To: abramoffj@m
Subject: RE: Van Horne

Cool - no problem here.

----- Original Message--—~-~ !

From: abramoff]e{ iy (mailto:abramoffj@—
Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2002 9:09 AM

To: Mike Scanlen

Subject: Van Horne

i told him we'd kick him $20K from CCS. When we score next, let's do so.

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information. It is intended only for the use of the person{s) named above. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not.
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of
the original message. . :

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to

postmasterd

GTG-E000010770
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Capltal Athletic Foundation, LLC

HIEPR
osioma General Ledger
Accrust Besls As of December 31, 2002
Type Detx Num Hame . Mo ot Amourt Balence
Check 12//2002 1085 Alibson Boznisk Ligh's & slarms exps. SunTrust Bank, 828,00 e
Chnck 1U2072002  WIR.  Sheouel Ban 2w Tronsher 1o fooael Dincount Bank SunTrust Bank - 356000, ;50800
Geaneral Jou., 120312002 DON. Cabeia's purchases for SchmuelKay.,  Jack Abcamodt 40188 0,007
Total Kollsl Oha! Tiferot Soc Enhance . - $8.099.67 - 96.900.97
Scotiend Fundraiser \ ) L e
Travel ' . - 000
Check TR2002 Amesican Express Aot ¥ 3713 BR291T 14002 SunTrust Bank T 4227801 22801
Chack 12572002 Wie Ar Travel Network, LLC SunTrust Bank 9148500 1374104
Check 0822002 1040 Amevican Express. Various Business Expenses SunTrist Bank 1438354 548,124,855
Check 104002002 1057 Amedican Express SunTeust Bank 133480 140.450.35
Chack 11572002 wr2 American fxpress Alr Chanet expenses SunTrust Bank 151158 15103090
Total Travel 15103000 151,030.90

PRERIRREL,

Total independent Cortracts. .
WMFW-M
Tots! Spy Museurn Fundealser - Other

“Tolal Spy Museum Fundmiser

g

2002 Ruge.  Tayior Unbverslly - Btixfont Rugein f6e5 Accounts Pay.
Yotal Tisttion Assistance
Charttable Activities « Other
“Totel Charitable Activities - Other .
Totat Charttable Actvities
Contract Labor et N T e

Harbor Captia_. . mom

‘MB-001953
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Capital Athletlc Foupdation, L1L.C

S35 PR
oaions General Ledger
Accrual Basis As of Decamber 31, 2002
Type Date Nur Nama Mema Spitt Amocnt Balance
Check /302002 1057 Rabdl Devid (apin 4099 June 1630 Harbor 2.040.50 2534200
Chack THSRO0Z 1002 RabbiDavid Laph1099  Juty 118 SunTrust Bank 284050 828280
Check TII2N2 1009 Rabdl Devid Lapin-100¢  July 1831 SunTrost Bank 2.540.50 H22m
Check B/152002 WK Dovid Lapin-1090  Aug §-18 Sun¥rost Bank 2.940.50; 8350
Chack 302002 1032 Rabid David Lapin 1000 Aug 1831 SunTrost Bank 282,55 N.008.00
Check W152002 1042 Rabbi David Lapin-1000  Sept 115 SunTrest Bank 520.50 40,022.50
Check 1050 Rabi DavidLapin1009 'Services Sept 1530 SunTrust Bank 2829.50 4295200
Check 10/152002 1058 Rabbi David Lapin-1D0%  Services 10/1-1502 SunTret Bank 292850 45.881.50
Chack 0312002 1087 Rabbl David Lapin-1090  Secvices 10/18-10/31 SunTrost Bank 23250 4821100
Check TH52002 175 Rabld David Laplor1008 | Sexvices $1H-11/1582 . SunTrust Bank 282850 51,T40.50
Chack 11002002 1085 Rabbi David Lapin-1000  Seevices $11/16-1100/02 SunTrust Bank 282050 54.670.00
Check 162002 1008 Ratbl David 1009 Services 12412115402 SunToest Bank 29250 57,600.50
Check 123502002 1407 Rabii David Lapin-1098  Servioes 12/418-31 SunTrust Bank 292050 60,529.00
Total Ratti D. Lapln 80,529.00 80,529.00
Real Estats Daposit . 0.00
24122002 8325... Eshkof VOID: Depost, 8325 Griftith Road Accodnts Pay. 4.00 o.00
Check 2258002 Rifidn, Livingston, Levi.,
Yotal Real Esiate Deposht
Travel
Checx S312002 1045 RethiDlaph
Check THSZ0Z 1004 RabbiDUaph
Check 1026 Amesican
Check SH52002 1041 Rabbl D Lapin
Check WIB2002 1044 Rabbi D Lapin
Check 10/3/2002 1055 Rabbi D Lapio
Check IME2002 1061 RabbiDlapin
Check 1HRZ 1070 Rabbl Eiic Paul
Ceck TIN2002 1082 American
Check 108¢  Rabdi D Lapin
Check 1063 fan Kowsisky
Check 1222 Han Kowaisky
Check 1006 RabdiDLapin

Koblel Gl Tiferet Sec Enhance
Ganeral Jou., - $HIZD02 DON...
Chack 1232002 Ve ShowelBen2d
Check - 22002 Wiwe  Sheuei Ben2vi
Chock 342002 Wee  ShmuelBen2d
Chock - 4s22002 Wre  Sheuel Ben 2
Check &2002 Wie  Stenwel Ben 2
Check §12002 Wie  ShrwelBenZv
Check Wie  ShmwelBoa2d
Check ~ 1049 Alison
Check SAB002 10582 ANson Boznisk
Check 6282002 1060 Amercan
Check T1/2002 Wiw  StroelBen 2
Check 7812002 1063 Americsn
Check AN202 1012 Hlel Broder
Chock WW20Z 1018 Holy Bowers
Check 1802002 1014 Affison Boznisk
Check 8022002 Wee  Shwel Ben2v
Check 8212002 1016 Holy Bowers
Chek 2M22002 1021 HolyBowers
Check SM22002 1022 Hilel Broder
Check WI2002  Wee  ShawelBen2vt
Check BAS2002  Wie  ShrwelBenZd 1
Check w2002 1025 Sozniek
Check 202002 W27 Holly Bowers
Check 232002 1030 Leuealipy
Check 2672002 Wie  Stanwel Bea 2 1
Check 2002002 Wi Btwvwel Ben 2v 1
Check 8262002 4034 LauesLippy
Check SR42002 1046 Luurs Ly
Chex 282002 10@  Aftson B
Chieck :ggnz :«g Shinuel Beni. 2w 1 - . .
Check 2002 - Laurs Liboy - Sun 4 . 3,
heck 272002 Wie  Eterwel Bea v W Bk ;moom 'zu.smom
Page i

Lo MB-001952
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Transactions by Account

As of December 31, 2002 |
Type HName Memo Amount
Alexander Strategies Group, Inc.

Check Alexander Strategie... 120,000.00
Tolat Alexander Strategies Group, Inc. 120,000.00
Anton Design

Check Anton Design Sag Chip 200.00

Check Anton Design Sag Chip 812.52

Check Anton Design Sag Chip 891.87

Check Anton Design Sag Chip 375.00

Check - Anton Design Sag Chip 440.00

Check Anton Design Sag Chip 383.75

Check Anton Design Sag Chip 383,75
Totat Anion Design 3,586.89
Ayers, MCHenry and Associates

Check Ayers, MCHenry an... 5000000
Total Ayers, MCHenry and Associates 50,000.00
Basswood Research

Check Basswood Research MS Survey 17,682.00

Check Basswood Research OE Survey 15,586.00

Check Basswood Research LA Sutvey 7.560.00

Check Basswood Research LA SurveylLA... 28,567.67

Check Basswood Reseatch  NY/MU 28,369.00

Check Basswood Research  NM/MS 20,895.00

Check Basswood Research  NM 7,610.00

Check Basswood Research Mt 8,128.00

Check Basswood Research  CA 17,280.00
Total Basswood Research . 151,677.67
Baum Communications, LLC

Check Baum Communicali... LA Aulo Calls §,362.72

Check Baum Comimunical VOID: LA Aut... 0.00

Check Baum Communica NM D and U... 17,288.27

Check Baum Communicati. Sandia 771075

Check i Sag Chip 3,216.56

Check 12,650.40

Check 145055

- Check 1,350.30

Chéck 7,803.00
Total Baum Communications, LLG 57,832.55
Brian A. Gould

Check Brian A. Gould Jan. Research 500.00
Check Brian A. Gould Feb. Research 500.00

Check Briad A. Gould March Resea... 500.00

Check Brian A. Gould April Research $00.00

Check Brian A Gould May Research 500.00

Check Brian A Gould June 500.00

Check Biian A Gould June 500.00
Total Brian A. Goutd 3,500.00
Capitol Media

Check Capitot Media 51,679.00

Check Capitol Media Radio Buy -LA 60,000.00

Check Capitol Media LA Proj. Man... 100,000.00
Total Capitol Media 211,679.00
Chris Cathcart .

Check Chds Calhcart Expenses 67.56
Totat Chris Catheart 67.56

Page 1
Do0737



29

Capitol Campaign Strategies, LLC

Fam "
piiz0/03 Transactions by Account
‘Accrual Basis As of December 31, 2002
Type Name Memo Amount-
[s! y Data and G i
Check Democracy Data an...  nvoice Numb... 7,600.00
Check DOemocracy Data an...  Invoice Numb... 7.000.00
Check Oemocracy Data an...  coushalia 3.500.00
Check Democracy Data an...  Choctaw 3,500.00
Check Democracy Data an...  Saginaw Chi... 9,500.00
Check- Democracy Data an... $,500.00
Check D Data an... [ 7.000.00
Check Democeacy Data an...  Tigua Key pu... 276.00
Check . Democracy Data an... 0B Invoices 14,000.00
Check Democracy Data an... DB invoices 14,000.00
Check Derriocracy Data an... OB lnvoices 14,000.00
Check Democracy Datz an... DB invoices 14,000.00
Check Democracy Data an...  Telematch S... 1,635.76
Check D Dataan.. D 14,000.00
Check 0 Dataan.. D; 14,000.00
Check O y Data an... Datab 14,000.00
Check D Dataan.. D 14,000.00
Totat D Data and G icati 160,811.76
Don Woodruff
Check Don Woodruft Database Set... 2,500.00
Check Oon Woodruft Database Ph... 2,500.00
Total Don Woodruff 5,000.00
Frabrizio and McLaughlin Assoclates .
Check . Frabrizio and Mcla., NMPoll2 10,000.00
Check Frabrizio and Mcla.. NMPoll2 3,500.00
Total Frabrizic and MclLaughlin Associates 13,500.00
Glover Assoclates Intemational
Check Glover Assoclates f...  First Retainer... 6,000.00
Check Glover Associates L., Final Paymen... 34,201.16
Total Glover Associales interational i 40,281.16
GOP Market Place .Com
Check GOP Market Place ...  Inv. #17 432.32
Total GOP Market Place .Com 432.32
Kevin Keily
Check Kevin Kefly VOID: Datab... 0.00
Total Kevin Kelly 0.00
Kirk-Whitney Data .
Check Kirk-Whithey Dala Sag Chip Pos... 451.50
Check Kirk-Whitney Data Sag Chip Pos.... 73134
Check Kirk-Whitney Data Sag Chip Pos... 493.12
Total Kirk-Whitney Data - 1,675.96
Lunde & Burger )
Check Lunde & Burger 1A 25,000.00
Check Lunde & Burger LA - Jena 30,000.00
Check Lunde & Burger tA 75,000.00
Check Lunde & Burger MS Bonus 50,000.00
Check Lunde & Burger Tigua 50,000.00
Check Lynde & Burger Sandia 30,000.00
Check funde & Burger Sandia 44,000.00
Check tunde & Burger Sandia 26,000.00
Check tunde & Burger VOID: MILAL.. 0.00
Check Lunde & Burger NMMIALA - o... 287,500.00
Check Lunde & Burger . 34,150.00
Check tunde & Burger 175,000.00
Total Lunde & Burger 826,650.00

Page 2
DOOT28
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Capitol Campaign Strategies, LLC

Transactions by Account

As of December 31, 2002
Type Name Memo Amount

Matthew J. Stetter

Check Matthew J. Stetter E1S Deposit 1,658.00

Check Matthew J. Stetter €15 Deposit ... 98623.75

Check Matthew J, Stetler E1S Huron 5,133.00
Total Matthew .. Stetler 16,414.75
McGuire Woods i

Check MeGuire Woods 125,000.00
Total McGuire Woods 125,000.00
Red Sea

Check Red Sea Alabama « Ra... 4,194.42

Check Red Sea media 33,600.00

- Check Red Sea media 116.680.00

Check Red Sea media - LA 18,330.80
Total Red Sea 172,805.22
RST Marketing Assoclates

Check R8T Marketing Ass,..  Sag Chip 1486.72
Totat RST Marketing Associates 1,486.72
Southwest Computer Bureau

Check Southwest Compute... Data Key Pu... 1,731.08

Check Southwest Compute...  Data Key Pu... 297 .44
Total Southwest Computer Bureay 2,028.52
Trakker Solutions
: Teakker Solutions Database - S... 5,000.00

Check Teakker Solutions Database 5,000.00
Totat Trakker Solutions 10,000.00
Unlted States Post Master

Check United States Post...  Sag Maller 455.49
Total United States Post Master 455.49
Weber Company

Check ~ Webet Company Prof Services... 12,613.75

Check Weber Company Prof Services... 10,782.00

Check ‘Weber Company Pof Services... 5,300.09

Check Weber Company Prof Services... 41,634.96

Check Weber Company 21,256.86

Check Weber Company 20,681.80

Check Weber Company 13,966.60

Check Weber Company 12,027.81

Check Weber Campany 28,700.32

Check Weber Company 33,211.16

Check Weber Company 6,357.00
Total Weber Company 206,532.35
No name

¢ 10,000.00
- Deposit Deposit. -10,000.00
Total no name 0.00

TOTAL )

2,161,427.92

Page 3
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As of December 31, 2002

Type Name Memo Amount
DP
Check ADP 49.11
Check ADP 59.75
Check ADP 47.39
Check ADP 10.00
Check ADP 52.56
Check ADP 50.83
Check ADP PIR 2/28 50.83
Check ADP PR 2028 50.83
Check ADP Amendment 159.75
Check ADP PIR 2128 150.00
Check ADP PR 3131 50.83
Check ADP 57.83
Check ADP 50.53
Check ADP 52.56
Check ADP 10.00
Check ADP 52.56
Check ADP §2.56°
Check ADP 52.56
Check ADP 65.01
Check ADP 57.01
Check ADP 57.01
Check ADP 48.40
Check ADP 57.01
Check ADP 10.00
Check ADP 57.01
Check ADP 57.01
Check ADP 66.73
Check ADP 57.01
Check ADP 57.01
Check ADP 58.73
Check ADP 58.73
Check ADP 51.55
Totat ADP 1,818.70
Jon Van Horne
Check Jon Van Home Legal Work - ... 20,000.00
Total Jon.Van Home 20,000.00
Joseph Regan
Check Joseph Regan 38200
Check Joseph Regan §60.00
Check Joseph Regan 595.60
Check Joseph Regan 580.00
Check Joseph Regan 500.00
Totat Joseph Regan 2,627.80
Mark W. Dieht, CPA
Check Mark W, Diehl, CPA Januaty 3,000.00
Check Mark W, Diehl, CPA January 3,000.00
Check Mark W, Diehl, CPA March 3,000.00
Check Mark W. Diehl, CPA March 3,000.00
Check Mark W, Diehi, CPA May 3,000.00
Check Mark W. Dieht, CPA June 3,000.00
Check Mark W. Dieht, CPA CCs 3,000.00
Check Mark W. Diehi, CPA ccs 3,000.00
Check Mark W. Dietil, CPA ces 3,000.00
Check Mark W. Diehl, CPA CCs 3,000.00
Check Mark W. Dieht, CPA cCs 3.000.00
Check Mark W. Diehl, CPA ccs 3,000.00

Total Mark W. Dietl, CPA

36,000.00
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m: Abramioff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) M on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov,

Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2002 1:24 AM
To: van Home, Jon (Shid-DC-Legis)
Subject: RE: Section 207

They are TOTALLY interested in appropriations. Who said they weren't? thanks for all you
do {go to bed!t!)., 1)

——---Original Message—~—--

From: van Horne, Jon (Shld-DC-Legis}
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2002 2:21 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack {Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject: Re: Section 207

1 had heard that! Congratulations!! I also heard they weren't much interested in
getting approps. That may make our policy work all that more important.

We are having the interns prepare short backgrounders on each tribal client (history,
culture, statistics, etec.). After client review, we will have them printed up as hand
outs for things like pre-meetiqg briefings for staff and members as well as educating
ourselves. I will add Agua Caliente to the list. I am thinking we could make some subtle
distinctions in what we prepare for the high paying clients {add photographs, maps, stuff
like that--nothing too obvious).

This is in addition to what we are doing on various policy issues. We have had several
meetings this week with the group that I need to summarize for you. .

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld {www.BlackBerry.net}

~--Original Message—-v--
From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov} <abramoffj
To: van Horne, Jon (Shld~DC-Legis) <Van_horne.
Sent: Thu Jun 27 02:09:38 2002 .
Subject: RE: Section 207

By the way, landed Agua Caliente today for a biggie ($150K/month).

From: van Horne, Jon (Shld-DC-Legis)
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2002 1:59 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack {Dir-DC-Gov}
Subject: Re: Section 207

Importance: High

I will need to get it from my files at work. First thing in the morning okay?

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld (www.BlackBerry.net) -

————— Original Message--—-- .
From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-PC-Gov) <abramoff3j

To: van Horne, Jon (Shld-DC-Legis) <Van _horne
Sent: Thu Jun 27 01:56:20 2002

Subject: Section 207

Jon, please get me language asap which includes the Alabama Coushatta in the repeal of the
anti-gaming provisions of the reorganization act. I believe we have come 4o terms with.
then,  though Neil Volz, vou and I might be.the only ones who will know about .this on our.
side. Please get it to me on email asap. thanks.
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The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Baggett, did either Mr. Abramoff or Mr. Van
Horn approach the firm about the legitimacy of this transaction?

Mr. BAGGETT. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. And there is another e-mail, exhibit 220, and it
says, there is an entry for a $20,000-payment to Jon Van Horn for
“legal work.” For the record, according to bank records, that money
appears to have been paid out of Coushatta funds received by Mr.
Scanlon on January 18, 2002. Mr. Baggett, was Mr. Van Horn’s re-
ceipt of that $20,000 from Scanlon while a Greenberg Traurig em-
ployee a violation of firm policy?

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Worfel, I would like you to look at exhibit
182. Can we show that to Mr. Worfel please? There is a binder in
front of you. Would you look at it, exhibit 182. Maybe one of the
staff can help.

It is an e-mail that we are looking at there, Mr. Worfel. It is an
e-mail exchange between Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Van Horn. In it,
Mr. Abramoff writes, “Jon, please get me language asap which in-
cludes the Alabama Coushatta in the repeal of the anti-gaming pro-
visions of the Reorganization Act. I believe we have come to terms
with them through Neil Volz. You and I might be the only ones
who will know about this on our side.”

It appears that Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Van Horn were preparing
to help the Alabama Coushatta get legalized gaming in Texas. Is
that the way you read that?

Mr. WORFEL. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. What is your reaction to that?

Mr. WORFEL. Another way for these thieves to extort money from
us again. They are supposed to be looking after the best interests
of the Coushatta Tribe, receiving payments from our tribe to op-
pose gaming in Texas. Now they are here trying to help another
tribe or any gaming in Texas, which goes against any ethics that
they should stand by.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Van Hoof and Mr. Baggett, look at 183, if
you would, exhibit 183, an e-mail exchange between Mr. Abramoff
and Mr. Van Horn. If you look at the last page which is actually
the first e-mail in the exchange, Mr. Abramoff tells Mr. Van Horn,
“the basic deal is that if we get them,” talking about the Alabama
Coushatta, “legal, they have to pay into a fund which we control
10 percent of their gaming revenue, which is the best approach
here. What is done with other percentage deals with tribes and we
will use those funds at our complete discretion.”

Ms. Van Hoof, what is your reaction to Mr. Abramoff’s attempt
to represent the Alabama Coushatta to get legalized gambling?

[Exhibit follows:]
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gav)
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2002 8:10 AM
To: van Home, Jon (Shid-DC-Legis}
Subject: Re: urgent

Yes if that will pass perpetuity muster with nigc : )
Jack Abramoff

————— Original Message~-~-~=

From: van Horne, Jon {5hld-DC-lLegis) <Van_horned

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC~Gov) <abramoffs >
Sent: Thu Jun 27 10:07:12 2002

Subject: RE: urgent

Can the general form of the agreement be a consulting agreement?

----- Original Message~---~

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC~Gov}
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2002 9:57 AM
Tot: van Horne, Jon (Shld-DC-Legis)
Subject: Re: urgent

It would be far better to sort it out right now. I don't trust these guys and-this is
wmoving mega fast. I need to get them the doc cob today and we need it to he ‘what will stay
forever. Can u do it and check all the non profxt issues today” Jack-Abramoff

~Original Message——-~- .
From: van Horne, Jon ({Shld-DC-Legis) <Va
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) <abramof.
Sent: Thu Jun 27 09:49:08 2002 e e sy
Subject: RE: urgent - : o :

Legally doing the perpetual thing {i.e., infinitely repnewable contract) is {(relatively)
easy; keep:mg it in place politically is the challenge. - I think the Foundation idea makes :
it easier for the tribe internally and externally to justify the payments.. . .Also the ~ ...
payments need to be net after management fees if any to-avoid. NIGC)sm.ff:mg about. That
way it is essentially a percentage of what the tribe ,gets and cannot be confused with a
management agreement. Actually 1 just thought of somethxng that makes it even more vital
to use a foundation (or hing like that}. . IGRA has. limitations on what the tribe can
spend its net on; although NIGC has seldom questioned tribal uses, it is on the books and
using a foundation would make it much more likely that the payments can be challenged
Foundations can be set up with self perpetuating boards and if we don't try to claim a lot
of tax advantages {e.g. 501c3 status), my impression is that the foundation has-
substantial latitude on what it does with its funds. - I suggest we have a contract with a
for profit entity now while we sort this out.  Suggestion: NA Consultants, Inc. {as in

Native American).

----- Original Message----—-

From: Abramoff, Jack (bir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2002 9:00 AM
To: van Horne, Jon (Shld-DC~Legxs)
‘Subject: RE: urgent

If we set up a Native American Political Foundatxon (and put in the contract that the
foundation had total discretion and no. repoztlnq requizements .to the- trlbe) could we do
the perpetual thing? .

GTG-E000252632
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From: van Horne, Jon (S5hld-DC-Legis)
Sent; Thursday, June 27, 2002 B:55 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack {Dir-DC~-Gov}
Subject: Re: urgent

I was thinking of a Native American Political Foundation that had a broad charter to do
stuff including grass roots organizing, etc. Primary purpose wWould be to give the A-C
political cover for long term payments, - One could have a for profit consultant/manager

that was taking a share off as fees, not from the tribe, but from the foundation.

For

right now I suggest the contract be with a for profit corp with the right to assign the
payments to another entity. Also I think having the payments be perpetual-would be a
political disaster when it becomes public. Actually now that I think about it, SAYING

that payments are perpetual is the problem. I will make payments extend for the
the contract and the contract renewable in some fashion.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld (www.BlackBerry.net)

————— Original Message---—-

From: Abramoff, Jack {Dir-DC-Gov} <abramoffj

To: van Horne, Jon (Shld-DC-Legis) <Van_horneJ >
Sent: Thu Jun 27 06:39:32 2002

Subject: RE: urgent

term of

I would prefer ultimate flexibility, since some of the money would not be used for

Indians. Would having a non-profit help us in-some way? how s0?

From: van Horne, Jon (Shld-DC-Legis)
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2002 8:37 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subjects Re: urgent

How about a foundation/not for profit? Would all expenditures relate to Indians?

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld {wwi.BlackBerry.net}

w-~a-0riginal Message—-——m~

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) <abramoffj
To: van Horne, Jon (Shld-DC-Legis) <Van_hoxned|
Sent: Thu Jun 27 08:25:46 2002 .
Subject: RE: urgent

Now
spend it on grass roots .stuff as well. .plus, they can only give $5K to a PAC.

I need the money into the company so we can draw fees from it if we want, or we can
I want it

to be a transfer to a coxp (or LP if that would somehow make it easier in maintaining the

perpetuity of the matterj.

From: van Horne, Jon {(Shld-DC-Legis)
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2002 6:24 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir~DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: urgent

Somehow I didn't see this last night. Question: If the tribe created a PAC and let XYL
Corp. manage it as their political advisor and agreed to put 10% into it, would you have

sufficient flexibility in spending the money?

————— Original Message~—-——

From: Abramoff, Jack {Dir-DC-Gov}
To: van Horne, Jon {Shld-DC-Legis)
Sent: 6/27/2002 1:56 AM

Subject: urgent

Importance: High

GTG-E000252633
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I need you to draft an airtight agreement between XYZ corporation (to be named later} and
the Alabama Coushatta Tribe of Texas with the following
points:

1. The tribe will instruct their attorneys, lobby;sts and
representatives immediately to cease all activity in Waslunqton, BC dnd or with the
federal government to obtain permission to operate cagino gaming.

2. Said cessation of activities shall remain in effect until two
weeks after the United States Congress recesses for the summer in August 2002.
3. If, during the period of cessation noted above, the tribe

obtains permission from the federal government {other than through the

courts) to operate casino gaming, through any means, including but not limited te any
Executive Branch Administrative Act or Congressional legislation. the tribe agrees to pay
XYZ corporation 10% of the gaming EBITDA.

4. Said payment shall be made in perpetuity (Jon, is this possible?

how can we characterize the payment? Can we make it consulting fees?

The basic deal is that if we get them legal, they have to pay into a fund which we control
10 percent of their gaming revenue (is ebitda the best approach here? What is done with
other percentage deals with .

tribes?) and we will use those funds at our complete discretion. We'll use them for
political costs and contributions. I intend to get them to hire us separately.

Anyway, please let me know how we can do this asap. I have to get this papéred
immediately.

P : S GTG-E000252634
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Ms. VAN HoOF. If this is true, Senator, then this would be a com-
plete betrayal of the Coushatta Tribe.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Worfel, as you mentioned in your opening
statement, Mr. Abramoff wanted you to write a letter to the Louisi-
ana congressional delegation in an attempt to derail this investiga-
tion and also suggested that the tribe not cooperate with the com-
mittee investigation. Is that true?

Mr. WORFEL. Very true, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. What did he say to you?

Mr. WORFEL. He said if we should write a letter to congressional
delegates of Louisiana to stop the committee’s investigation be-
cause we had sovereign immunity and First Amendment rights. He
wanted me to do that. I would not do it, and now I know he wanted
me to take the bullet and him sit back and just relax.

The CHAIRMAN. I just have a few more questions.

Ms. Van Hoof, if you look at exhibit 99, it is an e-mail from Mr.
Scanlon to you. Attached are invoices, one purportedly from Green-
berg Traurig for $1 million for “public affairs services.” Ms. Van
Hoof, was it your understanding that the $1 million was going to
be used for political activities benefitting the tribe?

Ms. VAN HOOF. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. Did the tribe authorize anyone to use that $1
million as a charitable contribution to the Capital Athletic Founda-
tion?

Ms. VAN HooF. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Did the tribe ever intend to make a $1 million-
contribution to Jack Abramoff’s personal charity?

Ms. VAN HooF. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Baggett, was Capitol Campaign Strategies a
Greenberg Traurig public affairs entity?

Mr. BAGGETT. No, sir; we had no interest in Capitol Campaign
Strategies.

The CHAIRMAN. So Mr. Scanlon’s statement is not true.

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Was Mr. Scanlon authorized to send an invoice
on Greenberg Traurig’s behalf?

Mr. BAGGETT. No, sir; he was not.

Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Go ahead please.

Mr. BAGGETT. If I might point out——

The CHAIRMAN. Please go ahead.

Mr. BAGGETT. the invoice exhibit 99 purporting to be from
Greenberg Traurig, “Greenberg” is misspelled.

The CHAIRMAN. Okay. That i1s an important point. Thank you for
bringing it up, Mr. Baggett. [Laughter.]

Mr. BAGGETT. I doubt we would be issuing an invoice with our
name misspelled.

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; got you. Thank you.

To be clear, the $1 million was not treated as income by Green-
berg Traurig.

Mr. BAGGETT. No, sir; it was not.

The CHAIRMAN. And it was not treated as a charitable contribu-
tion by Greenberg Traurig.

Mr. BAGGETT. No, sir; it was not.
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The CHAIRMAN. One other thing, Mr. Baggett. What did Mr.
Abramoff tell you about his skyboxes?

Mr. BAGGETT. Mr. Abramoff told us that the skyboxes were
leased by various Indian tribes.

The CHAIRMAN. Among other things, for Redskins games?

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir; for Redskins games. The skyboxes were
leased by the Indian tribes; that he had certain personal expenses
for personal use of them, but that they were not in his name nor

were they ever in the firm’s name.
[Exhibit follows:]
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From: Mike Scanion {mike

Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2001 4:52 PM
To: kvanhoof

Ce: abramoffj

Subject: Invoices

GT Battleground ousiana Invocie on ' -
Invoice.doc (1. Battie Gro... v ces

<<GT Battleground Invoice.doc>> <<Lousiana Invocie on Battle
Ground,. doe>>
We broke this into two invoices - one to be paid to Greenberg Traurig for im, and one paid
to Capitol Campaign Strategies ~ GT's public affairs entity for the balance. We usually

just invoice you through Capitol Campaign Strategies so the Lawyers at the firm rest easy
while we are out burning the country side.

In this instance however we plan to do some things through the Law firm umbrella due to

their highly sensitive nature and confidentiality reasons. I hate hiding behind lawyers -
but we are going to do some crazy stuff on this one - so I guess its ok:):)

GTG-E000011383
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INVOICE

GREENBURG TRAURIG LLP

Coushatta Tribe Of Louisiana
Tribal Office Building

For: Public Affairs Services

Amount Due: 3 1390_9,0_00.00 . -

Total Amount Due ' ’ - 1,00000000

PAYABLE UPON RECIEPT

Please Make payable to:
Greenburg Traurig

ATTN: Courtney Roseman

GTG-E000011384
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Capitol Campaign Strategies INVOICE
# DATE: October 23, 201

SRR .
W = Payable Upon Recei
F:

To:
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana
Tribal Office Building
DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
10/23 Professional Services - .
$2,170,000.00
TOTAL $2,170,000.00
Wire all funds to: First Union National Bank
Washington, DC
Routing number: GHINGEGNGG_G—_—_G_
Acct. Name:
Acct #:

GTG-E000011385
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Senator Dorgan.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.

Mr. Baggett, you just referred to invoice 99, which on the top
says “Greenberg Traurig, $1 million, payable upon receipt.” The
word “Greenberg” is misspelled, and you called that to our atten-
tion. I assume you feel this is a fraudulent invoice?

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir; we had no knowledge, and speaking on
behalf of Greenberg Traurig, we had no knowledge of this invoice
being sent.

Senator DORGAN. You have looked, and no one in the firm has
ever seen this or understands it as part of the firm. So you believe
this is a fraudulent invoice?

Mr. BAGGETT. Yes, sir.

Senator DORGAN. All right.

Mr. Worfel, let me clarify just for 1 moment. Did Mr. Abramoff
suggest to you that you need not and should not cooperate with
this committee?

Mr. WORFEL. Yes, sir; Mr. Dorgan. He said we had sovereign im-
munity and First Amendment rights so we should not cooperate
and the letter would go to the congressional delegation to stop the
investigation.

Senator DORGAN. So he was suggesting you should not cooperate
with this committee. You were approached by Mr. Scanlon, by two
attorneys on behalf of Mr. Scanlon, asking you to sign some docu-
mentation after this committee indicated that the investigation was
ongoing. What kind of documents?

Mr. WORFEL. It was documents saying that Mike Scanlon did a
good job for us, and at the time, that was before we really knew
of any fraud committed against our tribe. I just assumed that they
were doing the right thing. That was done at Lake Charles, LA. I
picked him up at the airport. We did a couple of statements and
then took him back, and that is the last I have seen of him until
I saw one of them in here this morning.

Senator DORGAN. All right.

Ms. Van Hoof, let me go through a couple of e-mails with you,
if I might, that are part of the record. Number 29 is a March 28,
2001 cover sheet that refers to an e-mail in which you wrote that
the Coushatta had agreed to pay one-half the cost of a poll re-
quested by the Secretary of the Interior for CREA. Can you elabo-
rate on that just a bit, and what your understanding of this was?

Ms. VAN HoOF. This was in March 2001, Senator. I truthfully do
not remember the details, but there would have been normally
some type of written proposal made to the tribal council or perhaps
an in-person visit from the tribal council. There might have even
been an e-mail exchange between myself and Mr. Abramoff ex-
plaining the details of this poll and why the request was being
made to the tribe.

Senator DORGAN. The cover sheet which is on the monitor says
“attached is an e-mail from Jack Abramoff with the firm of Green-
berg Traurig, recently retained by the tribe for assistance in gov-
ernment affairs. The Coushatta and the Mississippi Band of Choc-
taw have agreed to each pay one-half the cost of a poll conducted
by the council for Republican Environmental Advocacy, which is
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being conducted on behalf of Gale Norton, Secretary of the Inte-
rior.”

[Exhibit follows:]
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VANHOOF & Assoal.i’
KATHRYN FOWLER VAN HOOF . Attorneys and Counselors at La OF COUNSEL
JOHN J. ZACHARY ) i LOUIS WELLAN, APLT
e eemperamepuem———
TELEPHONE (R

FacsiviLE (TN,
SENDER'S E-MAL: kvarhoo@ NIND

March 28, 2001

FAX COVER SHEET

FAX NUMBER TRANSMITTED TO: (Y

To: Erick LaRocque

of. Coushatta Tribe of Louisi

From: Kathryn Fowler Van Hoof

Client/Matter: Check request for CREA poll on behalf of Secretary of Interior

CONFIDENTIAL

Attached is an email from Jack Abramoff with the firm of Greenberg Traurig, receatly retained by
the Tribe for assistance with governmental affairs. Coushatta and Mississippi Band of Choctaw have
agreed to each pay % the cost of 2 poll conducted by the Council for Republican Bnvir tal
Advocacy, which is being conducted on behalf of Gayle Notton, Secretary of Interior.

Please immediately prepare a check made payable to the Council for Republican Envire s tal
Advocacy in the amount of $50,000.00 and forward to my office by Federal Express. T will then
Fed-X the check to Mr. Abramoff.

Ce: Chairman Lovelin Poncho
Approved;

Chairman Lovelin Poncho
Date: 3/28/01

The information contoined in this facsimile message Is information protected by attorney-client andior the attorneywork product
privilege. ltis intended only Jor the use of the individual named above and the privileges are not waived by virtue of this having been
sent by facsimile, Jf the person aetually receiving this facsimile or any other reader of the facsimile is not the tamed recipienl or
the employce or agent responsible to deliver it lo the named recipient, any wse, dissemination, distribution, or copying of the

i ir strictly prohiblied. If you have received this communication in error, please diately notify us by teleph
and return the original message to us at the above address via U.S. Postal Service.

COUSH-M&S(:KVH-OOM 170
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Ms. VAN HOOF. Yes, sir; the e-mail is not attached as part of the
exhibit, though, and I am assuming the e-mail probably gave a
greater description. Other than this, I do not recall.

Senator DORGAN. All right. Thank you.

Mr. Worfel, are you familiar with any of this?

Mr. WORFEL. No; all I am familiar with is the $50,000 donation
was supposed to go a national park study. The Department of the
Interior, we were told the Department of the Interior would look
at the Coushatta Tribe as friends if we would help them, and the
Choctaw was to donate 50 percent also.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Van Hoof, if we can go to exhibit 100, that
describes a strategy. It is a memorandum from Michael Scanlon in
which he proposed a $3.1-million battleground program to fight off
two potential gaming competitors.

For $150,000, Mr. Scanlon in this memo described how the pro-
gram would mobilize individuals to unwittingly protect casino reve-
nues of the Coushatta. He says, “simply put, we want to bring out
the wackos to vote against something and make sure the rest of the
public lets the whole thing slip past them. The wackos get their in-
formation from the Christian right, Christian radio and mail, the
internet and telephone trees.”

Do you recall this proposal and, if so, was the proposal engaged?
Was it successful? Who was he referring to as “wackos™ Do you
have any knowledge of this?

[Exhibit follows:]
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MEMORANDUM

TO: KATHY VANHOOF
FROM: MIKE SCANLON
SUBJECT: LOUSIANA POLITICAL BUDGET OUTLINE

DATE:  10/13/200
cc: JACK ABRAMOFF
Kathy,

In today’s meeting the council agteed to immediately move forward with the
Louisiana program we proposed in August and to immediately launch a
program to fight Delta Downs and Pinnacle.

We expressed repeatedly that when we say were going to move - it meant
today. To that end, we have already begun our operations on all fronts. As we
expressed to the council two battles, plus implementing the already proposed
program would be costly. Because we have already contracted our team
members on a great deal of this we wanted to send his memo® along
immediately outlining the specific costs associated-with all three effons We ate™
calling the three cumulative efforts the' “Batdegxmmif?togr % The memll ‘
requested budget for the “Battleground Program 1i5-$3,170, 000 00

The costs and their descriptions are s "fi)’llo'ws: N
Louisiana Political Targeting Progtamy - = =

As we discussed, we are taking what you built for the compact fight and extend
its reach even further. Our ultimate political objective is to control both houses
of the state legislature and the governor’s mapsion. In order to do so, we need
to modify your political database into a statewide format. But more importantly
we need to do this to have the necessary troops to win the battles in Lake
-'Chasles and Delta Downs. ’

To that end, we will identify supporters and issue voters in évery state
“legislative, state sepate and municipal election district in the state (we may want -
to limit the municipal districts for clarity’s sake). This will be done through the
same methods that we used for our cutrent database, but we will also identify

BBILC 017923
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‘and classify individuals who have no connection to the tbe. Again, our goal is
to ID the requisite number of voters in each distdct to swing any election OR
THE REFERNDUM APPROVING PINNACLE IN TWO MONTHS.

Again, this program will make you the dominant political force in every election district in
the state. This is an extremely large task, but very achievable and when completed you will
control the political playing field statewide.

Begioning Date: ASAP

Completion Deadline: November 15, 2001

Cost: $1,345,000.00.

Opposition Research

On the way to the airport we called 5 of the best oppo researchers in the
business. We ate conducting a full-blown oppo campaign including detailed
O&S on a numbez of subjects. Outside of Q&S we are conducting “standard”
political opposition research on the tracks, their associates, families, and
financial backers. The same program will be run on Pinnade.

We ate also conducting “political assessment” studies on the referendum
campaigns waged by the tracks in previous years. We must know everything'
about how they turned the corner on 2 losing issue last time, including who ran
 their campaign, who they paid off, and" who they are: paylngmow e

Without this information our chanccs are-: greatly mduccd We actualiy havc :
members of this team on their way to Lake Chatles as I write this.

Cost: $325,000.00 .

Third Party Allies Program T S e
This part of the program deals primasly with solidifying the support of the
Christian consetvatives and the minority religious outlets in SW Louisiana. We
will provide direct support to these entities.

Cost $575,000.00

— . BBLC 017924
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Polling and Tracking Polls

We ate conducting a seties of polls starting on Wednesday in the targeted
patishes to get an “honest read” on where both of the projects stand in the
court of public opinion. It is imperative that we find out as much as we can’
about these two projects before any money is spent on ezther side. This will
give us a “true” benchmark of whete things stand.

Monday we will conduct strategic polls testing our lines of attack and theiss.
The results of these polls will identify our best lines of attack and our
vulnetabilities Once we have those results in hand we will conduct

“messaging” polls. The strategic polls tell us whete to attack, but the messaging
polls tell us how to best to “phrase” or “package” our arguments for the
electotate,

Once this process is complete we will track our progress with bi-weekly
‘tracking polls and “benchmark polls which tell us if we are winning or if they
are winning. The tracking and benchmark polls give us a chance to change
“coursse if need be, or to increase what we ate doing.

Cost: $245,000.000
Mobilization - -

We'plinto ‘use three forms of communications to moblhze and. win these -
battles. Phones, mail and Chiristian radio. We' baheve that if you are on TV you
are generally losing battles like this. Our mission is t6 get specifically selected
groups of individuals to the polls to speak out AGAINST something,

To that end, your money is best spent ﬁnding them and communicating with
them on using the modes that they ate most likely to tespond to. Simply put we
want to bring out the wackos to vote against something and make sure the rest
of the public lets the whole thing slip past them. The wackos get their

information form the Christian right, Christian radio, mail, the intemet and
telephoue trees.

Mail

We will communicate with our tatgeted voters 3 times with Christian alert mail
pieces.

Cost: $150,000

3 ‘ pBALC 017925
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Phones

We ate going to wage several different phone campaigns in this fight. First, we
ate going to conduct advecacy calls educating or target audience. We expect to
complete 100,000 of these.

Next we intend to patch through our targeted votets to the approprate
decision makers and tie up their phone lines. We ate going to start with the
gaming commissioness office next week voicing overwhelming opposition to
the pinnacle license vote on the 20®. We will follow with a specialized list of
targeted offidals who we believe will move our way. This is a rather large
campaign, we expect to have at least 10 individual patch through phone
campaigns conducted alone. - :

We will also run GOTV (Get Out the Vote) phone calls leading up to the
referendum date. These calls go to OUR voters and OUR voters only. We tell
them when the polls are open — where they go to vote and how to get there. If
they need a ride — we will have a van come and get them.

Cost $330,000.00
Christian Radio

Most likely we will need to create a broad buzz among our supporters, and a
quick way to do this is by advertising on Chiristian Radio..-We will produce and
air at least two radio ads that give biblical reasons why Pinnacle should be
blocked and the tracks shut down. These will run at the appropsate times and -
exclusively on Chiistian radio.

Cost $200,000.00
Key Influential Support

We definitely expect the need to “bting some influential people/ decisions
makers on to our team” as we go through this process.

Cost: $150,000

_  BBALC 017926
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Ms. VAN HOOF. I recall that the council received this and many
proposals from either Jack Abramoff or Mike Scanlon. I do not re-
call whether all or part of it was accepted, but the council was defi-
n}iltely interested in monitoring and protecting itself against gaming
threats.

Senator DORGAN. In previous hearings and in documents for this
hearing, we have seen all this evidence of moving money around
through, among other, entities 501(c)(3)s and 501(c)(4)s in order to
obscure the identity of the money. Money was paid to Ralph Reed’s
organization, which we have seen in document trails in previous
hearings. When the Coushatta Tribe agreed with Mr. Abramoff to
hire Mr. Reed’s organization for its grassroots efforts, what ar-
rangements were made to pay him, Ms. Van Hoof?

Ms. VAN HoOF. As I recall, Mr. Abramoff requested that a direct
payment not be made from the Coushatta Tribe, who would be rec-
ognized as an Indian gaming tribe, to a conservative group associ-
ated with the Christian Coalition or other conservative groups,
even though their interests were aligned in this instance, which
was to oppose the expansion of gaming.

Senator DORGAN. So how did the money flow?

Ms. VaN HoOF. If T remember correctly, Mr. Abramoff asked if
the tribe had another entity through which the payment could be
made? The tribe did not. A tribal friend indicated that he did, and
that he would make the payment so long as he was reimbursed by
thedtribe, and that is my understanding of how the payment was
made.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Worfel, is that your understanding as well?

Mr. WORFEL. Yes; the payment was made to Ralph Reed. I mean,
it was going to Ralph Reed. That was done with the whole council
approving it. The council sat there and they approved it. If they got
amnesia, I cannot explain that, but it was done in a council meet-
ing.

Senator DORGAN. Was Mr. Reed aware of where the money was
coming from?

Mr. WORFEL. I cannot say if Mr. Reed did. I do not want to spec-
ulate, but he should know.

Senator DORGAN. Who was the friend? You said someone in the
tribe had a friend and so the money moved through a friend?

Ms. VAN HooF. Members of the tribal council had a friend whose
name was Aubrey Temple. It was through one of his companies
that the payment was made.

Senator DORGAN. Was it made directly, then, through only one
company? There are examples of it moving through two or three
entities.

Ms. VAN HooF. If my memory is correct, I think a wire transfer
was made from the Coushatta Tribe to the entity owned by Mr.
Temple, and then Mr. Temple made the payment.

Senator DORGAN. Excuse me for interrupting. Is that a for-profit
entity or a nonprofit entity?

Ms. VAN HoOF. I do not know anything about the entity.

Senator DORGAN. Let me ask about the contributions to CREA.
In e-mail traffic, and Mr. Griles will be testifying later today in an-
other panel, but there is so much on the record I will go to exhibits
29, 24 and then 37, and ask you about them. These are documents
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that are on the public record now that describe a relationship al-
leged by Ms. Federici, with Mr. Griles, and also by Mr. Abramoff.

Let me read these to you, if I might. Go to 24 if you would first.
In an e-mail on March 22, Mr. Abramoff writes that he “met with
the Interior guys today and they were ecstatic that the tribe was
going to help. If you can get me a check via Federal Express made
out to the Council of Republicans for Environmental Advocacy for
$50,000, that would be great. This is really going to help.”

[Exhibit follows:]
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Pagelof 1

Subj: CREA
Date: 03/22/2001 6:15:06 PM Central Standard Time

From:  abramofTj
To:  kvanhoo

I met with the Interior guys today and they were ecstatic that the tribe was

going to help. 1f you can get me a check via federal made out to "Councll

for Republmn Environmentat Advocacy” for $50K that would be great.  This .
Is really going to help. We'll chat tomorrow.

The information contalned in this transmission may contain

privileged and confidential information. it is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication s strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipiont, please contact the sender by reply emait
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To roply {0 our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmaster@YINIIY

Headers
Return-Path: <abramoffj

Roosved homs oo 120 eSS -4 QU
(v77_r1.21) with ESMTP; Thu, 22 Mar 2001 19:15:06

Rechived: from mia-srv02 NS (v QUENERURERNY, by 205 G v77_r121)
;am ESMTP; Thy, 22 Mar 2001 19:15:02-0500 .
eceived: by mia-srvozw internet Mait Service (INNANEY
id <HMP1AIRS>; Thuy, ar 2001 19:14:46 -0500
Message-0: <A10909209820894(:A56326253F95AC4788AOBE@wdc-srvo1—
From: abramol
To: kvanhoo
Subject CREA
Date: Thu, 22 Mar 2001 19:14:43 -0500
"MIME-Version: 1.0
X-Maller: intemet Mail Service (TN
Conlent-Type: text/plain;

. charset="is0-8859-1"

Monday, March 26,2001  America Online: K Vanhoof

COUSHMiscKVH-OOM 17T
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Senator DORGAN. What was your understanding of what this was
going to help with? And who was Mr. Abramoff, do you believe,
claiming to be meeting with at this point?

Ms. VAN HoOF. This is in March 2001, and I am not sure if I
have my dates correct. I am not sure if this had to do with the poll-
ing or not. Further e-mails might better reflect what this actually
represented.

Senator DORGAN. There were two checks made to CREA. Is that
correct? Were there two payments or three payments made to
CREA?

Mr. WORFEL. I know of one.

Senator DORGAN. For $150,000?

Mr. WORFEL. The one I know was $50,000.

Senator DORGAN. I believe the record to show that there were
two payments for a total of $150,000. Ms. Van Hoof, you are cor-
rect, there was an attachment to one of the payments that it was
going to be, helping to pay for a survey that the Interior Secretary
allegedly wanted done.

I think, Mr. Worfel, you answered you were unaware of any sur-
vey ever being done; you never received a survey, right?

Mr. WORFEL. Correct. Never have.

Senator DORGAN. Exhibit No. 37. In an e-mail to you, Ms. Van
Hoof, Mr. Abramoff references Deputy Secretary Griles as the fel-
1(})1W ‘\?IVhO we helped with the CREA project. What did he mean by
that?

Ms. VAN Hoor. No. 37?

Senator DORGAN. I have document No. 37. It is dated April 5,
2001.

[Exhibit Follows:]
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Page 1of 2

Subj: RE: Norton, appropriations request

Data: 04/05{2001 6:30:55 PM Central Daylight Time
From:  abramofi ’

To:  KVanh

cc: mﬁ&%

Not set yet, but probably the candidate from Oklahoma, They seem to be pulfing out all gaming issues from
BIA and sending it to the Secretary, which will be good for us, once the Dep Sec s in place (fhe fellow who we
helped with the CREA project). Regarding the approps, | can't recall if you had given us detailed descriptions
(including budgets) for the request for funds. Do you have these? Get us as much detail about these projects
and we'll get it moving.

~QOriginal Message-w—

From: KVanhoolGYNIEIEE [mailto:KVal
Sent: Thursday, Apsil 05, 2001 3:35 PM
To:

Subfect: Re: Norton, appropriations request

Mike will visit Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. Any word on the
appointrment for Asst, Secy over BIA?

One of the tribal council members asked me to speak with you again about
appropriations for the tribe. He remembered that you indicated such requests
shouid be in by this month. Their interests include additionat funding for

the local public schools in Eiton, Louistana; the tribal preschool; and the

four laning of Hwy 180 between Opelousas, Louisiana and DeQuincy, Louiskana.
~ Letme know anything further you need.

“The intormation contained in this transmission may contain

privileged and confidential information. it ss intended only .
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the

intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,

dissemination, distribution or duplication of this

communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the

intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email

and destroy all coples of the original message.

To reply to ow emall administrator directly, please send an

email to postmaster A=

COUSH-MiscKVH-0001708
Thursday, April 05,2001 (NG Vanhoof
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Ms. VAN HOOF. I do not recall, Senator. I have not reviewed this
e-mail in preparation for testimony today. I am sure I knew at the
time.

Senator DORGAN. First, let me go to Mr. Baggett quickly. Mr.
Baggett, the chairman of the committee appropriately, I think, said
at the start of this hearing in his opening statement that your firm
has been cooperative with this committee, I believe in every way,
in our requests for documents and response to the subpoenas and
SO on.

So we appreciate that, but I think it is important to ask, at that
period in the firm when this occurred, what kind of culture existed
that it was allowed to occur. Was there a spectacular lack of man-
agement or oversight of particularly Mr. Abramoff?

Mr. BAGGETT. Senator, our firm is a large national firm that
makes no excuse for anything. The shareholders and attorneys of
our firm and the non-attorney professionals such as Mr. Abramoff
are all held to a strict code of professional responsibility that ap-
Flies to all lawyers and to our own policies and procedures of the
irm.

We expect each shareholder, each director, as Mr. Abramoff was,
to honor those responsibilities. We, and I do not believe any profes-
sional services firm has the ability to micro-manage the day-to-day
activities of their members. What Mr. Abramoff did was important
to us. What he did he did without our knowledge. He is an amaz-
ingly gifted person at having two sides to him.

When you meet with Mr. Abramoff in a professional environ-
ment, he is a most responsible-sounding person. In fact, one of the
attractions that we had to Mr. Abramoff was his discipline and or-
ganization in the lobby practice. Very few lobbyists that I have
seen in my career have the kind of accountable discipline that Mr.
Abramoff required of his teams.

We were probably more shocked than anyone could be to find
what we found. We have the policies. We have the codes. We have
the responsibilities. This was an intentional act of deception by Mr.
Abramoff on the clients, on us, and on everyone he dealt with.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Baggett, we did not see the gifts you de-
scribed. When Mr. Abramoff was called before this committee, he
took the Fifth Amendment.

Mr. BAGGETT. That is true.

Senator DORGAN. So we do not know of that which you described
about the other side of this fellow.

I want to ask about two additional points. This relates to an As-
sociated Press story of Tuesday, June 21, 2005. It relates to money
that apparently, Ms. Van Hoof, you would have been aware of, a
contribution for activities that were arranged by Americans for Tax
Reform for a White House gathering. Can you tell us about that
$25,000 contribution as described in the Associated Press in June?

Ms. VAN HOOF. I do not remember that particular article, but I
can tell you about the contribution made and why it was made.
When Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon were hired by the tribal coun-
cil, the extreme focus at that point was on renewal of the compact
with the State of Louisiana and establishing a strong PR campaign
and grassroots campaign that would support that effort. It was a
very concentrated, focused effort for that reason.
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The tribe had had successful lobbying relationships in years past
with prior Administrations with great success, but did not have, as
we understood it, the same type of relationship with the new Ad-
ministration. So one of the things that Mr. Abramoff offered was
opportunities to meet and greet, establish name recognition for the
tribe, provide a photo opportunity, make political contributions,
and this was one of those occasions.

We were in the midst of a very heated compact negotiation proc-
ess. It was a great press release to be able to say that the chair-
man had met with the President during that period of time. This
particular organization was also a conservative organization, and
at the meeting they really did meet and discuss tax reform issues.
I think the tribal council in support of that effort did perhaps after
that pass a resolution in support of tax reform initiatives.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Van Hoof, there is actually, I think, an ac-
tivity on the part of the tribe to do so, as a result of being asked
to go to the meeting. The $25,000 contribution, where did that go?

Ms. VAN HOOF. As they usually did, Jack Abramoff presented
this as an opportunity for the tribe to contribute. I do not recall if
it was called sponsoring or hosting the event, but it was a contribu-
tion made to that organization.

Senator DORGAN. Which organization?

Ms. VAN HoOF. To Americans for Tax Reform.

Senator DORGAN. And one final point. We have talked a lot about
the political contributions that have been made and the money that
was described here. I want to correct the record. The Associated
Press article I was referring to about that particular issue was a
June 8 Associated Press story.

There is a June 21 Fox Newsstory that talks about, $55,000 in
contributions that had been written and then returned to a mem-
ber of the leadership in the House, and had been requested to be
diverted to other organizations. Can you describe that?

Ms. VAN HOOF. No, sir; I cannot. At that time, the tribal council
was following the advice of Mr. Abramoff and if Mr. Abramoff made
a suggestion, they trusted his advice and followed it.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Worfel.

Mr. WORFEL. Sir.

Senator DORGAN. Are you aware of that?

Mr. WORFEL. I cannot recall that, sir.

Senator DORGAN. I will submit written questions on that to the
witnesses.

Mr. Chairman, I think that is all I have for these witnesses at
this time. I would like to ask if we could submit written questions.

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection. Maybe soon you will receive
some written questions. I thank the witnesses and I appreciate
your testimony. It has been very helpful and you are dismissed.

The next panel is B.R. McConnon, president, Democracy Data
and Communications; Christopher Cathcart, former associate, Cap-
itol Campaign Strategies; and Gail Halpern, Jack Abramoff’s
former tax adviser. Welcome.

We will begin with you, Mr. McConnon.
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STATEMENT OF B.R. McCCONNON, PRESIDENT, DEMOCRACY
DATA AND COMMUNICATIONS

Mr. McCoNNON. Thank you and good morning, Mr. Chairman
and honorable members of this committee.

My name is Bernard R. McConnon, III. I am the founder and
CEO of Democracy Data and Communications, commonly referred
to as DDC. Before I begin, I wish to note for the record that I am
appearing here voluntarily at the request of this committee.

DDC is a leading provider of grassroots impact database manage-
ment services, and website and communications programs to the
public affairs market. Among our products is Democracy Direct, a
proprietary relational database management application which we
offer under an application service provider model. The Democracy
Direct system allows clients to catalog an immense amount of in-
formation about their stakeholders and other assets, and then
search, sort and segment that information in complex ways to fa-
cilitate more effective and efficient communication efforts on legis-
lative and regulatory issues.

Our client list includes a majority of the Fortune 100, many of
the largest trade and professional associations, and several of the
country’s largest membership organizations as well. In 2001, DDC
was hired by Capitol Campaign Strategies and later by Scanlon
Gould to first provide data warehousing and then online database
management services for several Indian tribes, including the Lou-
isiana Coushatta.

I understand from your staff that the committee has some ques-
tions regarding our contract with CCS and I am happy to answer
them at this time.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Mr. Cathcart.

STATEMENT OF CHRISTOPHER CATHCART, FORMER ASSOCI-
ATE, CAPITOL CAMPAIGN STRATEGIES, ACCOMPANIED BY
CHARLIE LEEPER, ESQ.

Mr. CATHCART. Good morning, Mr. Chairman, Senator Dorgan. I
am joined here today by Charlie Leeper, an attorney with Spriggs
and Hollingsworth.

Since at least as early as September 2004, I have been cooperat-
ing with the committee staff investigators by answering questions
and responding to inquiries regarding work performed by my
former employer, Capitol Campaign Strategies and its affiliated
companies collectively, CCS, for and on behalf of various tribal cli-
ents.

For example, on September 21, 2004 I was interviewed by com-
mittee investigators Pablo Carrillo and Katherine Rossi. On that
occasion, I responded to each and every question posed by Mr.
Carrillo and Ms. Rossi. Those questions pertained to numerous as-
pects of the work performed by CCS for its tribal clients, including
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan, the Agua
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, and the Tigua Indians of Ysleta
del Sur Pueblo, as well as various other matters.

Similarly, on November 4, 2004, I was interviewed by committee
investigators Pablo Carrillo, Bryan Parker, and Katherine Rossi.
On that occasion, I responded to each and every question posed by
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Messrs. Carrillo and Parker and by Ms. Rossi. Those questions per-
tained to numerous aspects of the work performed by CCS for its
tribal clients, principally the Tigua Indians of Ysleta del Sur Pueb-
lo, as well as to various other matters.

On May 5, 2005, I was once again interviewed by committee in-
vestigators Pablo Carrillo, Bryan Parker and Katherine Rossi. On
that occasion, I responded to each and every question posed by
Messrs. Carrillo and Parker and by Ms. Rossi. Those questions per-
tained to numerous aspects of the work performed by CCS for its
tribal clients, including the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
and the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan, as well as to
various other matters.

In all, I estimate that I have submitted to approximately 15
hours of questioning. Furthermore, I responded verbally and in
writing through counsel to all follow-up inquiries posed by commit-
tee counsel. I have done this as a result of my respect for this com-
mittee and its objectives.

Recently, I was made aware of a request from the committee in-
vestigators to make myself available to answer inquiries regarding
work that CCS performed for the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana.
Even though I no longer reside in the Washington, DC metropoli-
tan area, I offered, through my counsel, to accommodate this re-
quest by traveling to Washington at my own expense to appear for
a further interview on Saturday, October 15, 2005, and at that
time to answer any and all questions the committee investigators
may have regarding the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana.

I am informed that the committee investigators rejected my offer
to appear for an interview and instead insisted that I give a deposi-
tion where the questions and answers would be then transcribed by
a court reporter. Through my counsel, I declined to provide a depo-
sition, but I am appearing voluntarily at this hearing today.

I am aware that the U.S. Department of Justice is conducting a
criminal investigation of events relating to lobbying and other pro-
fessional services rendered on behalf of various Native American
groups, including certain services provided by CCS for and on be-
half of the tribal clients identified above. I understand that as a
former CCS employee, I am a witness to certain events within the
scope of the DOJ investigation and I am in possession of informa-
tion that could further the objectives of that investigation.

I further understand that it may be inconsistent with those ob-
jectives for me to submit at this time to a deposition or transcribed
questioning conducted by individuals other than DOJ investigators.

With all respect, such a deposition or transcribed questioning by
the committee investigators may give rise to ambiguous cir-
cumstances that could jeopardize my position as a witness in that
ongoing investigation.

Given these circumstances and having considered the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling in Ohio v. Reiner that the fifth amendment of
the U.S. Constitution protects the innocent who might be ensnared
by ambiguous circumstances, I accept the advice of my legal coun-
sel and respectfully and regretfully will decline to answer questions
at any hearing, deposition or transcribed interview conducted by
the committee and/or its staff on the basis of the rights guaranteed
to me by the fifth amendment.



59

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

Mr. Cathcart, my understanding is that your response to any
question from the committee at this time would be an assertion of
your legitimate fifth amendment rights. Is that correct?

Mr. CATHCART. That is correct.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

Ms. Halpern.

STATEMENT OF GAIL HALPERN, JACK ABRAMOFF’S FORMER
TAX ADVISOR

Ms. HALPERN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice Chairman,
and members of the committee.

My name is Gail Halpern. I am a part-time accountant. I am a
certified public accountant and a personal financial planner.

Mr. and Mrs. Abramoff were my clients from early 1997 until
September 2004. I knew Mrs. Abramoff on a social basis and she
asked me sometime in early 1997 to be her and Mr. Abramoff’s ac-
countant and prepare their personal income tax returns. The fol-
lowing is a general description of the services I performed for the
Abramoffs.

I prepared Mr. and Mrs. Abramoff’s personal income tax returns
from the 1996 tax year until the 2002 tax year, inclusive. I pre-
pared gift tax returns for Mr. and Mrs. Abramoff when required
during this time as well. I prepared their children’s income tax re-
turns and I prepared trust income tax returns for the Jack and
Pamela Abramoff family, up to and including the 2003 tax year as
required.

I prepared personal and trust tax returns based on information
provided by Mr. and Mrs. Abramoff or by those authorized to pro-
vide such information on their behalf, namely Mr. Abramoff’s office
at Preston Gates or later at Greenberg Traurig, or Mr. Abramoff’s
business office. I did not prepare any corporate, partnership or tax
exempt entity returns, as I am not an expert in those areas of the
law. Those returns were prepared by other competent accountants.
Upon their request, I provided some tax planning advice to Mr. and
Mrs. Abramoff within my limited areas of expertise.

I also provided some estate planning advice and some financial
planning advice to Mr. and Mrs. Abramoff as requested by them.
I also answered general accounting and tax questions from the
Abramoffs or from other authorized people in Mr. Abramoff’s offices
as mentioned earlier. Any questions that I was not able to answer,
such as questions that were specific to a certain area of accounting
or law, I referred to attorneys or accountants who practiced in that
area of accounting or law.

Mr. or Mrs. Abramoff made all of the decisions. For Mr.
Abramoff’'s daily checking account and for some of his business en-
tities, I worked with Mr. Abramoff’s business office to help imple-
ment a bookkeeping software package that required them to input
all the information required for me or for others to prepare tax re-
turns. I did not keep the books or prepare the books for Mr.
Abramoff’s daily checking account, business entities, or for any of
the non-profit entities that he started.

Rather, my role was to answer questions or refer him to special-
ists who could answer questions when such questions were posed
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by Mr. Abramoff or by the bookkeeping personnel or staff. The day
to day bookkeeping work was done by others. I was not an em-
ployee, officer, director or member of any of Mr. Abramoff’s entities.
Instead, I am an independent accountant and I serve other clients
besides the Abramoffs.

The tax returns that I prepared and any tax, estate and financial
planning services that I rendered were based on information pro-
vided to me by Mr. or Mrs. Abramoff or by personnel in Mr.
Abramoff’s offices mentioned earlier. To the best of my knowledge,
and based upon the information that they provided to me, all in-
come received by the Abramoffs or their children or their family
trust for which I prepared income tax returns was reported and in-
cluded in the relevant tax returns.

Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Mr. McConnon, your business, as you mention, is to build data-
bases so that people can send out e-mails, communicate with vot-
ers, et cetera. Right?

Mr. McCoNNON. That is correct.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Scanlon apparently told the Louisiana
Coushatta Tribe and other tribes that his company built your data-
base. Is that correct? Is that your understanding?

Mr. McCoNNON. That is my understanding, yes.

The CHAIRMAN. And ended up charging the Coushatta Tribe and
other tribes millions of dollars for it. Too bad you did not get in
on that, huh Mr. McConnon?

In fact, there was not a lot of activity on the account, was there?

Mr. McCONNON. After an initial period of time when we set the
system up, which was in 2001, the contract lasted through 2000
and ended in 2003, and there was substantial drop-off in activity
after the initial set up of it.

The CHAIRMAN. Your company built, updated, and maintained
the database. Is that right?

Mr. McCONNON. Yes; it is important to note that when talking
about the database, that there are two ways that that term can be
used. One is to describe the system itself, the Democracy Direct
system in this case that I am talking about, which is the applica-
tion. There is also the data that goes into the application that is
derived from a lot of different sources.

The CHAIRMAN. The work you did paid you about $104,000? Is
that roughly correct?

Mr. McCoNNON. That is right.

The CHAIRMAN. They created a database basically that was less
capable than yours?

Mr. McCONNON. At some point, I believe what you are referring
to is at some point with tribes other than those that we were work-
ing for through CCS and Scanlon Gould, apparently at some point
CCS or Scanlon Gould began to offer their own version of a similar
system to other tribes.

The CHAIRMAN. That was less capable than yours?

Mr. McCoNNON. From what I have been shown, yes, far less.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Scanlon charged the Pueblo Sandia Tribe $1
million for that database. Are you aware of that?

Mr. McCoNNON. I was not, no.
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The CHAIRMAN. Do you think the database was worth anything
near $1 million?

Mr. McCoONNON. From what I have seen, no.

The CHAIRMAN. We are told by other witnesses it was really
worth about $20,000. Is that a good estimate?

Mr. McCoNNON. That is probably in the neighborhood.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you have a theory as to how those databases
were probably designed?

Mr. McCoNNON. From what I have seen, the databases that were
offered to the other tribes, the part that is visible to the tribes, the
screen as was described earlier, is strikingly similar to a portion
of our system that was being licensed for the first set of tribes.

The CHAIRMAN. Like reverse engineering?

Mr. McCoNNON. Like reverse engineering.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Cathcart negotiated the contract with your
company on Mr. Scanlon’s behalf. Is that correct?

Mr. McCONNON. That is correct. Well, the initial contract in-
volved Mr. Cathcart, Mr. Scanlon, myself, and other people on my
staff. There were subsequent contracts that were negotiated by
Chris with other people on my staff.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Cathcart seemed to be the one who was run-
ning operations for Mr. Scanlon. Is that correct?

Mr. McCONNON. From interaction with our firm, yes.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. McConnon, you have conducted business
with lots of lobbying shops and other similar organizations. How
common is it for a grassroots firm to pay referral fees for busi-
nesses brought to it by a lobbyist?

Mr. McCONNON. In my experience, it is not done. My under-
standing is that lobbyists cannot receive referral fees for business
that their clients are doing.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Cathcart, while working for Mr. Scanlon, I
understand you were very handsomely compensated. In fact, you
started off with a salary of $44,000 plus an additional $35,000
bonus in 2001. By 2003, you received a salary of $105,000 and a
bonus of $390,000. Do you wish to comment on how you merited
such generous compensation from Mr. Scanlon?

Mr. CATHCART. Mr. Chairman, regrettably I have to stand by my
statement.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Halpern, while working for Mr. Abramoff as
his tax advisor, you provided, when asked, tax advice on the Cap-
ital Athletic Foundation. Correct?

Ms. HALPERN. Correct, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. In the course of your employment with Mr.
Abramoff, did you ever observe the Capital Athletic Foundation en-
gaging in activity inconsistent with its own tax exempt mission?

Ms. HALPERN. Based on my limited knowledge of the tax law in
the tax exempt areas, and based on the limited knowledge that I
have of the Capital Athletic Foundation, I am not aware of any ac-
tivities that it engaged in that would negate the tax law.

The CHAIRMAN. In 2001, the Capital Athletic Foundation claimed
that the Louisiana Coushatta Tribe was the single largest contribu-
tor with a payment of $1 million. As has already been testified, the
tribe never intended to make a contribution to the Capital Athletic
Foundation. Mr. Scanlon told the tribe its $1 million was going to



62

go to Greenberg Traurig for grassroots activities. Did Mr. Abramoff
tell you anything about that purported $1 million donation?

Ms. HALPERN. I found out about the $1-million donation after the
fact, that is, after it occurred sometime. In trying to recollect what
happened, Mr. Abramoff has an internal accountant who kept the
books of the Capital Athletic Foundation and he booked this con-
tribution income.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know the name of that accountant?

Ms. HALPERN. David Pierce. I believe he was preparing the 2001
books at some time in 2002. Okay? In other words, let me give you
a little bit more background to give you a better understanding.
Mr. Abramoff had a business office. This business office did not
startup, did not have employees running it until sometime early in
2002. During 2001, Mr. Abramoff had a very close associate at
Greenberg who maintained, to the best of my knowledge at least,
maintained these types of transactions for him.

The CHAIRMAN. Who was that?

Ms. HALPERN. That person’s name is Mr. Rodney Lane.

Therefore, when I am saying I found out after the fact, it is not
like someone lifted up the telephone and said to me, you know,
Gail, we just got $1 million in. I was looking at the QuickBooks
that Mr. Pierce had prepared. First, the QuickBooks did not have
that donation recorded, and then it had it recorded, I believe, as
a donation from Mr. Abramoff.

I said to Mr. Pierce, you know, I think Mr. Abramoff would tell
me if he made a $1-million donation and I do not see it coming out
of his personal account. So can you please research this and tell me
if you have it correct. He went back and researched this entry that
he did, and he said, I apologize; I made a mistake. It came from
a Coushatta Tribe. That is, the $1 million came from a Coushatta
Tribe.

At that point, trying to recollect what happened, I said, okay, you
know, correct the books to properly show whatever it is you are
saying it did. And I would say it was approximately November
2002 when the 2001 tax return was being prepared by the tax ac-
countants. I said to Mr. Abramoff, I believe it is an e-mail which
I have submitted to your committee, I just want to touch base with
you again about this $1 million. I say, “again”, because of whenever
it was that I initially found out about the contribution and Mr.
Pierce said, no, it is not from Mr. Abramoff, it is from Coushatta.

At that point, I said to Mr. Abramoff, I just want to make sure
that this is correct information and that this income is not your in-
come nor can it be construed as your income, because if it can be
construed as your income, it is not a charitable donation. It is your
earned income. And Mr. Abramoff assured me that this was a do-
nation from a tribe.

Just to back up to where I started off, in November 2002, just
before he signed the tax return, I repeated my information to him
again, saying I just wanted to make sure because this is what you
told me back when I found out about the contribution. I just want
to make sure that all this information in the tax return is correct,
and I am faxing to you that page of the tax return that lists con-
tributors.
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Private foundations list contributors of $5,000 or greater. This
document is a public document. It is displayed on the Internet. You
or I could go on the Internet and look and see who contributed to
vsihatdfoundation. It is not hidden information. It is totally dis-
closed.

In addition, the private foundation also maintained a disclosure
copy of the tax return in their business office. They maintain a
copy of this tax return at their business office. So I faxed the form
to Mr. Abramoff that shows the contributors and he looked at it,
and he got back to me and, apparently the forms listed a different
Coushatta Tribe. There is another Coushatta Tribe that is not from
Louisiana; Mississippi perhaps. The form had Mississippi
Coushatta, and Mr. Abramoff said this is wrong. This contribution
is from Louisiana Coushatta.

So I said, okay, and I went back to Mr. Pierce, the internal ac-
countant, and I told him what Mr. Abramoff said. I said, you know,
how can this happen? How are you documenting what took place
here? Where are you getting your information from? He apologized.
He made a mistake. He saw Coushatta Tribe on whatever paper
trail came into the office and he just assumed it was another
Coushatta Tribe, not Louisiana.

It certainly to me seemed like he just made an innocent mistake.
I informed the tax accountants what Mr. Abramoff said that it was
Louisiana Coushatta and please correct the information on the re-
turn. And that page was corrected, and when Mr. Abramoff signed
the return, it documented that Louisiana Coushatta contributed $1
million.

The CHAIRMAN. Does that change the underlying problem here?

Ms. HALPERN. Sir, I am just telling you the events that took
place. I am not changing any problem.

The CHAIRMAN. As a tax advisor you would advise him about
CAF. It was established by Mr. Abramoff in 1999. Is that correct?

Ms. HALPERN. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. All decisions were made by Mr. Abramoff and
possibly his wife. Is that correct?

Ms. HALPERN. To the best of my knowledge, the decisions I re-
member were made by him. I cannot recall his wife making any de-
cisions on it.

The CHAIRMAN. Being familiar with the profit-loss statements
and e-mails associated with CAF, you can confirm that from 2001
to 2003, the Eshkol Academy, the all-boys Yeshiva started by
Abramoff in 2001, was the primary beneficiary of the CAF. Is that
correct?

Ms. HALPERN. It was a substantial beneficiary. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. And from 2001-03, many of the top recipients of
distributions made by the CAF at Mr. Abramoff’s direction had sig-
nificant ties to Mr. Abramoff. For example, in 2002 Mr. Abramoff
had a personal connection to Pitach, a special Jewish school, Kollel
Ohel Tiferet, which appears to be a sham organization designed to
funnel, in your own words, Ms. Halpern, “spy equipment and other
military expenses” totaling $97,000 to a sniper workshop in Israel.

Ms. Halpern, the person who apparently ran the sniper work-
shop, Shmuel Ben Zvi, is a close friend of Mr. Abramoff. Is that
correct?
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Ms. HALPERN. I believe they are friends. I do not know the extent
of that relationship.

The CHAIRMAN. Toward Tradition a non-profit educational orga-
nization received $10,000 from the CAF and the president of this
organization, Rabbi Daniel Lapin, is a close friend and business as-
sociate of Mr. Abramoff. Isn’t he?

Ms. HALPERN. I believe they are associates. I am not sure of the
relationship.

The CHAIRMAN. Let’s go back to the Eshkol Academy, the CAF’s
top beneficiary from 2001-03. For 1 year, Mr. Abramoff instructed
you to reduce the amount of his charitable contribution to the CAF,
instead of paying tuition for at least one of his children. Is that cor-
rect?

Ms. HALPERN. Yes; and that occurred after, every year I looked
at Mr. Abramoff’s personal checkbooks and if it ever came to my
attention that he did not pay tuition for his children, I told the as-
sistants that were responsible at that time, and 1 year Mr. Lane
was responsible and another year it was the other people in the
business office, which was Mr. Pierce. I specifically said that Mr.
Abramoff must pay tuition like everybody else and please make
sure that you do so from his personal account.

Now, 1 year when I found out after the fact that the tuition was
not paid, it was apparently an oversight by his business office, at
least that is what I am told. And Mr. Abramoff instead of taking
a full deduction on his personal tax return for what he contributed
to the foundation, he reduced his deduction on his personal tax re-
turn by that amount that is allocated to tuition. So that way, it
was made sure that he paid tuition for his children just like every-
body else.

The CHAIRMAN. Would you refer to exhibit 219 for me please? It
is an e-mail from you to Jack Abramoff.

Ms. HALPERN. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Part of the e-mail says, “but let’s try to square
it out in a way where we do not screw up the foundation. We need
to get the money to a 501(c)(3) or an educational institution, not
directly to him. Can you ask him if he can work something out
within kollel so the money goes from the kollel,” I am not sure I
am pronouncing that word right, “to him.” “Him” I think, is refer-
ring to Mr. Zvi. Is that right?

Ms. HALPERN. I would have to review this whole e-mail in con-
text, but it appears from where you are reading, I did not see
where you are reading from, but it appears that what you are say-
ing is correct, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. And you go on to say in your e-mail, “if he can’t,
then I need to sit down and have him make amendments in grant
procedures and all kinds of other stuff to make this legit from a
tax point of view. I already need to talk with Mac about the skat-
ing rink, so let me know what Shmuel says about getting money
to a kollel, and if it will not work, then I will add this to the list.”

It seems to me, Ms. Halpern, from your e-mail here that you
must have known that some of this money was going to purchase
paramilitary equipment.

[Exhibit follows:]
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From: Abrameff, Jack (Di-0C-Gov)
Sent:  Tuesday, December 24, 2002 4:24 PM

To: ‘GRHalpern (AN ) .
Subject: RE: FW: financial difficulties - - - R

ok

—-Original Message~—

From: GRHalpem@aol.com jmalto:GRHalpe mi NN
Sent Tuasday, December 24, 2002 4:53 PM
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Subject: Re: FW: financlal difficulies
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1 cannot cut him off from the stipend and the jeep payment 1just cannot’
doit.

——Ortiginal Message———

From: octagont L@M
Sent Tuesday, December 24, 2002 7:24 AM

To: abramollj

Subject: Re: financial difficulties

8H

That's & lot of pressure. You (0o have dedicated yous ke to hefping
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You are also tight brother. | need emuna. We're B'rel Torah. § have pain,
and it's just too hard for me to fathom going back to not being able to pay

the bilts and feed Chalm. The thought ks Just palnfult and dibifitating.
Thats the reason for the anxlety.

Usten, my mather died st chiidbirth and my father shartly fter, And have 7

never had any help, which Is why { am so gratefull fo you.
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$ have had such a cthicutlt Thaon. Today §.davi ‘Shad“lslnd""“"‘“
beggiag Hashem to save e and forgive me. Ad 1o end my poverty fian. .
s espoclally hard since t have such a good boy kke Chaln. | wart him to
heve.all that he needs. A heated home, food, Seforim, Not kexudes, just to

have & normal home. And ! coukdat suppost bim propesly uril you begen
supporting ny program. -
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10 take care of and & thanido -
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>become unable to function. He wil ind a solution, Believe.

p , since | havo Kleralty 100°s of

Gall R, Halpem, CPA, PFS R v ) -
Estate and Firandal Planning Services C - . .

mmﬁmmw«mmxmmpmo(mmL lfmereadef
dssanim&on,

mﬁmlshmbyo!wn

s tdclly. have received this cofmuu&caﬁon‘" &
mmumnmumm-«mme e et o

removiag and mmuummwm our &4mail. R
mm«mmmxwmmewmmmmmgm o Y

SI112004




68

Ms. HALPERN. Mr. Chairman, I realize you are picking out one
e-mail in a series of many correspondences and conversations that
were had. So if you don’t mind, I would like to explain to you in
context when this e-mail came up.

In approximately May 2002, I learned from looking at the foun-
dation books that Mr. Abramoff wanted to support a school in
Israel, a kollel. A kollel is a Jewish school of higher learning, kind
of similar to a post-graduate type program in a way. When I
learned of this, like I told you in my opening statement, I do not
practice in the area of not-for-profits.

So I said to Mr. Abramoff, I do not know if this is something that
a foundation is permitted to do. I would recommend to you that you
ask the foundation attorneys. The Capital Athletic Foundation has
expert attorneys who practice in the area of not-for-profits. He said,
fine; go ask them on my behalf.

I contacted the attorneys and I said, there is a school in Israel
that Mr. Abramoff would like to support, and he would like to sup-
port it for security and self-defense. Is that a permissible activity
of the foundation? And they came back to me and they said it is
permitted. Because it is in Israel a grant follow-up procedure needs
to be done. I do not see where you are reading from, but I heard
you mention that when you were reading the e-mail. That is what
the grant follow-up procedure is. To the best of my knowledge, the
Capital Athletic Foundation did comply with that requirement.

Now, I would also like to express to you that when I learned
about the school in May 2002 and immediately sought expert ad-
vice from the Capital Athletic Foundation attorneys, it was not
something, you might think, gee, well this sounds like an odd re-
quest. Why would he want to do something like that?

Just to put it in context, 2 months earlier, in March 2002, a ter-
rorist infiltrated a Jewish school in Israel and randomly went
shooting off with his gun in the study hall of the Jewish school.
Five young men, 5 innocent young men were Kkilled and 23 innocent
young men were injured. So when I learned of this 2 months later,
in May, it was not something that stood out in my mind that it was
a rare request.

The CHAIRMAN. It is not a rare request to ask money for a sniper
workshop? You were aware that it was a sniper workshop, right?

Ms. HALPERN. Sir, if you are listening to what I am telling you.

The CHAIRMAN. I am listening to what you are telling me. For
you to say that it is not unusual to give money to a sniper work-
shop, which there was an exchange of e-mails that says Mr.
Abramoff’s assistant did suggest he could write some kind of letter
with his “sniper workshop logo and letterhead”. “It is an edu-
cational entity of sorts”.

Ms. Halpern, it does not pass the smell test.

Ms. HALPERN. I am sitting here today, sir, so I can tell you what
I knew at that time. At that time what was presented to me, infor-
mation that was given to me——

The CHAIRMAN. Did you know it was a sniper workshop?

Ms. HALPERN. I did not know. I am not aware of a sniper work-
shop. Now, as you know from the thousands and thousands of doc-
uments that I have given to your committee, sir, I got a lot of e-
mails from Mr. Abramoff or his associates. I cannot say I read
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every attachment or every forward. It would have been very time
consuming.

So I do not recall ever hearing something about a logo in an e-
mail that you just referred to. I am telling you, sir, that to the best
of my knowledge, Mr. Abramoff was funding a school for security
and self-defense.

The CHAIRMAN. Were you aware that it was a sniper workshop
at the time?

Ms. HALPERN. At the time, I was not aware that Mr. Abramoff
was funding a sniper workshop.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Dorgan.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Halpern, are you upset that you are here
having to answer these questions for the committee?

Ms. HALPERN. No; actually I am not upset, sir. I have been very
helpful with your committee. I have met with your staff for several
days. I am here to answer whatever I can.

Senator DORGAN. Senator McCain asked the question about the
e-mail. I want to just read it again because it is hard for me to be-
lieve that with all that was going on, substantial amounts of money
coming into all kinds of different organizations, that you did not
perhaps understand that there were some real problems here. You
say, let’s try to square it in a way where we do not screw up the
foundation.

Ms. HALPERN. Yes.

Senator DORGAN. We need to get the money to a 501(c)(3) or an
educational institution.

[Exhibit follows:]
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From:  Abramoff, Jack (Di-0C-Gov}
Sent:  Tuesday, December 24, 2002 £:24 PM

To: ‘GRHalpem (NN o N
Subject: RE: FW: finandial difficufties T R T e :

ok

—Original Message——

From: GRHalpem@aol.com {maitto:G RHalpe migiummmg
Sent: Tuesday, Docember 24, 2002 4:53 PM
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Subject: Re: FW: financlal difficulties
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{ cannot cut him off from the stipend and the jeep paymenL 1 Just cannot
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Ms. HALPERN. Can I explain that, sir?

Senator DORGAN. Of course.

Ms. HALPERN. Because I think you raise a good point, when you
read out of context, you can think of a lot of things. As a matter
of fact, whenever someone takes tax advice or looks at tax advice,
they cannot look at that one e-mail. They need to see what came
before, the e-mail that came after and before, and the conversations
that took place.

So let me just explain to you, and maybe this will clarify things
for you. Mr. Abramoff asked his office to make purchases, security
purchases for this institution in Israel. What I could not under-
stand at that point was why he was doing that. If you want to fund
a school, just give them the money, ask them for a receipt, and get
on with life. Let them worry about what they are going to do with
it.

And then when I learned that Mr. Abramoff was actually, he
said fine; we are not going to purchase any equipment; we will just
give him the money. Then I learned that he gave him the money
directly and not to the school.

Now, this is kind of similar to if there is a school next door that
had a broken elevator, and you wanted their broken elevator to get
fixed, you would not go and give the money to the elevator man to
repair the elevator. You would give money to the school and the
school would arrange for the elevator man to come to fix the eleva-
tor.

This is similar. What I was saying here is do not take the money
and give it to the agent for the school, and that is what Mr.
Abramoff told me he was, the agent for the school. Give it directly
to the school. Have them give you their wire information, wire the
mi)lne%r to them, whatever means you need to do to get it to the
school.

Senator DORGAN. Because if he would give to the agent directly,
it would “screw up the foundation”?

Ms. HALPERN. No, sir; again to the extent of my knowledge of
not-for-profit laws, I do not think it would screw up the foundation.
It would be, to the extent of my knowledge, still a permitted dis-
tribution. However, I kind of like things simple and to the point.
And why bother with having to do grant follow-up work.

Mr. Abramoff had a limited staff and I did not want something
falling through the cracks. I wanted him to do the simplest thing
possible. He presented information to me where he wanted to sup-
port a school in Israel and my answer was, you want to do it, fine,
just have the money go directly to the school.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Halpern, it does not seem to me like there
was much that was not permitted in all these transactions. You
talk about “permitted issues.” I mean, as you go through these e-
mails and take a look at these transactions, it looks like the sky
was the limit in terms of transactions.

Let me ask you about a number of entities. In addition to the
Capital Athletic Foundation and Kaygold, Mr. Abramoff had a
number of other companies. In an e-mail from you to him and sev-
eral of his associates on February 16, 2003, you mentioned the fol-
lowing entities. Could you just tell us what each of them are?

[Exhibit follows:]
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [fo=GTLAW!ou=WDC/cn=Recipients/cn=abramoffj] on behalf of
Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Sunday, February 16, 2003 6:02 PM

To: ‘GRHatperncINND

Subject: RE: MD Personal Property Tax returns for 2003
OK

-—Original Message—

From: GRHalpern NI maiito:GRHalperm,

Sent: Sunday, February 16, 2003 6:35 PM

To: rodneyiane NN t=ur=ivoy ANNNENN

Ce: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject: MD Personal Property Tax returns for 2003

1 have requested the 60 day extensions for the following entities to file the MD personal property tax returns. this
extends filing deadline to 6/15/03. we do not have the information at this time to prepare these retums:

CAPITAL ATHLETIC FOUNDATION, LLC.

ARCHIVES, LLC (this is a dormant corporation. and is not the restaurant)
KAYGOLD, LLC

ABRAMOFF FAMILY FUND LP

SPORTS SUITES, LLC

DUAA, LLC (this holds 812 Edieblut)
LIVSAR ENTERPRISES, LLC

SVJA, LLC (this holds Symphony Globai)
INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL MANAGEMENT, INC.
MOUNT VERNON STUDIOS, INC.

May and Bamhard prepares the filings for Eshkol. | will pass the Eshkol 2003 Personal property tax return packet
on to them.

Gail R. Halpemn, CPA, PFS
Estate and Finandial Planning Services

Email: grhaipern QIR

Information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named as the recipient of this e-mall. if the reader

is not the intended recipient, notice is hereby given that the d tion, storage, tharized f ding or
copying of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have recewed this oommumcataon in error, please retum
the original message to me at the e-maif addl above, g and destroying the otiginal from your e-mail,

The sender has not waived any applicable privilege by sending this transmission.

5/9/2004 GTG-E000089029
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Ms. HALPERN. Is there an exhibit I should look at?

Senator DORGAN. I do not have an exhibit on this, but it is an
e-mail.

Archives, LLC? Do you remember what that was?

Ms. HALPERN. Archives LLC, is that as opposed to Archives Fine
Dining, LLC?

Senator DORGAN. I will write that down. That is a new one.

Ms. HALPERN. I want to differentiate them for tax purposes.

Senator DORGAN. Archives, LLC, you have about seven of them.
I was just curious. These are in addition to the Capital Athletic
Foundation and also in addition to Kaygold.

Archives, LLC, what is that?

Ms. HALPERN. Archives, LLC to the best of my knowledge is dor-
mant and did not do anything. The way it came about is Mr.
Abramoff said, I want to open a restaurant. Can you please do the
filings. It is going to be called Archives, LLC.

Senator DORGAN. And I did not have it on the list, but there is
an Archives Fine Dining, LLC as well?

Ms. HALPERN. Let me explain, sir. I will be happy to explain it.

Senator DORGAN. All right.

Ms. HALPERN. And then after I went ahead and did the paper-
work to apply for a tax ID number, et cetera, all that is required,
the person in Mr. Abramoff’s business office said; “Oh, what 1s this
all about, Archives, LLC?” He already opened an entity for his res-
taurant, called Archives Fine Dining, LLC. So basically, his partner
in the restaurant opened Archives Fine Dining, LLC and either it
slipped Mr. Abramoff’s mind or he did not know, and he asked me
to open it.

Senator DORGAN. DL/JA, LLC?

Ms. HALPERN. That is an entity, to the best of my knowledge,
that owns his personal residence.

Senator DORGAN. Entity that owns his personal residence?

Ms. HALPERN. Yes, sir.

Senator DORGAN. So his personal residence is not in his name?

Ms. HALPERN. It is in the name you just read.

Senator DORGAN. His home is owned by DL/JA, LLC?

Ms. HALPERN. To the best of my knowledge, sir. I did not set that
up. You are going to have to ask the people involved who set that
up.
Senator DORGAN. Did you do the accounting for that?

Ms. HALPERN. No, sir; it was not a for-profit entity. It did not
have tax returns, et cetera.

Senator DORGAN. I understand.

Ms. HALPERN. It owns his house.

Senator DORGAN. It is a separate company to own his home?

Ms. HALPERN. It is an LLC that owns his home. It was based on
advice he received from attorneys.

Senator DORGAN. Sounds a bit Byzantine to me.

Livsar Enterprises, LLC?

Ms. HALPERN. Yes, sir; that is an entity that is owned together
with him and Rodney Lane. It controlled and operated his res-
taurant, Signatures.

Senator DORGAN. SVJA, LLC?
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Ms. HALPERN. To the best of my knowledge, that entity was dor-
mant. I am not aware of any income or losses passing through it
that I knew about. It was apparently an entity that he and another
associate founded. Apparently, whatever deal it was for fell
through.

Senator DORGAN. International Political Management, Inc.?

Ms. HALPERN. That is a corporation that he founded, and let me
try to recall what it was for. It was not a very active entity. I did
not do the tax return for it, so you are kind of asking me something
that I have not seen in many years, which is a little bit difficult
for me, but I do not recall it as something that was very active.

Senator DORGAN. Sports Suites, LLC, Mt. Vernon Studios, Inc. I
will not go through the rest. These are a lot of enterprises. Are
there additional enterprises?

Ms. HALPERN. I would be happy to answer each and every one
if you would like. It is no problem.

Senator DORGAN. I wonder if I could do this, ask you to submit
a list that would be an exhaustive list of the enterprises that you
know Mr. Abramoff controlled.

Ms. HALPERN. Sure. No problem.

Senator DORGAN. That would be helpful to the committee.

Let me ask Mr. McConnon, on page 6 of the Coushatta political
program, that is exhibit 64, Capitol Campaign Strategies makes a
claim they completed 16,500 direct contacts with individual calls to
the Governor. Any evidence in the Coushatta database that sug-
gests this occurred?

[Exhibit follows:]
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The Coushatta Political Program

Michael Scanlon
June 26, 2001

COUSH-MiscK\'H—OOO(H 97
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The Coushatta Political Program

What We Have Built

= We have constructed a state of the art political database containing
' roughly 20,000 individuals who will take action on behalf of the tribe.

* We have organized and defined every vendor, employee, tribe
member, and political supporter, by election district. From State
Senate to School Board, the tribe now knows who their supporters are,
where they live and how to reach them.

» We have compiled a state-of-the-art qualitative research database,
- which can identify allies and adversaries by “quote”.

= We have compiled an anti-gaming database, which identifies )
individuals who will take action in opposition to any gaming facility.

COUSH—MESCKVH-OOOO‘\SS
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The Coushatta Political Program

How We Built It

= We custom built a computer program to bouse the different types
of supporters associated with the tribe (tribe members, vendors,
employees, etc).

By downloading lists you provided to us into your custom built
database, we are able to tap your “natural resources” and use them
" as the comerstone of an electronic, grassroots political network.

* We then grew your database by identifying over 14,000 politically
_active supporters by telephone survey (see next page).

* Once in place the Coushatta Political Program was used to
mobilize the different classifications of supporters, using similar
messages, hitting pre-determined targets.

COUSH-MiscKVH-0000193
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Mr. McCONNON. Sir, what is the exhibit number?

Senator DORGAN. It is exhibit 64. In that same exhibit on page
2, it claims that Capital Campaign Strategies custom built a com-
puter program. I think the chairman has already asked about that.
Let’s start with that. On page 2, are you aware that the Capitol
Campaign Strategies custom built a computer program?

Mr. McCONNON. No; to the best of my knowledge, they were
using ours that we had licensed to them.

Senator DORGAN. On page 6, where they make the claim they
completed 16,500 direct individual contacts to the Governor, any
evidence in the database that suggests this occurred?

Mr. McCONNON. The only thing that I could find in looking back
at a series of e-mails and records was a file that we received that
is called Mississippi Gaming: Yes Activists. It was approximately
15,500 records in the file that we received in October 2001. How
that was derived is not clear at all from the data, but it is possible
that those are accurate.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Cathcart, I understand that you had inter-
views with the staff of the Committee on Indian Affairs. My under-
standing is that you answered the questions asked in all three
interviews. Although you certainly have a right to assert your fifth
amendment rights here, I am wondering, if you were willing to an-
swer the questions in all three of our interviews, what persuades
you not to answer the questions in public that you previously an-
swered in private?

Mr. CATHCART. Frankly, I took the advice of my counsel and
maybe it is more appropriate for him to answer than I.

Senator DORGAN. Perhaps we could hear from your counsel.

Mr. LEEPER. Thank you, Mr. Vice Chairman.

As you know, in a court of law counsel representing a party has
the right to object to a question that is compound, argumentative,
loaded with an unfounded assumption, and counsel can obtain a
ruling from an impartial arbiter, usually a judge, as to whether or
not the witness needs to answer the question as stated or whether
the question needs to be restated.

In this venue, as you know, counsel has no such ability to protect
his or her client from such objectionable questions, and a record of
answers to such questions, questions that are compound or based
on unfounded assumptions, is an ambiguous and unreliable record,
which gives rise to a hazard to a witness, in particular the witness’
liberty interest. The right recognized in Ohio v. Reiner is intended
to protect that very right and interest, including the interest of in-
nocent persons.

So for that reason, we are exercising that right here.

Senator DORGAN. Counsel, I do not contest the right and the
chairman indicated that your client certainly has that right. My
only point was that he did come as he described, at his own ex-
pense, came for three interviews, answered the questions, and I
would have thought that that which he answered in private, he
would answer in public. I understand he has the right to assert it
and has so asserted.

One final question, if I might, Mr. Chairman. Ms. Halpern, you
indicated a David Pierce was involved in some of the tax prepara-
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tion issues and tax advice with respect to things like the Capital
Athletic Foundation. Is that right?

Ms. HALPERN. No, sir; I said that to the best of my knowledge,
Mr. Pierce, who was an internal accountant for Mr. Abramoff,
hired by Mr. Lane, kept the books of several of Mr. Abramoff’s enti-
ties. To the best of my knowledge, he did not prepare tax returns
that I know about. And if he rendered tax advice to Mr. Abramoff,
I would have no way of knowing that and I do not recall him telling
me he did.

Senator DORGAN. The final point. I think the chairman asked you
a good number of questions about this, but with respect to the Cap-
ital Athletic Foundation, the establishment of an academy in sub-
urban Maryland, sniper training operation in Israel, payments to
Mr. Abramoff’s cousin, and other things.

Ms. HALPERN. I am sorry. Which payments?

S Sen?ator DORGAN. There are payments to Mr. Abramoff’s cousin
teve?

M(;Q, HALPERN. From where? From the Capital Athletic Founda-
tion?

Senator DORGAN. Yes; is that not accurate?

Ms.?HALPERN. Would you show me what exhibit that would be
in, sir?

Senator DORGAN. I do not have that exhibit in front of me.

Ms. HALPERN. I am not familiar with the fact that the foundation
made those kind of payments.

Senator DORGAN. Why don’t we then, I am going to submit ques-
tions for Ms. Halpern, and I will attempt to get that reference for
you, and I want to visit it.

Ms. HALPERN. Okay. Thank you. As you know, there were thou-
sands of transactions in the CAF books and I cannot remember all
of them.

Senator DORGAN. I understand it is here.

Ms. HALPERN. Okay.

Senator DORGAN. Exhibit 204, on the second page, “can we cut
the spy equipment and monthly stipend at $3,560; can we do with-
out Steve Abramoff's monthly stipend of $2,000? Can we hold off
on any other charitable contributions for a while”, and so on.

[Exhibit follows:]
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From: . Abmamoff, Jack (i-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Wadnesday, November 06, 2002 5:36 PM
Yo: GRHalpemcJINDD

Subject: RE: important bud a bt long-my comments

OK, we betler meet. Rodney should be there too.

~-Originat Message-—

Froen: GRHalpermn@ii malto:GRHal
Sent Wednesday, November 06, 2002 6:23 PM
“To: abramo

Subject: Re: Important but a bt fong-my comments
what 2.2M? that nevet happened.

L know you sald & few manthis ago when the CCS check came I that you wanted CCS Lo give it direclly to CAF. B
but Mike &, didat wan o do that and he didn't want to take the charitable deduction on the-CCS books. end also ]
aldyauthatyouamﬁs!dmme exetmtsmslﬂtwnbemmtuedmatywmdiremymlmnehme“. -

mhadaqummmmmmommwh«pwdw{howwﬁmm )
o«aﬁon.uotrehtedhmywm ooha tasee youeomddoﬁxathbeﬁtm

mnyoususpendshmue( ananzooauMar
eftention. .

iy
{ dott't even know how much eqdpment mﬁaﬁmﬁehmomﬂmoﬂeepeﬂx&ww
mmmmmwwmmsqmum lsshmue(ﬁwsameas X ewlad@mypm!od?

evenwlﬂmnomerfewnﬂlonooni«ahm nutfewmﬂswsmueedwﬂahﬂeaup esm(ollsﬂenm(edmm.

taiso need to talk wiyou sbout Ben/guam end those finances.

1 & message dated 11/6/2002 12:27:18 AM Esstem Standard Time, abcamoG TN wites:
Cotmments below k ALL CAPS

—Otiginal Message—

From: GRHalpecnCusimuly Imaito:G o
Beoat: Tuesday, Novermber 05, 2002 11:38 PM <
To: abramofiCoMMam o
Subject: mportant bit a bit ong e

the differecice of taklag $1M knto lncome and . ot
dongtiog B, & an extm cost o 30574 .MMﬁthemno(ummetmkﬂolnwm o

2004 . GTG-E0000i1885
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The tax benefit you get from giving 1M to CAF Is $426,000, le, you pay that amount less lntaxes. so giving 1M
only "cost” you $574,000. We slilt need to “fnd™ that §74K.

Money ks tight. CAF has about $750ICHOW IS THIS POSSIBLE? 1 THOUGHT WE PUT $2.2M IN THERE
RECENTLY, AND | HAD ANOTHER $500k SENT OVER A WEEK OR TWO AGO. WHAT'S GOING ON?
KayGold and JA personal have about $1.8M approx. Eshkot uses up 200K/mo. just oa rent and salardes. The
mave ks golng to cost af least 100K, Dov's extra stipend, JP, Rabbl Lapin, and Colin cost the foundation about
20K amonth. the fce fink expenses are extremely High. ( put Pam on the case today to keep an eye on this).

{ am working w/Rodney to figure out how much he will need for the restuarants bt now and 6/30/03. { would kke
you 1o sock away another 200K to savings (so we can call X 1M fo saviags, and | won't bother you about savings
until niext yead! ‘m hoplag if we have a itile extra In the tax acoount, this can go to savings). In 2003 { would ke
for you to be able to give the Kids trusts $110K . there Is the fe Insurance expense of 10K or so, plus If we get
you mofe kie Ins. there Is that as well. disabllity ins. Is a problem. so far | have been told you have the max. and
we can't get you any more. s0 you basically need to self insure yourself (e savings).

please don't get to upset wime asking you this, but Is it at all possible for'you to suspend your Kndness and
generousity until we have this Eshkol matier. unde(oomml, fo, can we cut the Shrwel spy equipment and Hls
monthly stipend ($3560}, can we do without Steve Abramolfs. monthly stipend (§2K), can we hold off on; ety othér
chadtable contrdbutions for 2 whille ke Plach and TSGW and any othes farge amounts. every small bit will help. 1
WILL HOLD OFF ON'ALL NEW CONTRIBUTIONS, THOUGH IF TSGW COMES THROUGH WITH THE REST .
OF THEIR MATCH, WE TO PAY THAT. { CAN'T SUSPEND SHMUEL ON SHORT NOTICE NORMY
COUSIN, WHICH GOES TO UNGLELL‘HMA‘(ELY. WE WILLJUSTPU\VE TO MAKE MORE MONEY., -

lmm\wﬂmmddmﬂwszseoueuesavuusp(auw#pdn(fdrzoozdnoeyoumeupyou:freebee o s
glﬂsofﬂKonﬂdes'm(wtid\hms{maﬁonmmm andwedon‘lhaveuwemmhnow o
bhavabothlmuusisfmdednndﬁwmpiamhﬂed. X :

lammetmdma(wtﬂe youaebelmvefyuoodboﬁmsaqdmum schoc!.wetrenot&aldmcareofyaur
family financlal needs. Weneedtobﬂdwmuﬂacswﬁmywwﬂ(beself&m

Do you expect any other CCS money bt now aid eareud?andlfnot earend,hﬂ:enexuewmonms?
YES. . PROBABLY SEVERAL MORE Mu.uON DOYU.ARS byy

Gall R. Halperm, CPA, PFS
Estate end Finandal Planalag Services

Sitver Speing, MO Ty

fnformalion latended only for the use of the lndividual orenﬁiy named as the reclplent of this o-mall. ifthe teadef

k not the lntended reclplent, notice ks hereby given that , storage,

eopytna of this tafomation ts dncwpmﬁuted. lfyouhave tecelvedﬁﬂsoonumdcaﬂonh ewor, please re(um
e odolnal message o me atthe e ahove, g and o the original fom your e-malt.

The sender has not walved any applicable pdvliege bysend'ngﬁisimns:ﬂs!o

S1iznos GTG-E000011886
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Ms. HALPERN. To the best of my knowledge, sir, and correct me
if I am wrong, but I think if your staff looks in the books and
records, Mr. Steven Abramoff was receiving payment from Kaygold,
which is Mr. Abramoff’s consulting practice, not from the founda-
tion.

Senator DORGAN. All right.

Mr. Chairman, I will submit some additional questions. I thank
all three of the witnesses for being here.

The CHAIRMAN. I have just one more question.

Ms. Halpern, please refer to exhibit 206 in the book please. Now,
you have stated that you, in a previous question, that you had no
knowledge of a sniper workshop. Well, in exhibit 206, November
11, 2002 e-mail between you and Mr. Abramoff, Mr. Abramoff for-
wards to you an e-mail from Ben Zvi, in which he writes, “last
night, one of the guys from the emergency response team in Israel
City of Ashdod, who was in the Army when I did the workshop for
snipers in his unit, said they need the workshop badly and any-
thing else I can do to help.”

Mr. Ben Zvi continues, “I am now writing out a program for pa-
trolling and dealing with ambushes and containment and neutral-
ization of terrorists, both in and out of the Ishuv.”

In forwarding this e-mail to you, Mr. Abramoff writes, “This is
why it so hard for me to cut off funding. Who else would fund this?
He has no one else.”

In response, you write, “I actually had chills reading the two e-
mails you forwarded to me. However, we need to work this into the
tax exempt purposes of the foundation. More to come on this sub-
ject in an e-mail tomorrow or so. Mr. Abramoff’s outside accountant
is finishing the 2001 return, and read me the riot act on some of
the stuff that we are doing. We need to fix the holes.”

[Exhibit follows:]
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From:  Abramofi, Jack (Du-DC-Gov) “ on behalf of
Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) .

Sent:  Monday, Novernber 11, 2002 1123 PM

Yo: “Pam Abramofl

Subject: FW: FW: Boker tovilt

—-Original Message——

From: GRHalpern RN [malto:GRHalps mGNNR
Sent: Monday, November 11,2002 10:18 PM.
To: abramofij

Subject: Re: FW: Boker toviiit

understood. Baruch Tehlye. L

{ actually had chills rea(ing the 2 emalls you forwarded to me.

Ho«evet.weueedloworkﬁiskaomehx etwtpmposeofhe!’oundaﬁomM«eheomeonuissub!ed‘(nm i
emall tomommow or so. May and 8, Isicisldnquzezootnhmandxeadmehe dotactonsomeowvestu(’fmatwe
&re dolag, Weneedlo'ﬁx'(he

in amessage dated 112002 10‘11:35AMEastemsundaxdTme, nbmmoﬁ_

m&wux»mmmhumﬁmwm mmxw et gl
this? ho has no one alse, ;

— R

BH

Baoker tovlit
Mybmm«lamna&yhappyﬂmmeﬁmhaﬁmmmwwmﬂor E
thero tralnfg this corrng whdter, eptiag i stmtier Ladt nigtt oné of T

thele guys who was in the army when | &id the workshop for the snipers In

s unit sald thet they need the workshop badly (dub) and nythiag else t
ando!ohebmemoutsumnwwﬁmmﬁummmbrmm

deafing with amt and and of tarrotists both -
kx(onoeﬂwyluvehiﬂrﬂodmdmhorhbe(wcenmelwusa)mdom y

of they Ishuv, When L eh d them the didactic mz and videos
ﬂwmaummmmsmm«mmmnmkmmumm

have ot had the opjiociunity ta leam kit the any:

The muxay foc the most part efeates edldiers, not WARRIORS, unless one is

snnvg
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vary fortunate and gets into & fecon unit, ke 1 didtis notinthe

! 1 of eny g t o create wartiors that they feel will one day. -

become a fith columb, and the previous labor govemments have altways - - .
expressed those sentiments. Shuimit Aloni , the fabor biabber mouth, has B :
always expressed fears thal the Miszrachl movement will one day make a catt "

to amms and. annouce MEDINAT Yehuda, So they have always been feary sbout

amming the & i tty, Jet adone tralning them la guerilla waiface the -
wayl\!staugh(lnmemteeonmd(mgmnunl\s But they doni reatly

understand the Jews. They are really fipped out if think that it ks morafly

comrect to leave us to the vidous arab fundamentalist muskm fanafic wolfs. . -
Hashem obviously has a much better plant

But first I'm off to the Koltel ungl Minchat

Have a great day my brotherit

>My dear brother. { &M £O0 KOMTY YOu 8re golng lhfohdh aftofthis. so«y
we

>did not get to speak on the phone. perhaps next week. Have a good and
>restful (and peaceful) Shabbos.,

 Gall R Halpem, CPAPFS
Estete and Flaandal Pannlag Secvices e
SR

Businoss: (301) SN Co Y :
Emalt: grhalpermn NS ‘

ok odybrﬁnmdmh&ddudotenﬂymd:su\oudptemofm.m # the reador’
kmmwmtndmkhomWWmm the dissemination, unauthorized forwarding ot . -

copylng of this b s siricty p I{ywhavezeedvedﬂclsmuxﬂcaﬂon ervor, please retum
meotb(m!maaehmathee—maﬂ dd

above, g and ! odq&\a
The sender has not walved jicable priviiege by sending this. taaed (e (ﬁromyoure-mal(.
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The CHAIRMAN. Now, you continuously stated that there are
thousands of e-mails. I would think you would remember some-
thing that caused you to have chills reading two e-mails. That spe-
cifically refers to this individual who, “did the workshop for snipers
in his unit,” which obviously, according to the e-mail, Mr. Abramoff
said he was funding.

Ms. HALPERN. Mr. Chairman, I am not up on what is required
for security enhancements. Okay? That is certainly not one of my
areas of expertise. If Mr. Abramoff, who is running the foundation,
presented to me that he is funding the school for security enhance-
ments, for security and defense, that is what I believed and that
is what I took. What was required in order to provide security en-
hancements, I do not know. It was not my job to investigate. I was
not running the foundation. And I was basing any information that
I said to him, was based on what he told me.

Now, you mention about the other firm, the tax accountants, the
specialists who prepared the returns. What that is referring to is,
I believe it was, Mr. Vice Chairman had mentioned in an e-mail
that he read, it was referring to a relationship that the foundation
had with an ice rink that the school was using. That is the ref-
erence where specialist tax accountants consulted the tax attorneys
and made a recommendation specifically about the ice rink. That
is what that line is referring to, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Halpern, it was forwarded to you, the e-mail
that says “last night, one of the guys who was in the Army when
I did the workshop for snipers and said they needed the workshop
badly,” and you are saying that you had no knowledge of a sniper
workshop.

Ms. HALPERN. Sir, if you recall another e-mail which I believe
you put in your exhibit last time, it talked about terrorists cutting
through the fence. I do not know what is required to defend against
a terrorist coming through a fence.

The CHAIRMAN. I am not asking that, Ms. Halpern. I was asking
if you knew money was being sent for a workshop for snipers, and
it is specifically referred to in an e-mail that was sent to you, that
you said in response, “it gives you chills.”

Ms. HALPERN. Yes, sir; and I reiterate that the knowledge that
I had was that Mr. Abramoff was funding a school in Israel for se-
curity enhancements. Now, what that school required, depending
on their geographical location, I cannot answer that, sir, this very
specific question.

The CHAIRMAN. It was a very specific response to you from Mr.
Abramoff, who said, “this is why it is so hard for me to cut off fund-
ing.” Clearly, that indicates he was funding.

I have no further questions.

Do you have any further questions?

Senator DORGAN. One further question.

Ms. Halpern, you have heard the testimony now at two separate
hearings about Mr. Abramoff, testimony that I think pretty clearly
describes deception, lying, perhaps fraud, including substantial evi-
1(’llenc?1 of that this morning. Give me your analysis of what you have

eard.

Ms. HALPERN. It is a lot of information. It is all very overwhelm-
ing. As you know your committee has shown me some e-mails that
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were written either relating to me or relating to e-mails that people
wrote about me, it is a very overwhelming massive amount of infor-
mation.

What I can tell you, though, is that I believe in our Justice De-
partment and I have full confidence that they will make a thorough
investigation and get to the bottom of this.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Chairman, I have no questions.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

I thank the witnesses.

Our last panel is Steven Griles, former deputy secretary of the
Interior; Michael Rossetti, former counsel to the Secretary of the
Interior; and Italia Federici, the president of the Council of Repub-
licans for Environmental Advocacy.

Mr. Griles, we will begin with you, sir.

STATEMENT OF J. STEVEN GRILES, FORMER DEPUTY
SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Mr. GRILES. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my
name is J. Steven Griles. I am appearing today voluntarily. I be-
lieve the committee’s work is very, very important.

What I have heard today is extremely disheartening. This com-
mittee knows I have been a public servant for almost 24 years, first
with the Commonwealth of Virginia from 1968 to 1981, and then
with the United States Department of the Interior from 1981-89,
and again from 2001 through January of this year.

In my most recent position, I served as deputy secretary of the
Interior. I considered it a privilege to work for President Bush, Sec-
retary Norton, and many of you and your colleagues on the issues
of importance to this country and its environment.

Two weeks ago, I spent over 4 hours answering questions from
this committee staff. I was shown documents that I had never seen
before and told things about Mr. Abramoff that I did not know, and
today I learned more. We have heard that Mr. Abramoff has taken
an unbelievable amount of money from some of the most vulnerable
people in our society. He also apparently has claimed to have spe-
cial access to my office on behalf of his Indian gaming clients. That
is outrageous and it is not true.

If he got this money in part by misrepresenting his relationships
with me, I am extremely pleased that you are investigating this.
Before answering your questions, I want to make one important
point. From the time I became deputy secretary, I had no respon-
sibilities for Indian gaming issues. Authority over those issues was
assigned to others who reported directly to the Secretary, like Mi-
chael Rossetti. The Secretary made all decisions relating to Indian
gaming compacts. I want you to know this so that you can judge
the credibility of any special access to my office on this issue.

Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman, and I want to thank the staff
for the way they treated me when we went through the interview.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Mr. Rossetti.
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STATEMENT OF MICHAEL ROSSETTI, FORMER COUNSEL TO
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR

Mr. RoSseETTI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I have no prepared remarks, but I am happy, of course, to an-
swer any questions that you have, Mr. Chairman, or that the Vice
Chairman has of me at this time.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Mr. Griles, according to documents in the committee’s possession,
Mr. Abramoff directly and indirectly contacted you while you
served as deputy secretary of the Department of the Interior about
tribal issues that were pending before the department. I would like
to explore those communications with you now.

First, could you describe your relationship with Mr. Abramoftf?

Mr. GRILES. My relationship with Mr. Abramoff was, as with
other lobbyists, nothing more, nothing less, just as it would be with
Senators and other interest groups. I returned calls directly. If peo-
ple called, I had those calls returned by others who had direct re-
sponsibilities.

The CHAIRMAN. At your deposition, you testified that you could
only vaguely recall a couple of conversations you had with Ms.
Federici about matters relating to Mr. Abramoff’s clients pending
at the department, and that was it, and that these were only re-
quests by Ms. Federici to have you call Mr. Abramoff back. Is that
correct?

Mr. GRILES. Yes, Senator; I told your investigators that I recalled
several conversations in which she had asked me to call Mr.
Abramoff. She had just been talking to him and wanted to know
if T would call him. I know of one instance that I think, this has
been a long time ago, that I made a return call to him.

The CHAIRMAN. So with the benefit of time, you have been un-
able to remember anything further?

Mr. GrRILES. And I have not seen any other documents, Senator,
either to help with that.

The CHAIRMAN. At your deposition, you said you never had any
reason to get involved in tribal gaming issues, and that you “didn’t
do gaming.” At your deposition, you testified that as the COO at
Interior, you did not intervene or get involved in gaming issues, ex-
cept to the extent that the counselor asked you for advice. But to
what extent did you try to intervene in gaming issues that related
to Mr. Abramoff’s clients?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, I do not recall intervening on behalf of Mr.
Abramoff’s clients ever.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Rossetti, are you aware of any incidents
where Mr. Griles tried to intervene in gaming issues relating to
Mr. Abramoff’s clients?

Mr. ROSSETTI. I am aware, Senator, Mr. Chairman, that Mr.
Griles at some point late in 2003, I believe it was, became very in-
terested in participating in the decisionmaking process and indi-
cated to me on many occasions a desire to be in attendance at the
Secretary’s decisionmaking meeting with respect to the two-part
determination that was before her or would be before her with re-
spect to the Jena Band in Louisiana.
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The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Griles, with the benefit of Mr. Rossetti’s
recollection, why did you try to intervene in the Jena issue?

Mr. GrRILES. Mr. Rossetti has a different memory than I have,
Senator, of that issue.

The CHAIRMAN. Go ahead, please.

Mr. GRILES. I have, and to my recollection, never went to a deci-
sionmaking meeting on the Jena Band with the Secretary. My
recollection, and I believe if you were to check with the Secretary,
she would indicate that also. I do not recall, Senator, going to any
meeting with the career staff, and I believe if you were to check
with the career staff that would be true.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you try to intervene in the Jena issue?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, I was the chief operating officer. If I had
wanted to intervene in those issues, I could have. That was not
what I was doing at Interior. I did not do Indian gaming, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. What conversations do you recall that you had
with Mr. Abramoff regarding the Jena issue or with Ms. Federici
concerning the Jena issue?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, I do not recall having a discussion with Ms.
Federici about the Jena Band issue at all.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you have a recollection of any conversations
you had with Ms. Federici about a leadership dispute in the Louisi-
ana Coushatta Tribe?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, as I told your investigators, I recall, as 1
indicated a few moments ago, that I had a call from Italia Federici
in which she discussed something, and I do not recall the nature
of that conversation. At the end of that conversation, she asked me,
she said I was talking to Mr. Abramoff; he wondered if you could
give him a call. That is my recollection. I called Mr. Abramoff.

I was not in the office when he returned the call. I think I was
on my way home or whatever. And he indicated there was a dis-
pute, a mutiny dispute, a lockout or whatever it was, with one of
the tribes in the Southeast. I then took that information and asked
the acting assistant secretary for Indian Affairs, would she please
look at that. I may have asked her to talk to him, and determine
what if any appropriate action we should take.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever talk with Mr. Abramoff about a po-
tential strategy to block the Gun Lake application?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, I did not know what Gun Lake was until
the Washington Post ran an article. I did not even know what the
term was. I had never been involved in Gun Lake. Once I saw the
article, it ran in the paper, I realized that at a senior policy meet-
ing with the Secretary, the Solicitor’s office informed the Secretary
that the Justice Department had indicated they were not going to
process or defend, as I understood it, applications for lands into
trust for gaming unless there had been an EIS performed. It was
not until those two things were connected that I understood that
I had overheard the conversation, but until that point, I had no
knowledge of it.

The CHAIRMAN. In November 2003, you gave Michael Rossetti,
the former counselor to the Secretary of the Department of the In-
terior a binder that contained information critical of the Louisiana
Jena Band’s application for placing land into trust. Did that indeed
happen? Did you give him a binder?
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Mr. GRILES. Yes, Senator.

The CHAIRMAN. You did?

Mr. Rossetti, did Mr. Griles tell you where the binder came from?

Mr. ROSSETTI. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. And where was that?

Mr. ROSSETTI. The conversation, it took some time to get to the
ultimate point to where the binder came from. At first, Mr. Griles
indicated that he got it from someone on the Hill, a staff member
to a member of either the Senate or the House. I have to say I do
not recall which.

I have two names that I recall and have not been able to refresh
my recollection adequately. This took the course of a series of ques-
tions that I had to ask to figure out where it came from because
it did not have a transmittal letter on it, an e-mail cover, or any
other readily identifiable information as to what its genesis was or
what its meaning was intended to be.

But on the cover memo was, I think it was addressed to the de-
partment. It was addressed to somebody, but was not from any-
body. So in our extensive conversation about where it came from
ultimately, I learned from Mr. Griles that it came from a member
by way of a chief of staff by way of a lobbyist who turned out to
be Mr. Abramoff. But it was during the course of a series of ques-
tions that took much longer to get to that answer than I would
have thought was necessary.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Griles, binders show up in your office and
then you just pass them on to the most important people in the De-
partment of the Interior?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, if I could put this in context. First of all,
I would like to respond to Mr. Rossetti’s recollection of a conversa-
tion. He says a series of questions and answers. My recollection of
it, it was less than 2 minutes, if it was that long. So I do not want
to dispute a former friend of mine and a former colleague. I have
a great deal of respect for him. He did a great job when he served
the Secretary.

So I guess I would just like to explain what actually happened.
I was in a meeting. I came back to my office. There was a binder.
There was no transmission on it. There was no envelope. There
was nothing. I opened it up, and there were letters from Congress-
men and it may have been Senators. I just do not recall the content
of it. It was clearly something related to the Jena Band application.

In Interior, we had huge litigation going on in the Cobell litiga-
tion, Senator, as you well know. One of the allegations there was
records, the maintaining of records and what we needed to do with
records if we got something, and how we should manage them. This
binder was in the minds of the Solicitor’s office and everyone, was
a record of the Department of the Interior once it landed on my
desk.

My objective was three-fold: Get it to the right person; avoid a
record-keeping issue with the litigation issue; and I asked, and
since Mr. Rossetti, as I said before, was in fact the Counselor that
was managing the Indian gaming issues, I took it to Mr. Rossetti.
There was speculation, there is no question, there was speculation
about where it came from.
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I did not say it came from Mr. Abramoff. I did not say it came
from Congress. I speculated that it could have come from any of
those sources. I did not know and I do not know today where it
came from, but it was a record, Senator, that was laying on my
desk.

I asked my secretary, where did this come from? Her name is
Doris Johnson. She is one of the nicest, sweetest ladies in the
world. She said, it was delivered to the front desk and I went down
and picked it up. I assume she meant she went down and picked
it up from a messenger. She brought it back and I said, where is
the envelope? She said it had your name on it, and nothing else.

As I repeat myself, I went, I consulted, I was told that it had to
be given to the people who were managing this because it was a
record of the department, and I gave it to Mr. Rossetti. I asked Mr.
Rossetti when he was giving the briefing to the Secretary on this
issue, which I did not attend, and I would not have asked him this
if I was going to attend the briefing and interfere in this issue, to
please make sure the Secretary knew that there were all sides of
this issue, and please brief her on that. I think I put him off when
I said that, to be honest.

I think in doing that, I think he thought I questioned his integ-
rity about fully informing the Secretary. If I did that, I apologize
to him today. But Senator, I did not know then and I do not know
today where it came from.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Rossetti testifies that on two occasions, you
insisted on being in the meetings concerning the Jena Band. Is
that not true?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, I have no recollection of attending any
meetings at which the Jena Band issue was discussed. There were
thousands and thousands of meetings in the Department of the In-
terior. My schedule has them all on it. I have looked through every
meeting, every calendar that I have since I got those calendars sev-
eral days ago. I spent nights reading them. I see nothing on there
that would indicate that I went to a Jena Band briefing.

The CHAIRMAN. I think Mr. Rossetti’s testimony is that you did
not go, but you insisted on going and were not able to do so.

Mr. GrILES. Can I comment?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; go ahead.

Mr. GRILES. Senator, as the deputy secretary and chief operating
officer, if I wanted to go to a meeting, I would have gone. I was
the number two. It didn’t happen. I did not want to go. I did not
want to be involved in Indian gaming. That is the truth. I am tell-
ing you the truth. I want you to know that, from my heart. This
is not something that I was interested in and I have no recollec-
tion, absolutely no recollection of going to any meeting when any
of that issue was discussed.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Dorgan.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Chairman, I am trying to understand this
a bit. Mr. Rossetti and Mr. Griles, your statements about this are
in direct conflict. Let me go through some of the e-mails.

Mr. Griles, the point of this inquiry from the committee is that
we have a large body of e-mails, and the e-mails come from Italia
Federici. They come from Mr. Abramoff. So they are on the record.
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I am going to go through some, and you can perhaps react to them,
but it is what is part of the public record at this point.

Exhibit 4

Mr. GrRILES. Would you like me to refer to them, Senator?

Senator DORGAN. Yes; I will have it up on the screen in a mo-
ment. Exhibit 4, and I will just read it, most of these are very
short. It is from Italia Federici to Jack Abramoff: “Hi, Jack. After
I retrieved my coat, I ended up sharing a cab with Steve. He really
enjoyed meeting you and was grateful for the strategic advice on
BIA and insular affairs. You definitely made another friend.”

That kind of starts a whole series of e-mails from Ms. Federici.
And so that begins a long process. Exhibit 277: “Hi, Jack”, again
from Ms. Federici to Mr. Abramoff, “I am talking with Steve in
about 30 minutes. We will call you right after. I know he said they
do not want her for the job so I do not know what the thought was
here, but I will find out. He is calling back about another issue”.

This is about “Secretary Norton names Martin to Indian Affairs
post”. Abramoff had written to her saying, “I cannot believe they
named her”, and then she wrote back and said, “I am talking with
Steve in about 30 minutes”.

Exhibit 37 is an exhibit in which Abramoff describes you to Van
Hoof as “the fellow who we helped with the CREA project”.

So throughout the entire set of records that came from our sub-
poenas, Mr. Griles, we have probably dozens of e-mails, 3 or 4 or
5 dozen e-mails from both Mr. Abramoff and Ms. Federici describ-
ing meetings with you, discussions with you, telephone calls with
you, and describing those meetings, discussions and telephone calls
specifically in the context of issues, Jena Band issues and other In-
dian issues before the Interior Committee.

What are we to make of that? It is certainly at odds with your
opening statement, at great odds with it.

[Exhibit follows:]
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Die-DC-Gov)

Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2001 11:43 AM

Yo: Netel

Subject: Re: Thanks from me and Steve and invitation

Wow, that would be qreat{! Thank you so much for everything. I am so glad we are working
together. Let me know if I can help you cover the cost of the reception. Thanks again.

Jack Abramoff

~~~~~ Original Message—-~--

From: Italia Federici <italiag

To: Jack Abramoff <abramoffj

Sent: Thu Mar 01 12:42:21 2001

Subject: Thanks from me and Steve and invitation

Hi Jack:

After I retrieved my coat I ended up sharing a cab with Steve. He really enjoyed meeting

you and was grateful for the strategic advice on BIA and Insular Affairs. You definitely
made another friend.

Now, something we didan't get to this morning...

Finally, as of yesterday, Julie Finley, Jim Nicholson and I are hosting a very small
cocktail party for Gale at Julie's home. We just got Gale's scheduler to confirm! Gale
bas been saying yes but we never had a definite from her office until yesterday afternoon.
I called congressiocnal CoS yesterday and bad a positive response from Senato i
Senatorgiiip Congressman Congresswan i} - tbey will be there. Now I am
calling and emailing people I want to attend and keeping my fingers crossed! There will
only be about 25 people in attendance so it's a great time to meet Gale and actually chat
for a4 few minutes. It will be very small and relaxed.

o

Can you join us?  JIt's March 6 at 6:30pm atM

Bye for now,
Italia

GTG-E000037865
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talia Federici

srom:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

‘Thanks.

Fro Italia Federici [maxlto xtalxae—
Sent: Wednesday,

January 08, 2003 12:06 PM
To: abrmffjeﬁ
Subject: RE: 4

. Norton Names Martin to Indian Affairs Post -
US Newswire

~Original Message---

Hi Jack: I'm talking with Steve in about 30 minutes and will call you r;gkét
aﬁtex. I know he said they don't want her for the job so I don't know Wl

Jhresthonght was here but I‘11 find out.  He's calling me back to talk about
Mdshpee. .
~==n-Original Me

SHAGe=~un N ’ -
From: abramffje“[mnto:abnmffje_
Sent: Wednesday, uary .

%

8, 2003 $:22 M
To: italial

Subject: FW: BIA: Sec. Norton Hazes Martin to Indzan Affaxrs Post - US
ANewswlre .,

AAT?217¢ X can't believe Ehey'ma-im&'_ﬁ
~Original Message-----

Pierce, Brigham (AstDi: v/ Adm]
- Sent: Wednesday, January 08, 2003 8 (2 ™

Tos DCChoctaw
" Subject: BIA: Sec. Norton Na.mes uartm to Indian affaixs Post - ys
- Newswire

" From:

Sec. Norton Names Maztxn’(g___lg\ian Affairs Post
U.S. Newswire
7 Jan 12:05

Sec. Norton Names ‘\urene Martin Acfing Assistant Secx.‘etary—lndlem -
Affairs-- .
To: Natiunai Desk -

Contact: Nedra Darling GF the U.S. Department of the Interior
<http://www.doi.gov <http://www.doi.gov> >,

202-219-4152 X
WASHINGTON, Jan. 7 /U.S. Wewswire/ ~- Interior Secretary Gale
Worton has announced her designation of Aurene M. Martin, a

member of the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa. as acting
assistant secretary - Indian affairs.

“hAurene Martin brings solid experiexc

. n % bl .
commitment to excellence to her new role,* said® Secretafy Norton. "
© “She will be ai able leader for the Bureau of Indian hffairs during

its. transition. into an efficient and effective Indian service.*®

Yartin had served as ‘deputy assistant secretary xmder Assxstant .
ecretary Neal McCaleb, who receitly retired. frow “public servicel
I'm deeply honored to accept Secretexy Norton's esignation,® . A

Martin said, *and I am confident that our effortg to improve the. Lo
BIA will result in improved services to the trust benefici&ries and : .

the fedérally recognized tribes.*® X
In October 2001, Martin §oined "the Taterion: Deparﬁuxent ns : : ol N
Coutisel6i- to the Assistant Secrétary after having serv )

Repiblican senior counsel to the Senate Committes on Indum Aﬁfairs

A SENCREA 10/04 0000
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Page 1of2

Subj: RE: Norton, appropriations request

Date: 04/0512001 6:30:55 PM Central Dayfight Time
From: abramol AN '

To:  KVanhoo/@ QSN

CC: _vasol s rvcy\@ i scanionm@

Not set yet, but probably the candidate from Oklahoma, They seem to be pulling out all gaming issues from
BIA and sending it to the Secretary, which will be good for us, once the Dep Sec s in place (the fellow who we
heiped with the CREA project). Regarding the approps, | can't recall  you had given us_deiaﬂed descriptions
(inchuding budgets) for the request for funds. Do you have these? Get us as much detail about these projects
and we'll get it moving.
;ro KVanhoof /AN {maitto:KVanhoof gl

e KVa maitotkvanl
Sent: Thursday, April 09, 2001 3:35 PM
To: abramof RN
Subject: Re: Norton, appropriations request

Mike will visit Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. Any word on the
appointment for Asst. Secy over BIA?

One of the tribal councii members asked me to speak with you again about
appropriations for the tribe. He remembered that you indicated such requests
should be in by this month. Their interests include additional funding for

the local public schools in Elton, Louisiana; the tribal preschool; and the

four taning of Hwy 190 between Opelousas, Louisiana and DeQuincy, Louisiana.
~ Letme know anything fusther you need. )

ﬁ;e information contained in this transmission may contain

privileged and confidential information. Iti$ intended only :
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the

intended recipient, you are heraby notified that any review,

dissemination, distribution or duplication of this

communication is strictly prohibited. if you are not the

intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email

and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our emall administrator directly, please send an

email to postmasterGiim—

COUSH;MiscKVH-OO01708
Thursday, Aptil 05,2001 (@SN K.V anhoof
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Mr. GRILES. Senator, I have not seen those e-mails. I hear you
saying they are in the public record. They are not in any record
that has been presented to me, unless they were presented to me
bﬁf your staff at the time we did our interview. So I have not seen
those.

Senator, I cannot really comment on or know what one person
says to another or what their intent or meaning is. As I said, my
relationship with Mr. Abramoff is no different than any other lob-
byist. Italia Federici was a friend, for a long time. Gale Norton in-
troduced me to her.

Senator DORGAN. Is Ms. Federici lying to the committee? We
have had her in and she has been interviewed. She apparently did
not accept a subpoena. We were not able to subpoena her, so appar-
ently we will have her here as a separate witness, perhaps next
week, before this committee.

But we have extensive testimony from her. Is she not telling us
the truth, because that testimony is a substantial body of evidence
of her telling Mr. Abramoff of many discussions she had with you,
specifically about tribal issues?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, I can tell you that I am telling you the
truth to the best of my ability here today. For me to speculate on
what somebody else said to Mr. Abramoff, and if it was the truth,
it is something you really have to ask them, Senator. There was
no special relationship for Mr. Abramoff in my office. It never did
exist.

Senator DORGAN. Exhibit 138 is an exhibit that is an e-mail. It
is from Jack Abramoff. It says, “I have just returned from a meet-
ing with the Deputy Secretary. The Jena compact is moving fast.
There is a land-in-trust application with it from the Governor”.

Do you recall a meeting with Mr. Abramoff as deputy secretary?

Mr. GrILES. I am sorry, Senator. What e-mail is that?

Senator DORGAN. It is an e-mail from Jack Abramoff to one of his
staff, “I have just returned from meeting with the Deputy Sec-
retary. The Jena compact is moving fast and there is a land-in-
trust application with it from the Governor”.

It is exhibit 138. It is up on the screen at the moment.

[Exhibit follows:]
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, February 05, 2002 11:28 AM
To: Leger, Stephanie K. {Assoc-DC-Gov/Adm)
Ce: Mike Scanlon ait

Subject: interior

1 just retumned from meeting the Dep Sec. the Jena compact is moving fast, and there is a land in trust application with it
from the Governor. If we don't get some movement from the delegation very quickly, we are going to fose this, right
now, they are moving to approve it, based on the comments they made.

GTG-E000010829
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Mr. GRILES. What is the date of that, sir?

Senator DORGAN. That date was February 5, 2002. Do you recall
a time when Mr. Abramoff met with you either in your office or
outside of your office and discussed the Jena Band compact?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, around this date, which could have been
the photo-op that occurred with the Secretary, was around Feb-
ruary 5 of 2002, I believe. That is the only time that I have any
recollection of Mr. Abramoff ever being in my office. So you know,
this may be something that occurred during the discussion over the
photo-op. I do not know the context of it, but that is the only date
that I believe that Mr. Abramoff ever came into my part of the De-
partment of the Interior.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Rossetti, tell me the position you had in
the Department of the Interior?

Mr. ROSSETTI. I was counselor to Secretary Norton. I reported di-
rectly to her and was in the immediate office of the Secretary on
her hallway and the hallway shared also by Steve Griles.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Rossetti, Senator McCain asked you about
Mr. Griles, whether he had an interest in the Jena Band. You indi-
cated that the answer was yes. Did Mr. Griles to your knowledge
have interest in other Indian issues, and if so, how was that mani-
fested and how do you have knowledge of it?

Mr. ROSSETTI. Well, I know that there was an interest in the
Jena Band two-part determination because of Steve’s constant re-
quests to be involved in meetings that stood in stark contrast to
the way that we had constructed a process to handle these, so that
the Secretary would have preserved unto herself the full preroga-
tives of the decision before her in a way that also protected her
from allegations that would have been unfounded by persons out-
side of the department, that there was a process that was not as
sound as we tried to construct it.

So in Jena, for instance, Mr. Vice Chairman, the contrast in my
mind was between the first Jena decision, which was a gaming
compact decision that came in in 2002, which I have no recollection
of Mr. Griles participating in the discussions with career folks and
political folks on that decision, and a very keen interest in being
involved in a meeting which, as he says, would have been on the
Secretary’s schedule anyway, and it is her prerogative exclusively
to exclude anybody from such a meeting, a prerogative I would not
have presumed to exercise myself. However, I would have given my
counsel to her if I was concerned about a voice being in a room,
so long as she was able to determine who the voice is and on whose
behalf the voice is being raised.

I am sorry, sir. The last part of your question was other issues,
other Indian issues? There were a couple of other issues, Indian
gaming issues now we are talking about, because of course, the
portfolio of the deputy secretary is in many ways a member-at-
large or an official-at-large of the department, involved on any day
in numerous issues as duty dictates and requires. I have no quibble
with that at all, and accept that as the appropriate role of the dep-
uty secretary.

However, here there were a couple of instances, this was one
that I was worried about and I wanted Mr. Griles to know that I
had my eye on him on this one because I was worried about it,
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whether founded or not, I was worried about it. There was a Cali-
fornia example where I thought it was odd that Steve was involved,
the Auburn Rancheria, which was a decision that the Secretary
was making on a gaming parcel, and all of a sudden there were
meetings that Steve Griles was chairing which had as its constitu-
ent members people from adjacent communities in this California
area, I believe it was Placer County.

I thought that was odd. I did not know on whose behalf he had
interceded precisely and on whose behalf Mr. Griles was exercising
that inquiry, but he exercised an inquiry. The Secretary made a de-
cision. That, too, stood in contrast to an insistent voice, I am sorry,
an insistent request at being a part of this decision for reasons that
I could not in my mind understand.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Griles, I referenced an earlier Abramoff e-
mail, and the reason I am asking you about these is they are on
the record and you, while you are on the record, should be aware
of them. There is another September 9, 2002 Jack Abramoff e-mail
to Marc Schwartz: “Just finished meeting with the Deputy Sec-
retary. He is supposed to get his people to report to him tomorrow
on this issue so he can help us”. December 12, 2002, that is num-
ber 212 is the reference, it was 195 on the first one, number 212
on the second, Jack Abramoff to Chris: “Thanks, Chris. The meet-
ing with Griles went well. We have a lot to do”.

[Exhibit follows:]
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Di-DC-Gov) (o=l ou=WDClon=Recipients/cn=abramoffj} on behalf
of Abramof, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, September 09, 2002 9:51 PM

To: ‘Mare Schwartz' .

Subject: water issue

Just finished meeting with the Dep Secfetary He is supposed to get his people to report to him tomorrow on this issue so
he can help us. Il keep you posted

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Thursday, December 12, 2002 2:51 PM
To: ‘Chas’

Subject: RE: Thanks for a great year

Thanks Chris. The meeting with Griles went well. We have a ot to do, but we'll get there.

~——Original Message—

From: Chiis [maiito:

Sent Thursday, December 12, 2002 2:21 PM
To: abramw

Subject: Thanks for a great year

Jack, | know that pofitics and especially DC get very stressful and d ding. Hi . just wanted to let you
know that t you are truly a greal lnsp|mt:on and leader. | am really fooking forward to amther great year. We will

create a st shigan and get the message out. The SCIT has never had a presence Wike the
currentin DC and we want to keep it going. Take care.
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Senator DORGAN. So my point is, there are e-mails, e-mails, e-
mails, and e-mails about Mr. Abramoff saying he is meeting with
you. There are many others in which Ms. Federici is saying she is
talking to you. I mean, how do you reconcile all that?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, I cannot reconcile what Mr. Abramoff put
in e-mails to anyone. Today, based on what I heard, I do not know
if anybody can. I do not know the nature of those e-mails and what
the subject was right now. They are out of context for me. I do not
believe your staff showed them to me. If they did, I apologize. But
they asked me a question about I think September 12, this guy’s
name. I have absolutely no recollection of who that is or what that
was.

So what is the e-mail about? I do not know. I stated earlier that
I recall Mr. Abramoff being in my office one time, one time, and
that was that February meeting for the photo-op.

You know, Senator, if I could, Mr. Rossetti has made a couple of
comments. I do not know the Auburn Rancheria issue. Whenever
I was asked by the congressional office of Interior to meet with cer-
tain members of Congress, I would do that. And out of that, they
would ask me to meet with certain constituents. This is me having
a very vague recollection, Senator, of that issue, of when one of the
California Congressmen was interested in this and asked me to
meet.

This was early on, probably, in the Administration. But I do not
have facts. I do not have calendars here. So I am really guessing,
which is not fair to you and it is really not fair to the public record.

But I did not do gaming. I did not, did not ask Mr. Rossetti to
let me participate in anything, ever, particularly on the Jena Band.
Now, he has a different recollection of this. It is completely at odds
with mine. I had no reason to. I appreciate Mr. Rossetti, he is
known to me as someone that I have worked with, but I do not
know why he would have that recollection, Senator.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Griles, can I just follow-up about this rela-
tionship that Senator Dorgan is talking about. I would like you to
look at exhibit 280. It is in that book there, exhibit 280. It is an
e-mail dated September 9, 2003 from Mr. Abramoff to members of
his team. Do you see it? It is entitled, “Griles.” Mr. Abramoff
writes——

[Exhibit follows:
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, September 15, 2003 12:00 PM

To: Boulanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Gov); Ring, Kevin (Shid-DC-Gov); Williams, Michael E. (Dir-DC-
Gov), Gibson, Duane R. (Shid-DC-Gov/Adm)

Subject: RE: Griles

He told me to have Burns call Norton and | asked Will to get that done, and he will.

---~-Qriginal Message-----
From: Boulanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2003 9:24 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov); Ring, Kevin (Shid-DC-Govy; Williams, Michae! £, (Dir- DC~Gov) Gibson, Duane R,
{Shid-DC-Gov/Adm)

Subject: RE: Griles
What about cost share?

--—-Original Message---—

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, September 09, 2003 11:19 PM

To: Ring, Kevin (Shid-DC-Gov); Boutanger, Todd (Dir-DC-Govy); Williams, Michael E. (Dir-DC-Gov); Gibson, Duane
R. (Shid-DC-Gov/Adm)

Subject: Griles

This cannot be shared with anyone not on this distribution list. { met with him tonight. He is ready to leave Interior and
will most likely be coming to join us. He had a nice sized practice before he joined Interior, and expects to get that and
more rather soon. | expect he will be with us in 90-120 days. This will restrict what he can do for us in the meantime,
but he gave me some suggestions on how to get Meskwati through and the cost share done.
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Mr. GRILES. Senator, excuse me. What is it?

The CHAIRMAN. Exhibit 280. Do you see it?

Mr. GrILES. I do not see anything that say, oh, it says “Griles”.
Okay. I think I do see it, Senator.

The CHAIRMAN. The e-mail is dated September 9, 2003 from Mr.
Abramoff to members of his team entitled, “Griles.” Mr. Abramoff
writes, “This cannot be shared with anyone not on the distribution
list. I met with him tonight. He is ready to leave Interior and will
most likely be coming to join us. I expect that he will be with us
in 90 to 120 days.” First of all, do you recall meeting with Mr.
Abramoff on the night of September 9, 2003?

Mr. GrILES. I do not have a calendar.

The CHAIRMAN. But you do not recall it without a calendar?

Mr. GRILES. That is right, Senator, and I would have a way to
do that. If T had seen this e-mail, I would be able to respond to
that.

The CHAIRMAN. And you have no recollection of Mr. Abramoff
discussing employment with you? I am only asking this question
because Mr. Abramoff states so in an e-mail.

Mr. GrRILES. And I appreciate your asking this question because
unbeknownst to me that he had written anything of that nature,
and of course the papers have written that. So I am pleased you
are asking this question.

I met with Mr. Abramoff and one of the former witnesses that
was sitting here earlier, Mr. Baggett, one night. Mr. Abramoff says,
I have a managing partner; if you would come by and have a drink,
I would like for you to meet him.

Now, that happens quite often, Senator, as you know. People
bring people to town and ask, would you take a few minutes and
say hello to them.

When I sat down with them for a few minutes, the managing
partner, Mr. Baggett, this is the second time I have ever seen him
today, described his firm. It sounds like a very nice firm. At the
end of it, they said, we would like for you to join our firm, and I
said, gentlemen, I am not leaving the Federal Government. I had
made no plans to leave the Federal Government. In fact, I had
made a determination I was going to serve through the 4 years of
the President before I left.

As a result of that conversation, it raised alarms with me, be-
cause I am going, what was that about. I went back immediately
and talked to the ethics officers at the Department of the Interior,
both the deputy ethics officer and the ethics officer and told them
that conversation had occurred.

I said, do I need to do something? Do I need to document this?
Do I need to recuse myself on anything here? And their response
was, no, that if somebody in this town wanted you to get recused
and they knew you were involved in something, they could come up
to you in a casual conversation and say, we would like for you to
come to our firm and company, and then you would be recused.
And that is not how the ethics laws work, Senator.

So this e-mail, as you I think know, I had not seen before. I had
read about something like that in the Washington Post, and I am
really happy you finally asked this question. It simply is not true.
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The CHAIRMAN. There was no other discussion you ever had
about a job? Thank you.

Mr. GRILES. No, sir; not at all.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

Senator Dorgan.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Rossetti, you said you were worried about
Mr. Griles. Tell me about that.

Mr. RosSETTI. Well, I was alarmed that Mr. Griles all of a sud-
den had an inexplicable desire to be involved in this particular
issue. I was not so much alarmed that a binder would appear at
the department or letters collated by somebody to try to persuade
decisionmakers, but I could not reconcile in my own mind why it
was we had to have such a tussle over where the binder came from
in the first instance, and then in the second instance, why it was
repeatedly on at least one-half-dozen occasions, Mr. Griles insisted
on being a part of a decisionmaking meeting with the Secretary.

Now, ultimately he did not attend that meeting, but that was a
by-product of one final exchange that he and I had in front of wit-
nesses on this score, that ended in my open challenge to him as to
what it was that he was doing by pressing this issue. Whose water
was he carrying on this issue? And that was the end of that. The
Secretary made her determination based on the counsel from staff,
both career and politicals alike, who had been reviewing the mate-
rials that had been submitted by the State and the tribal govern-
ment at the time.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Rossetti, who were those witnesses?

Mr. ROSSETTI. To the best of my recollection, there were two. If
there was a third one, I do not recall, but David Barnhardt and
Brian Weidmann, I believe, were in the room. After this pointed ex-
change between Steve Griles and myself. Whether it was in that
exact same room, that exact same moment, or later that day, but
it happened within that day, I asked David Barnhardt what hap-
pened, in my own flowery language, and he indicated to me that
I scared Mr. Griles from participating in the meeting.

Later that day, that same day, Steve showed up in my office and
indicated that there was no reason to include him in the decision-
making meeting with the Secretary. He knew I had it covered and
handled. As I said earlier, that was the end of that, so that I knew
the Secretary would have at least a process that allowed her to do
her secretarial decisionmaking exercise with all the up-sides and
down-sides being laid for her in painful detail as much as she
wanted from the people that she had come to hear from on these
matters typically.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Griles, did you have discussions with the
Secretary about the Jena Band issue?

Mr. GRILES. No, sir; Senator, I do not recall any discussion with
the Secretary on Jena Band. Both as Mr. Rossetti indicated, there
were two different decisions that went on, one the first time, and
then one the second time. I do not recall ever being in a meeting
with the Secretary when she had the decision meeting.

Now, Senator, the way the Department works is every week the
Assistant Secretaries and bureau heads meet with the Secretary
and with me, if my schedule allowed, to talk about pending issues.
In those meetings, people would update the Secretary on what was
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occurring. Senator, I do not ever recall having a discussion at all
with the Secretary about the Jena Band. I had total access to her,
anytime I needed it and anytime I wanted it. If I had wanted that
access, I could have exercised it.

I am confused by Mr. Rossetti’s rendition.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Griles, on that point, I think Mr. Rossetti
talks about two witnesses to the pointed conversation. What will be
the witnesses’ recollection, in your judgment? Do you remember
that pointed conversation?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, I do not. I would say that Mr. Barnhardt
and Mr. Weideman are also very fine public servants, and if that
conversation occurred, sir, then we would have to understand the
nature and the context of it.

Senator DORGAN. Regrettably, Mr. Chairman, the amendment
that Senator Grassley and I are offering, a very controversial, sig-
nificant amendment on the floor of the Senate, had a 2-hour time
limit. There are about 30 to 40 minutes left, so I have to go to
speak on the floor on that amendment. I regret that I have to leave
before this hearing is completed.

I want to submit some questions, Mr. Griles, on a dinner that
was held at Signatures restaurant, which was apparently, if not a
fundraiser, nonetheless a dinner for an organization called CREA.
Ms. Federici indicated that you were personally inviting everyone
from Interior and talking with them about the dinner. And then I
have the guest list for the dinner. I want to ask some questions
about that dinner, because that also plays a role in a range of
things that Ms. Federici claims in the interviews she has had with
this committee.

We are trying to find the truth here, and it seems more and more
difficult in a number of these issues. The issues are significant and
very important. Mr. Chairman, I will leave the remainder of the
hearing to you, and thank you very much for doing that.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Mr. Griles, I only have one more question. When you served as
Deputy——

Mr. GRILES. Mr. Chairman, may I just say something to Senator
Dorgan?

The CHAIRMAN. Go ahead.

Mr. GrILES. I, too, seek what you just said. I learned so much
today. I have not seen these things. I do not know why people
would make those kind of comments. I am really disappointed in
what I have learned about some people today, and I know you are.
We have struggled to help Indian country the 4 years I was there.
We made a difference, and the things that went on here were not
right.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

When you served as deputy secretary, were you aware of any
polling or survey project done by Interior that was funded by or
through CREA?

Mr. GRILES. Senator, I was listening to the reading of that e-
mail. As I recall from staff, that was March 2001. Is that correct,
Senator?

The CHAIRMAN. I think so.
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Mr. GRILES. Senator, I was not even confirmed by the Senate
until July 2001. I think I assumed office on July 17. So first of all,
I do not know anything about it. I do not have any recollection of
that today at all. At some point back in my background, somebody
may have told me something, but I was not at Interior, and I can-
not imagine anybody conducting a poll for Interior, Senator.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Mr. Rossetti, I am sure this was not your most happy day, and
I thank you for coming forward to the committee.

Mr. Griles, I thank you for appearing and giving us your best
view of the situation.

I thank you both for appearing.

This hearing is adjourned.

[Whereupon at 1 p.m., the committee was adjourned, to recon-
vene at the call of the Chair.]
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ADDITIONAL MATERIAL SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD

PREPARED STATEMENT OF FRED W. BAGGETT, GREENBERG TRAURIG LLP

Mr. Chairman and honorable members of the committee:

My name is Fred Baggett, and I am a shareholder with the Tallahassee, Florida
office of Greenberg Traurig, LLP (“Greenberg Traurig” or the “Firm”). I appreciate
this opportunity to testify before the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs (the “com-
mittee”) today concerning the committee’s ongoing investigation in to the mis-
conduct of Jack Abramoff.

I have spent my entire professional career of 35 years as a lawyer and lobbyist
in the State of Florida. After graduating from the Florida State University College
of Law in 1970, I spent 2 years working as an executive assistant to the Chief Jus-
tice of the Florida State Supreme Court. I then started a law practice in Tallahas-
see, FL, which the Chief Justice joined in 1975. The lawyers in our office joined
Greenberg Traurig in 1991, and I have been there ever since. I am currently the
managing shareholder of the Tallahassee office of Greenberg Traurig, chair of the
Firm finance committee and head of the national governmental affairs practice. I
also maintain a full-time administrative law and lobbying practice with the Firm,
which is comprised almost exclusively of work at the Florida State legislative and
executive level.

Greenberg Traurig is an international law firm that prides itself on providing
high quality professional services to its clients. The Firm is comprised of over 30
offices, with a governmental affairs component in 16 of those offices.

Turning to the subject of today’s hearing, from 2001 through early 2004, Jack
Abramoff worked as a lobbyist in the Washington, DC office of our Firm. Up until
the end of Mr. Abramoff’s tenure at Greenberg Traurig, the Firm believed that Mr.
Abramoff was rendering high-quality professional services to his clients.

In late 2003 and early 2004, reports began to emerge questioning the amount of
money paid by various Indian tribes to Mr. Abramoff and Michael Scanlon in con-
nection with professional services the two had rendered. During this timeframe, Mr.
Abramoff was questioned about his financial relationship with Mr. Scanlon. Records
available to the committee, including a February 3, 2004 interview of Mr. Abramoff
conducted by Susan Schmidt of The Washington Post, reflect that, in front of Firm
personnel, Mr. Abramoff denied having any financial relationship with Mr. Scanlon
or engaging in any improprieties in connection with his lobbying work for tribal cli-
ents.

Nevertheless, because concerns had been raised, Greenberg Traurig wanted to en-
sure that there was no impropriety on the part of Mr. Abramoff. In mid-February,
the Firm hired Henry F. Schuelke, III of the Washington, DC law firm Janis,
Schuelke & Wechsler to conduct an internal investigation focusing on the existence
of a financial arrangement between Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon. Mr. Schuelke
is a former Federal prosecutor, who served as an assistant U.S. attorney in the Dis-
trict of Columbia from 1972-79, and is a highly regarded member of the District
of Columbia Bar. Both he and the other members of his firm have extensive experi-
ence in conducting internal investigations of this type.

(109)
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As Mr. Schuelke began his investigation, The Washington Post published the arti-
cle “A Jackpot From Indian Gaming Tribes,” raising questions about the fees
charged by Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon for lobbying and grassroots work. At
around the same time, this committee also announced that it would be looking into
Mr. Ahramoff’s activity. Facing the prospect of being subjected to W. Schuelke’s in-
vestigation, Mr. Abramoff for the first time disclosed to our Firm that be had re-
ceived money from Mr. Scanlon in connection with the work that the two men were
doing on behalf of Indian tribes. Upon learning of this arrangement, the Firm imme-
diately requested and obtained Mr. Abramoff’s resignation. The Firm issued a state-
ment to that effect on March 2, 2004.

Notwithstanding Mr. Abramoff's departure, Greenberg Traurig asked Mr.
Schuelke to continue his investigation. Based on Mr. Schuelke’s investigation, the
Firm has made disclosures to clients affected by Mr. Abramoff’s activities, worked
out resolutions with a number of affected clients and hopes to work out resolutions
with still other affected clients.

The facts surrounding Mr. Abramoff's employment by our Firm have been un-
happy ones. We at Greenberg Traurig regret the improprieties that transpired dur-
ing Mr. Abramoff’s 3 years of employment with us. We share the chairman’s and
the rest of the committee’s dismay at Mr. Abramoff’s activities and behavior.

I assure you that we will continue to work with you and other investigators to
ensure that, consistent with our obligations to clients, all information that can be
shared is shared with the proper authorities.

We appreciate the work of this committee and its staff in thoroughly investigating
and responding to this matter.

Again, thank you for this opportunity.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF KEVIN SICKEY, CHAIRMAN, COUSHATTA TRIBE OF
LouisiaNna

Good morning Chairman McCain, Senator Dorgan, and distinguished members of
this committee.

I am Kevin Sickey, chairman of the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana. With me at the
table is my brother and council member, David Sickey, and our tribal attorney,
Jimmy Faircloth. I would also like to recognize Council Member Tee LaBulf, and
the members of our tribe who made the trip to attend this hearing.

Many of these tribal members were the first to suspect that something had gone
terribly wrong with the lobbyists, Jack Abramoff and Mike Scanlon, so it is appro-
priate that these tribal members are present for this proceeding. At one time they
were referred to as “dissidents” for questioning the lobbyists’ actions—a label pro-
vided by the lobbyists to divert suspicion from their own activities.

We are grateful for the opportunity to appear before this important committee.
Your staff has been cooperative and respectful, and we appreciate their hard work.

We will divide our opening statement into two parts. First, I will provide a brief
history of our tribe. I will explain our government and the political environment
that the lobbyists used to their advantage. And, I will comment briefly on the harm
caused by their fraud, Obviously, the information your committee is making public
today is both shocking and deeply disturbing to me both as chairman of the tribe
and as a tribal member.

Following my brief comments, Councilman Sickey will provide a broad overview
of some of the things we discovered in our own review.

Before we proceed, however, we must respectfully qualify our testimony. Neither
Councilman Sickey nor I had any direct dealings with Abramoff or Mr. Scanlon. We
were not involved in the decision to hire these lobbyists, nor were we involved in
any aspect of coordinating their work. We are both reluctant to speculate about the
conduct and motives of the lobbyists, and I suspect that any such speculation or con-
jecture will-not aid the work of this committee. Finally, because we are currently
involved in litigation about these events, we must be cautious in our comments con-
cerning the actions of others.

I. The History of Our Tribe

We are descendants of the Creek Confederacy, from the Muskogee family of tribes.
Our ancestors were stripped of 22 million acres of land by the United States follow-
ing the Creek War in 1814. Approximately 50 years later, a small band of
Coushattas settled in the Calcasieu River area, near Kinder, LA.

In 1884, they were forced to move again when homesteaders began claiming their
land. They then purchased a small tract of land 3 miles, north of Elton, LA.
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In 1898, the United States placed 160 acres of land into trust for the tribe. Unfor-
tunately, the trust was revoked in 1953, which began a 20-year struggle for re-rec-
ognition.

In 1973, the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana was again recognized. And 7 years
later, our reservation was again formally established.

In 1985, we held our first election of leaders by popular vote. We then established
our own judicial system, police department, housing authority, and many other so-
cial programs.

Today, our tribe consists of over 850 members, approximately 400 of whom live
in the Coushatta Community. We are proud of our culture and heritage, and we are
dedicated to maintaining the sovereignty that generations of our ancestors sacrificed
and even died to protect.

Our casino and resort opened in January 1995, and since then we have been
blessed with economic prosperity. We employ approximately 2,800 people, with a
total annual payroll in, the range of $80 million. We purchase goods and services
from Louisiana vendors in the range, of $40 million per year. And we contribute ap-
proximately $7 million per year to State and local governments. We are proud to
be a vital part of the economy of southwest Louisiana.

This brief period of prosperity follows hundreds of years of unjust treatment by
outsiders, which resulted in abject poverty and hardship within the tribe. This is
why it is particularly painful that, after all those terrible years, our tribe again has
been preyed upon by outsiders. But on this occasion, at least we are in good com-
pany. Certainly within the modern era, no victimization of Native Americans has
received so much attention no doubt because the underlying scandal has touched so
many influential people.

Nevertheless, we deeply appreciate the actions of this committee in bringing this
matter to light.

IL. Our Tribal Government and the Political Environment that Was Manipu-
lated by the Lobbyists

Our tribe is governed by an elected council consisting of a chairman and four
council members. None of the current council members were in office when Mr.
Abramoff was hired in early 2001. Councilman Sickey took office in 2003. He had
no direct contact with either Mr. Abramoff or Mr. Scanlon and very little knowledge
of their activities. In fact he became a vocal spokesperson against them.

Council Members LaBuff, Verlis Williams, and I took office this past June. One
of our council seats is currently vacant.

This wholesale change in leadership was in large part a result of the mess created
by Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon.

While Indian Country has seen many con-men throughout history, few, if any,
were as skilled as Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon at creating and then preying on
insecurities. They preyed upon our political insecurities, they preyed upon our eco-
nomic insecurities, and they preyed upon our insecurities about each other.

Our political system is no more turbulent than any other. We, too, have cycles
in leadership and influence, and it occasionally turns partisan. The lobbyists came
to our tribe during one of these transition periods. And they viewed this as an op-
portunity for exploitation.

To any decent person, vulnerability in others provides an opportunity to help. But
to con-men, like Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon, our vulnerability simply provided
an opportunity to steal. And they hit the jackpot with us: A Native American tribe
with a fairly new casino, in the midst of a political transition, and naive to the un-
derworld of governmental affairs.

They inserted themselves into our internal tribal politics, excluded and attempted
to discredit those who questioned or opposed them, and deliberately created para-
noia on both sides by exaggerating threats from inside and outside the tribe.

They exaggerated political threats and they exaggerated economic threats. Then,
they exaggerated their ability to deal with these exaggerated threats. And in the
midst of this, they incited political upheaval to provide cover for their scheme to
steal millions of dollars.

We are pleased to report that the political storm within the tribe has calmed. And
we are taking steps to recover the money that was stolen to correct our system of
checks and balances to ensure that this will never happen again.

III. The Harm to Our Tribe

It is important to understand that the harm caused by Mr. Abramoff and Mr.
Scanlon is much greater than the money they stole. Even though this amount is
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shockingly large, the scar of victimization runs even deeper, particularly because it
has touched our leadership.

Moreover, the misconduct of Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon has harmed all Native
Americans in a way that deserves the particular attention of this committee. The
lobbyists actions have created a perception that there is something improper about
officials working closely with Indian tribes.

This stereotype threatens to chill tribal communications with officials who can
profoundly influence the well-being of all tribes.

Even worse, it unfairly shifts the unfairly from where it belongs to the victims.
Jack Abramoff is not a product of Indian Country. On the contrary, he is the golden
boy gone bad of the American political system. Our tribe and others were victimized
when we attempted to fit into the American political system and we were led to be-
lieve that Mr. Abramoff was the gatekeeper.

We have begun the process of repairing the political damage to our tribe’s reputa-
tion. We have met with several of our State and Federal officials, and they seem
genuinely committed to providing our tribe with the same access and the same
channels of communication open to all individuals, businesses, and special interest
group—nothing more, nothing less, and without favors or contributions. That is the
way the system should work, and that is certainly the way we would like to partici-
pate.

There have been a lot of adjectives used to describe Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scan-
lon; greedy and corrupt come to mind. But those are common terms, often used to
describe people who forfeit judgment for money. Abramoff’s and Scanlon’s actions
were hardly common. They set a new high water mark for greed and corruption.

I have read that Mr. Abramoff considers himself a religious man. If that is the
case, then I do not understand, the basis of his faith, and it is certainly different
than ours. Most religions promote compassion and concern for others, and it is clear
that Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon had no concern whatsoever for the welfare of
our people.

Your committee has done a great service for all Americans by exposing this sad
affair. There are lessons here for everyone.

I am grateful for the opportunity to address this committee on behalf of the
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana. Council member David Sickey will now provide a
brief overview of our factual findings.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF DAVID SICKEY, COUNCILMAN, COUSHATTA TRIBE OF
LoUISIANA

Good morning Chairman McCain, Senator Dorgan and distinguished members of
this committee.

I am David Sickey, a member of the tribal council of the Coushatta Tribe of Lou-
isiana. I took office in June 2003.

As Chairman Sickey has noted, I was not in office when Mr. Abramoff and Mr.
Scanlon were hired, and I did not participate in the decisions by the tribal council
to authorize their projects or pay them. I would respectfully submit that it will not
aid the committee’s efforts for me to speculate about the events at issue. My brief
comments today will therefore be limited to certain facts established by the docu-
ments we have seen. As you are aware, many of the documents reviewed by this
committee were not available to us. However, my observations today are also based
on information provided by your staff, for which we are grateful.

My intention is to provide a broad overview of the environment in which this
fraud was committed. As your investigation must have revealed, while the scheme
of Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon was reprehensible, it was also very clever and
well-timed. Like Chairman Sickey, I should note that our tribe is currently involved
in litigation about these lobbying activities, so I am limited in what I can say today.

I have attempted to organize my observations in chronological order, because the
way that this scheme evolved over time was critical to its success.

1. The First Six Months

Mr. Abramoff was hired in March 2001. The tribe entered a contract with his
firm, Greenberg Traurig, to provide lobbying services related to our tribe’s compact
negotiation and important regional gaming issues. According to the contract, Green-
berg Traurig was to receive $125,000 per month plus reasonable expenses. The con-
tract did not mention Mr. Scanlon nor any of the entities that he used to charge
the tribe, an additional $30 million.

During the first 6 months or so of the lobbyists’ employment, they appeared to
deliver on their promises, and so the lobbying costs appeared justified. During that
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initial period, the tribe paid roughly $3.5 million for assistance with our tribal com-
pact, which was successfully negotiated, and to achieve several legislative objectives.
I say that they appeared to deliver on their promises because it is difficult to assess
how much impact the lobbyists actually had in accomplishing these tribal objectives.
Of course, they took credit for everything.

If it had ended at that point, around September 2001, then this would be nothing
more than another story about high priced lobbyists taking credit for results that
they may or may not have influenced. But, it did not stop there. They leveraged
their initial success as a platform for fraud, and by the spring of 2002 had extracted
another $17 million from our tribe. By the time it was over in 2004, the tribe had
spent approximately $36 million. Ironically, as the scheme progressed and the bills
and rhetoric increased, the lobbyists’ actual work for the tribe clearly decreased.

2. The Texas Threat

On October 5, 2001, the tribe paid $870,000 to Mr. Scanlon’s company, Capital
Campaign Strategies, to create a “Grassroots Political Structure” in Texas. Mr.
Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon were insistent that Texas was on the verge of legalizing
gambling, and that this would devastate the Coushatta casino. The majority of our
casino customers travel from Texas particularly the Houston area—and we have
long understood that legalized gambling in Texas would erode our customer base
and our casino revenues. Recognizing this potential threat and our fear of the con-
sequences, the lobbyists claimed to have critical influence with the Texas officials
who could defeat Texas gambling.

This appears to be the starting point for their most egregious exaggerations and
fabrications. This also appears to be the timeframe when they committed to gouging
the tribe for as much money as they could, and to say or do anything that was nec-
essary to prolong the payout.

3. $1 Million Payment Funneled to One of Abramoff’s Causes

On October 30, 2001, the tribe paid $3.17 million for the “Louisiana Program.”
This payment marks a high point in the lobbyists’ creative billing. They split the
bill by requesting that $2.17 million be sent to Capitol Campaign Strategies and $1
million to Greenberg Traurig. According to information shared by the staff, the $1
million payment to Greenberg Traurig was not for any services provided by the law
firm. Instead, this $1 million payment was used to “pump” the firm’s reported lobby-
ing revenues, thereby maintaining Greenberg Traurig’s public status as one of the
“top ten” providers of legal and lobbying services to Native American tribes. E-mails
involving Mr. Abramoff, Mr. Scanlon, and others at Greenberg Traurig reveal that
this $1 million payment was funneled through the firm and then used to finance
one of Mr. Abramoff’s favorite causes.

The suspect nature and purpose of this payment structure is reflected in an e-
mail from Mr. Scanlon to the tribe’s former attorney, dated October 25, 2001, where
he writes:

“We broke this into two invoices—one to be paid to Greenberg Traurig for 1m, and
one paid to Capitol Campaign Strategies—GT’s public affairs entity for the balance.
We usually just invoice you through Capitol Campaign Strategies so the Lawyers at
the firm rest easy while we are out burning the country side. In this instance however
we plan to do some things through the law firm umbrella due to their highly sen-
sitive nature and confidentiality reasons. I hate hiding behind lawyers—but we are
going to do some crazy stuff on this one—so I guess it’s ok.”

Mr. Abramoff, who was a partner at Greenberg Traurig, directed this creative bill-
ing arrangement. In my personal view, this payment reveals the extent of Mr.
Abramoff’s shamelessness. Not only was he stealing the tribe’s money, but he was
Fsing the theft to improve his professional reputation and the reputation of the
irm.

4. Hyping the Texas Threat

In a memorandum dated November 6, 2001, Mr. Scanlon reports that he had just
returned from Texas, and states:

“We believe now that the Alabama Coushatta will open soon, if we do not intercede.
This will likely be a small facility and not the class III facility the council is worried
about, but we believe you should shut it down regardless.”

This exemplifies the lobbyists’ strategy of identifying an exaggerated threat to the
tribe’s casino revenues, as does the following assertion in a report from Mr. Scanlon
to the tribe dated December 21, 2001:
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“Despite our best efforts, the voting public in Texas remains VERY pro-gaming.
The State economy is lagging, and with the Enron and Continental Airlines debacles
hitting the Houston area back to back, they are desperate for revenue. As we said
when we came to you with the original Texas, proposal, things are really bad over
there. We have never before seen such a pro-gaming atmosphere in Texas, or any-
where else in the country, in our collective political careers, and although we have
it contained for the time being, this environment is a very serious threat to the Grand
Casino’s future.”

5. Threats of Infiltration

According to a memorandum from Mr. Scanlon dated January 3, 2002, the com-
pany that owned one of our competitors was “well known for their ability to infiltrate
the electorates of Indian tribes and this will undoubtedly happen there, if they get
a foothold in your region.” After hammering this point and others, Mr. Scanlon
states:

“We have identified a strategy to deal with this, and we would like to propose this
strategy and request a budget for it. Both the strategy and the budget are somewhat
large. However, we cannot stress the importance of eliminating this concern. It is a
threat to not only the casino, but also the tribe itself.”

6. Increasing the Threat Level

In a report to the tribe dated February 25, 2002, Mr. Scanlon stated, that:

“It may seem like the walls are closing in with three very real threats on your
radar screen . . . . If we handle each threat individually, our chances of eliminating
ALL OF THEM are very good. If we panic, the very existence of the grand casino
could be jeopardized.”

At about this time, perhaps sensing some opposition to their proposals and pro-
grams within the tribe—and likely planning to increase their fees and profits—Mr.
Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon began excluding and attempting to discredit their politi-
cal opposition on the Council and within the tribe.

7. Going on the Offensive to Counter Criticism

In a report dated May 8, 2002, Mr. Scanlon states:

“Sorry for the confusion on the funding front, but as I mentioned I believe that
your opponents will use such payments against you and until such time as we deal
with that issue, it’s best we lay low.”

He then recommended that the former chairman send a letter to tribal members
attempting to justify hiring what he refers to as the “Washington team.”

He also spoke negatively about another council member, and stated that “we can’t
let [that person] run around banging on you and the chairman much longer or it
will take hold.”

And he recommended sending a letter to tribal members accusing the council
member of doing something wrong to “put the focus back on the people who deserve
it.”

8. Lying Low to Avoid Exposure

On October 31, 2002, the tribal CFO sent an e-mail to Mr. Abramoff stating that
tribal auditors were requesting confirmation that the tribe had paid a total of
$18,559,700 for “demographic surveys and studies and other professional campaign
consulting fees,” and that there were “no contracts in place with Capitol Campaign
Strategies and the American International Center.”

Mr. Abramoff forwarded the e-mail to Mr. Scanlon, asking “what should I say, es-
pecially about the last part (the request concerning no contracts)?”

In response to several frantic comments from Mr. Abramoff, Mr. Scanlon states
“f—ing weird, really f—ing weird—I hope that this is standard operating procedure.”
He then recommends that Mr. Abramoff talk to the tribe’s vice chairman before
writing anything.

There was never a formal reply. The confirmation requested by the auditors was
not pflovided. Instead, a decision apparently was made to lay low until the storm
passed.

There is no doubt that, by this point, the lobbyists knew that questions were
being raised about their fees. As is clear from subsequent events, they obviously did
not care. Apparently, they felt confident that even this type of blatant misconduct
was fair game in the world of big time lobbying.

9. Back in Business and Full Steam Ahead
In a report date January 21, 2003, Mr. Scanlon stated:
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“As we outlined in our overall strategy, this year’s political circumstances, if not
addressed correctly, will literally cost the tribe hundreds of millions of dollars.”

He asked for a budget of $9.3 million on the bottom end and $11.3 million the
top end,” and added that “when you look at the fact that the tribe stands to lose sev-
eral hundreds of millions of dollars, the program costs are well worth the risk.”

In this report, Mr. Scanlon also proposes a way to dodge concerns within the tribe
about the lobbying fees by routing money through different entities, He wrote:

“We have attached invoices that direct the funds to several different entities that
will play different roles in this campaign along with a letter from me/CCS informing
the tribe that I will no longer be providing the political services to the tribe as I have
in the past.”

b But, in the next paragraph, he makes it clear that this was all a shell game, when
e states:

“We want to assure you that you will receive the same level of service we have pro-
vided in the past. We understand that what you are paying for is Jack and myself
and we will deliver the same way we have in the past.

That said, the entities we are using will technically execute operations of the cam-
paign or will contract with other companies to cover costs associated with the cam-
paign—uwith Jack and I doing the work. In other words, the tribe will be invoiced
by an entity and once funded that entity will in turn hire firms such as CCS or (Jack
and I for example) to execute the program.”

He also enclosed a bill from Greenberg Traurig for $2 million, and stated:

“GT will simply serve as another funding entity to ease budgetary issues. GT will
turn that funding around to cover costs associated with the campaign.”

In total, the tribe routed $11.3 million through the following maze of entities:

$2 million to Greenberg Traurig.

$5 million to Scanlon Gould Public Affairs.

$2.3 million to American International Center

$2 million to American Research & Analysis.

And this does not include the $125,000 per month the tribe was paying Greenberg
Traurig.

Closing Comment

In conclusion, as Chairman Sickey and I have both noted, since we were not in-
volved in any direct dealings with Mr. Abramoff or Mr. Scanlon, there is very little
that we can say here today about the events at issue that would not involve specula-
tion and conjecture. Therefore, until our own investigation is complete, both of us
are very reluctant to comment further on the lobbying activities in question. More-
over, any speculative comments on our part could jeopardize our legal efforts to re-
cover the tribe’s money.

But, what we can state with firm conviction based on our own review and the
findings of this committee is that our tribe was defrauded out of most of the money
we paid. And no matter who the lobbyists used or who they try to blame, this fraud
was orchestrated and carried out by Jack Abramoff and Michael Scanlon and—from
the tribe’s perspective—the fraud was orchestrated under the banner of Greenberg
Traurig.

Your committee has performed an important service by exposing this fraud, and
I am grateful for the opportunity to address the committee today. As Chairman
Sickey noted, there are lessons in this sad episode for everyone.
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Barry M. Hartman

202,778.9338
January 3, 2006 202.778.9100

bhartman@klng.com

VIA HAND DELIVERY & FAX

The Honorable John McCain

Chairman

U.S. Senate Committee on Indian Affairs
United States Senate

836 Hart Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: L Steven Griles
Dear Senator McCain:

This letter is submitted on behalf of J. Steven Griles and as a follow-up to his testimony
at the U.S. Senate Committee on Indian Affairs on November 2, 2005. There are several reasons
for submitting this letter. First, as requested, Mr. Griles is returning the written version of the
interview that he gave to the Committee at the October 20, 2005 private interview.' Second,

Mr. Griles is returning the transcript of the hearing that was sent to him with typographical
corrections.

More importantly, the balance of this letter contains information that Mr. Griles requests
the Committee to consider and include as part of the record of its investigation. Mr. Griles is
concerned that due to the omission and selective release of evidence by the Committee staff, the
public has received an erroneous and misleading view of Mr. Griles’ involvement with Jack
Abramoff and Indian gaming issues. Mr. Griles is certain that you especially will be concerned
as you pursue the truth in this investigation. Mr. Griles therefore respectfully requests that this
letter be made part of the record of this investigation and part of any report issued by the
Committee on this matter. In the event there are additional questions on any matter contained in
this letter or testified to by Mr. Griles, we request that Mr. Griles be given an opportunity to
respond to those disputes and that his responses be part of the record of this investigation.

This letter is based upon our review of documents released by the Senate Committee and
documents we obtained by conducting our own investigation into this matter, including through

! The Committee staff has advised us that Mr. Griles is prohibited from retaining a copy of this
interview even if he agrees to keep it confidential. Mr. Griles must respectfully decline to adopt,
sign or otherwise acknowledge the validity of any document when he is not permitted to retain a
copy of it.
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multiple Freedom of Information Act requests. Notwithstanding our best efforts over the last
two months to obtain and review all relevant evidence, it is unclear whether all the information
that supports Mr. Griles’ position has been made available to him or the public. Nonetheless,
based on the information that we have been able to compile thus far, Mr. Griles wants the
Committee to have as much pertinent and accurate information as possible.

The facts demonstrate that Mr, Griles never entertained efforts by Mr. Abramoff to
exercise influence over DOI Indian gaming issues.

First, Mr. Griles was questioned extensively in the October 20, 2005, private session and
at the November 2, 2005 public hearing regarding the extent to which Mr. Abramoff “lobbied”
him on certain Indian gaming issues. According to emails, Mr. Abramof¥ apparently claimed to
others that Mr. Griles was “his man” at Interior. This is false. Mr. Griles repeatedly stated that
Mr. Abramoff’s contacts with Mr. Griles were extremely limited and did not involve gaming
issues. As Mr. Griles indicated, Mr. Abramoff had no special access to Mr. Griles and
Mr. Griles did not make decisions regarding matters that interested Mr. Abramoff’s clients.
‘When these questions were asked, Mr. Griles was not told that the Committee staff had in its
possession potential evidence that confirmed Mr. Griles’ testimony. Specifically, an email dated
July 17, 2003, apparently from Mr. Abramoff to Ms. Italia Federici stated that:

Are you around for a chat? [ am in a most difficult situation
regarding Interior and need your advice. Steve is nothing but a
gentleman and a great guy to me, but he can’t (or at least won't)
discuss any of my clients with me.

(Emphasis added.) See Senate Bates No. SENCREA 10/04 000108. 1t is unclear why the
Committee staff chose to withhold this email from Mr. Griles in the private interview and again
at the public hearing. The record should be made clear in this regard.

Second, during the public hearing, it was observed, apparently based on information
allegedly provided by Committee staff, that “we have, I am guessing, probably dozens of emails,
three or four or five dozen emails from both Mr. Abramoff and Ms. Federici describing meetings
with you, discussions with you, telephone calls with you, and describing those meetings,
discussions and telephone calls specifically in the context of issues, Jena Band issues, and other
Indian issues before the Interior Committee, .. It is certainly at odds with your opening
statement.” Public Transcript at 143,
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This statement is erroneous. The records that have been released by the Committee, but
were not shared with Mr. Griles before he testified, show that:

. Mr. Griles attended one dinner on September 24, 2001, a CREA benefit, where
Mr. Abramoff and many others were present and no substantive matter was
discussed. See Senate Bates No. GTG-E000028092.

. There was only one email sent by Mr. Griles to Mr. Abramoff and that email was
sent one week after Mr. Griles took office - 07/25/2001.

. According to records provided to us (and as we understand, to the Committee
staff) by the Department of Interior, Mr. Abramoff called Mr. Griles’ office only
Jive times over a four-year period. One call occurred in August 2001 and the
other four calls all occurred in 2003.> One email dated February 28, 2002 and
allegedly between Mr. Abramoff and Ms. Federici refers to Mr. Griles allegedly
assisting with respect to an early Jena tribe issue. However, Michael Rosetti, who
handled this matter for the Secretary, testified that Mr. Griles was not involved in
this issue. That Jena tribe issue was decided by Secretary Norton. See Senate
Bates No. GTG-E000118639.

This evidence shows that there were not “dozens” of emails describing meetings,
telephone calls and discussions with Mr. Griles regarding Mr. Abramoff or his clients. Nor were
there dozens of meetings, telephone calls, or discussions involving Mr. Griles and Indian gaming
issues or involving Mr. Abramoff. As a matter of fundamental fairness, Mr. Griles should have
been shown this material by Committee staff before he testified, as it would have permitted him
in the public hearing to point to evidence that supported his position. Mr. Griles respectfully
requests that the record be corrected in this regard.

? According to Departmental records released to M. Griles, one phone call in 2001 related to an
inquiry regarding a job interview for someone named Mark Zackares (sic). Mark Zackares did
not receive a job with the Department nor did Mr. Griles seek one on his behalf. Mr. Griles
testified that he recalled two other calls by Mr. Abramoff regarding non-gaming issues, one
relating to a school funding issue and the other related to a tribal leadership issue. Each call was
referred to the appropriate DOI official. Mr. Griles believes the school funding issue was not
resolved in a manner that was favorable to Mr, Abramoff’s clients.
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Mr. Griles was not invelved in Indian gaming issues.

At the hearing, questions were raised regarding whether Mr. Griles tried to inject himself
into certain decision-making processes relating to Indian gaming issues. Mr. Griles stated,
plainly and clearly, that he did not participate in decisions regarding Indian gaming issues.

When Mr. Rosetti, who handled Indian gaming issues for Secretary Norton, was asked
about Mr. Griles’ involvement in these issues, he testified about a gaming issue regarding the
Auburn Rancheria tribe. Mr. Rosetti professed to have his “eye on” Mr. Griles’ involvement in
these issues based on this instance. According to the transcript, Mr. Rosetti said: “I thought that
was odd. I did not know on whose behalf who had interceded precisely and on whose behalf
Mr. Griles was exercising that inquiry, but he exercised that inquiry.” Public Transcript at 148,

Mr. Griles speculated in his testimony at the hearing that his participation may have been
in response to a congressional inquiry. Now that he has had the opportunity to review
documents not previously provided to him, he can confirm his belief that his involvement in the
Auburn Rancheria gaming issue was at the request of the DOI Office of Congressional Affairs,
He recalls that Congressman Doolittle had sponsored legislation to recognize the Auburn
Rancheria tribe. He believes the tribe sought to pursue gaming activities and filed documents
with the Department. He believes that Congressman Doolittle was concerned about this and may
have asked for a meeting with the Secretary to discuss it. Although he was not involved in the
substantive decision-making process on the tribe’s application, in order to maintain good
relations with members of Congress, Mr. Griles was asked by the Office of Congressional
Affairs to meet with the congressman and/or his representatives, and his constituents, to hear
their concerns. Mr. Griles believes that his calendar reflects a meeting on January 14, 2002 that
is likely to be the meeting with the constituents. According to the calendar, the meeting was set
up by William Horn, who was then with the firm of Birch, Horton, Bettner and Cherot PC.

To Mr. Griles’ knowledge, there is no evidence that Jack Abramoff had anything to do
with representing this tribe before the Department. Moreover, Mr. Griles was not involved in
making any decision regarding this matter, and he simply responded to a request made by the
Office of Congressional Affairs. Accordingly, there is no basis to conclude from Mr. Rosetti’s
discussion of this matter that Mr. Griles acted improperly or even oddly. As Deputy Secretary,
Mr. Griles often represented the Department before members of Congress on a wide variety of
matters that, although not within his responsibilities, were nonetheless Departmental matters.

Mr. Rosetti also made comments, unsupported by a single shred of evidence, regarding
potential involvement by Mr. Griles in an issue relating to the Jena Band efforts to obtain
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approval for gaming activities in Louisiana. Mr. Rosetti noted that there were two “Jena Band”
casino issues and that Mr. Griles was not involved in the first. Public Transcript at 1472
According to records released by the Committee after Mr. Griles testified, there were three
emails from Mr. Abramoff seeking Ms. Federici’s assistance in getting information to Mr. Griles
regarding the first Jena Band issue. This occurred on or about February 28, 2002. There is no
evidence that Mr. Griles received such information. Mr. Griles testified that he was not
involved in this issue and has no recollection of receiving such information. Moreover, Mr.
Rosetti testified that Mr. Griles was not involved with issues relating to Jena Band in February
2002,

The second Jena Band issue occurred in November 2003 and involved a “binder” that
was delivered to Mr. Griles’ office and related to the Jena Band effort to obtain approval to
conduct gaming in Louisiana. Mr. Griles testified that there was no indication as to who sent this
binder and that after seeing that it related to Indian gaming, gave the binder to Mr. Rosetti, who
was responsible for this issue. With respect to this instance, Mr. Rosetti testified, with no
support of any sort, that Mr. Griles made “constant requests to be involved in meetings”
regarding the Jena Band gaming issue, had an “inexplicable desire to be involved in this
particular issue ...,” and “could not reconcile in my own mind why it was we had to have such a
tussle over where the binder came from.” Public Transcript at 154. There is not a scintilla of
evidence to corroborate Mr. Rosetti’s claim that Mr. Griles was “constantly” asking to be
involved in such meetings. Although Mr. Rosetti also suggested two witnesses could
corroborate his story, Messrs. Brian Waidmann and David Bernhardt, as we understand it,
neither has done so. Moreover, less than two months before this incident, Mr. Abramoff
apparently complained in an email to Ms. Federici that Mr. Griles would not even talk with him
about his clients. This email is quoted above.

In sum, the evidence demonstrates that, while Mr. Abramoff may have told others that he
had influence over Mr. Griles’ decisions, and that Mr. Abramoff may have thought he had

* Mr. Rosetti’s assertion that Mr. Griles was not involved in the “first” Jena Band casino issue
stands seems to undermine a claim made in an email from Mr. Abramoff to Ms. Federici, which
was never seen by Mr. Griles, that suggests otherwise:

Subj: FW Jena Band: Panel, Logansport asked to speak on proposal casino. ..

“It seems that the Jena are on the march again. If you can, can you make sure Steve
squelches this again? Thanks.”

Email dated December 2, 2002 from Mr. Abramoff to Ms. Federici.
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influence over Mr. Griles through Ms. Federici or otherwise: (a) Mr. Griles did not in fact
exercise authority over Indian gaming issues; (b) Mr. Abramoff had no special access to
Mr. Griles and Mr. Griles did not make decisions regarding matters that interested

Mr. Abramoff’s clients.*

Allegations regarding Mr. Abramoff’s so-called “job discussions” with Mr. Griles are not
supported by any facts,

During the private interview with Committee staff, and at the hearing, Mr. Griles was
asked whether he had a conversation with Mr. Abramoff where Mr. Abramoff negotiated or
offered Mr. Griles a job with Mr. Abramoff’s firm, Greenberg Traurig. Mr. Griles said during
the private interview that he was not offered any job nor did he negotiate for one with
Mr. Abramoff. Mr. Griles identified Mr. Abramoff’s partner, Fred Beckett, as a person who
could corroborate his recollection of events. At the time, we understand the Committee staff had
already interviewed Mr. Beckett, who was the only other witness to this alleged conversation
between Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Griles. While the Committee staff apparently recommended that
Mr. Griles be asked about this conversation at the public hearing, the staff apparently did not
suggest that Mr. Beckett be asked about it as well. We believe that had Mr. Beckett been asked,
he would have confirmed Mr. Griles’ statement that Greenberg Traurig never negotiated with
and never offered any position to Mr. Griles either at the meeting where Mr. Beckett met
Mr. Griles or at any time thereafter.

The Committee staff apparently chose not to recommend that this evidence be presented
at the public hearing. Instead, an email dated September 9, 2003 was released, in which
Mr. Abramoff tells some of his associates (that did not include Mr. Beckett or any other member
of the Greenberg Traurig management comumittee) that Mr. Griles might be joining the firm, but
orders them to keep this a secret from everyone, including, apparently, Mr. Beckett. Mr. Griles
denied that any job offer or negotiations took place. Curiously, Mr. Beckett was not asked about
this email. As noted above, we believe that Mr. Beckett would confirm Mr. Griles’ position that
Greenberg Traurig never negotiated with Mr. Griles or offered him a job.

* As noted above at note 2, Mr. Griles testified that he knew who Mr. Abramoff was, and that
Mr. Abramoff had an interest in and sought to lobby the Department on a school cost sharing
issue and a tribal leadership dispute, but Mr. Griles did not make any final decision or direct any
subordinate to reach any specific outcome in either of these matters. See note 2 above.
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As a matter of fundamental fairness and accuracy, Mr. Griles respectfully requests that
this evidence be included in the Committee’s report. The Committee report should objectively
present corroborated evidence that no negotiations or job offer occurred, and should dismiss as
not credible the uncorroborated claim contained in Mr. Abramoff’s secret memo to “his team.”

Additional issues.

First, the report should reflect the fact that Mr. Griles was interviewed by Committee
staff, but was never deposed. A deposition connotes fairness to the person being questioned.
Committee staff, though polite, did not follow, or even purport to follow, the rules that apply to
depositions. For example, the Committee staff asked Mr. Griles questions based on partial
documents or summaries of documents. Moreover, Mr. Griles was also asked questions about
documents that he was denied an opportunity to review, a procedure that would not be permitted
or appropriate in a legitimate deposition.

Second, as noted above, during Mr. Griles’ four-hour private interview, he was shown
only a handful of the thousands of emails and other documents that were subsequently used at
the public hearing or that were released after he testified. Mr. Griles was largely answering
questions from memory about events occurring as much as four years earlier. Before the hearing
was convened, Mr. Griles repeatedly asked Committee staff for access to those documents.
These requests were summarily denied. As this letter demonstrates, many of those documents
support Mr. Griles’ position. And, as noted above, Mr. Griles believes there are other documents
that corroborate his recollection, but that have still been withheld from him by the Department of
Interior.

In sum, all the evidence that we have been able to obtain fully supports Mr. Griles’
statements that he was not involved in Indian gaming issues, did not make decisions or seek to
influence decisions in order to aid Mr. Abramof, and never accepted anything of value from
Mr. Abramoff.

We respectfully request that this letter be included in the record of the Committee’s
investigation. Please let us know if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

Barry ¥. Hartman
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November 8, 2005
VIA FACSIMILE ONLY

Senator Byron L. Dorgan
Committee on Indian Affirs
‘Washington, D.C. 20510-6450

RE: Committee on Indian Affairs
November 2 Oversight Hearing
Gail Halpern, CPA. witness

Dear Senator Dorgan:

___CARR MALONEY PC

ooz

Tycon Towsrt
8000 Towers Crescenr Drive
$uice 1350

Vienna, VA 22182

(703) 691-8813

The World Trade Center

Balimare, MDD 21202
(410) 752-1570

20 Square
Suite 214
Raderille, MD 20850
(301) 424-702¢
Kovin M. Murphy
202)310-5507
Adoisd o #5300
bean@earmmkomey o0

1 am legal counsel for Gail Halpem. Pursuant to your request at the November 2, 2005
Oversight Hearing of the Indian Affairs Committee, listed below are those entities with which Mr.
Jack Abramoff was associated with for tax purposes as an owner, grantor, or trustee to Ms,
Halpern's knowledge. Please note that some of these entities were not active. Also, Ms. Halpem
does not have full knowledpe of the nature of M. Abramoff's association and/or control of some of
these eatities, and therefore this is a list of what Ms, Halpern understands to be eatities with which

Mr. Abramoffhad at least some type of ownership, grantor, or trustee role.

Abramoff Children Trusts/Grodno Fund, LP/Right Turn Lane, Inc,

Abramoff Family Fund, LP

Archives Fine Dining, LLC/Archives and Stacks

Archives, LLC

Capital Athletic Foundation, LLC (CAF)
Cielomar Trust

{Congregation) Bais Avrohom Chaim, Ine.
Continental Fixst Development Corp.
DLAALLC

Eshkol, Inc./Eshko!l Academy
Jinternational Political Management, Inc.
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KayGold, LLC

Lexington, LLC

Livsar Enterprises, LLC/Signatures
Mount Vernon Stadios, Inc.
Potornac River Jet/Ad Co/Lesk, LLC
Sports Suites, LLC

SVIA, LLC/Symphony Global

TJack Abramoff Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust
Curve Baschall / Altoona Curve

Sun Cruz

International Marketing Copsultants
FIR Propertics

J&]J ¥ine Ants

Very truly yours,

b
Kevin M. Murphy

1B003

1170872005 03:04PM
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From: Abramoff, Jack (DC)

Sent: ‘Wednesday, August 09, 2000 3:52 PM
Yo: Ralph Reed

Subject: RE: New Orleans gambling fight

I'11 find out.

————— Original Message-—---

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralphlANNNEG
Sent: Wednesday, August 09, 2000 9:36 AM

Foz ‘jacka®

Subject: FW: New Orleans gambling fight

Looks like Hakris Casino in New Orleans is looking for tax relief and Foster is likely to
favor it. We could stop it. Is this of interest to any of our friends? .

- Original Message—--—-
> From: John Pudner
> Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2000 5:12 PM

o

‘Ta: Ralph Reed
Subject: New Orleans gambling fight

Potential client idea for our anti-gambling friends.

VMYV oY

The Harris Casino in New Orleans, the only land-based casino allowed
in the state by law, is fighting for tax relief, and arguing that it

> will go out of business if it doesn't get it.

> . ) : .

> Governor. Foster will call 2 special Session sometime between ngw angd
> the Spring to., cons:.dez the. measure. N

>

> State law allowing Harns also required ﬂ: pay 3100 mllxon per year
> in state taxéd. Casino claims it needs the tax cut to $50 million cr
> it will go out of business.

>

> T'm sure the Beau Rivage will put money into fighting the tax exempt
> atatus, ‘but. should we make an sffort to set up our own campaign with
> friends?

>

> http: //www.béauxivageresort .com/

>

>

GTG-EQ00021078
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2001 11:43 AM

To: ‘ak

Subject: Re: Thanks from me and Steve and invitation

Wow, that would be great! Thank you so much for everything. 1 am so glad we are working
iogether. Let me know if I can help you cover the cost of the reception. Thanks again.

Jack Abramoff

wwe-~Oviginal Message-----~ ’
From: Itaiia Federici <italia8

To: Jack Abramoff <abramoffl

Sent: Thu Mar 01 12:42:21 2001

Subjeci: Thanks from me and Steve and invitation

Hi Jack:

After I petrieved my coat I ended up sharing a cab with Steve, He really enjoyed meeting
you and was grateful for the strategic advice on BIA and Insular Affairs., You definitely
made ansther friend.

Now, something we didn't get to this morning...

as of yesterday, Julie Finley, Jim Nicholson and I are hosting a very small
party for Gale at Julie’s home, We just got Gale's scheduler to confimm! Gale
i saying yes but we never had a definite from her office until yesterday afternoon.
I called congressisnal CoS yesterda‘ and had a pasitive response from Senato:

Senatorggp Congressman Congressman ~ they will be there. Now I am ’
¢aliing and emailing pecple I want to attend and keeping my fingers crossed! There will
oniy i about 25 people in attendance so it's a great time to meet Gale and actually chat
for z few minutes. It will be very small and relaxed.

[

Can you join us? TIt's March 6 at 6:30pm at AUENTARETIATINENNIT

Bye for mow,
Ttalis

GTG-E000037865
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American International Center

a3
- 88122540
) DATE_3/6/0%
d PAY TO THE . - JENSERSLO—.
§ ORDER OF Century Strategies l${1Q94QQQt0Q
H
One Hundred Thousand Dollars i DOLLARS BEXTT

"

American International lenter

92
t 22U
. .. o “DATE_3/6/0% .
B PAY.TQ THI . ’ : ST
% ’(,)REEZE:-U_FE Century Strategies: .. / 1 $: 50,000.00
3 e | v

Fifty Thousand Dollars

FOR._______Consulting

American International Center

o1
T e

: DATE____ 3[6/01
8 PAYTOTHE $~...~._-
g ORDER-OF Y Century Strategies _ 1% 45,000,000

Fourty Five Thousand Dollars et DOLLARS BERT
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INVOICE
March 14, 2001
Century Strategies
Attn: Eric Criss/Kelley Rogers ’
RE: Lousiana Patch Throughs
Invoice # Al 210313 CS/2001
DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM

Patch Through Telephone Calls
List Rental

TOTAL INVOICE

Confirmation report after project

Please Wire Payment to:
Advantage, Inc.

Account number: (ERITTEING .
L
e

ABA Routing#: i

5,000
40,000

6.75
0.04

33,750.00
1,600.00

© $35,350.00
e 232,39000

5514
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2001 5:07 PM
To: ‘Raiph Reed'

Subject: RE; wire :

We'll have it tomorrow. The originating entity had to transfer to a separate account
before they transferred to the entity which is going to transfer te you. This first
transfer took longer than planned today (they could not get the signature yesterday). BAll
will be fine. AN

Original Message~—~--

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralpheJgmifimmml

Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2001 5:17 PM
Tos Jack Abramoff {(E-mail)
Subject: wire

we don't have the wire yet and we're spending $ at a pretty high burn rate,

GTG-E000023803
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Page !l of |

Subj: FW: LA .
Date: 03/15/2001 5:15:35 PM Central Standard Time
From: abramofij

To:_kvanhooC4N

FYi

—--Original Message-—-

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:raiph@

Sent:  Thursday, March 15, 2001 6:06 PM
To: ‘abramoffj

Subject: LA-

Our people are trying to delay the senate vote until sunday or monday. if
that happens, we'll probably win, if no! it's dicey. the radio is on.

mail

drops tomorrow and starts landing saturday, have two full time organiZers
on the ground. 1000's of calis jarnming Senate switchboard. high bumn rate,
but we're stretching the dollars. this ope s tough but we are slashing
away.

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information, Itis intended onty T . . [
for the use of the person{s) named above. if you-are not the . s . R
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any rewew. .

dissemination, distribution or duplication of this. .. ¥
communication Is strictly prohibited. if you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply emait
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an- B
email to R B .

Headers

Return-Path: <abramofij
Received: from rly-zc02; (1 ly-2c02.
with ESMTP; Thu, 15 Mar 2001 18:15:35 -0500

Recelved: from
with ESMTP; Thu, 15 Mar 2001 18:14:31 -0500
Received: by s with Internet Mait Service (TN - - -

id <GBYK342T>; Thu, 15 Mar 2001 18:14:16 -0500 L.
Message-1D: <A1 DQCQEOQBZDBSMCA56326253F95A047889D31@”
From: abramoffj il R STt
To: kvanhoo! Qs : P T TITITTITTITEE S
Subject FW: LA .
Date: Thu, 15 Mar 2001 18:14:14 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="is0-8859-1"

) L(Sf é}@éwa&*«
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Page 1 0f2

t

Qubi: FW: Louisiana Update )
Diate: 03/19/2001 5:24:49 PM Central Standard Time
From: abramofi

To: _kvanhoo/ @

£Y]

----Original Message--—-

From:  Vasell, Shawn (Dir-DC-Gov}
Sent Monday, March 19, 2001 1:44 PM
Abramoft, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject:  FW: Louisiana Update
Importance: Hngh

----Original Message---- -

frare Eric Chris [maiito:eric -
Senit  Monday, March 19, 2001 1:38 PM

Tao vasells(

{c.  Raiph Ree

Subject:  touisiana Update

Ser. QNN <=5 he will vote with us. We've been counting our 20
possible Senate votes. Many are uncommitted or leanxng "no” {our way).
Many have noresponse. So far, only liberat De says he's R
voting "yes." We'll send him 100 "patch-throughs” from his North LA'Baptist. .~ = - R
district and see what he says tomorrow. Rep. Tony Perking Is tajkingto -~ e
Rep. Troy Hebert, the author of a new House bifl designed to apply the .

higher tax rate to riverboats WITHOUT allowing them fo'go tockside. He's'

asking Hebert to find someone in the Senate to offer an amendment to the

dackside bill tomorrow. The phone banks filled up every voice mail we could

fird over the weekend and they're back on the job today. Phone bzank workers

ieport people saying, "Oh, yes, | got the post card on that today." Senator

Max Malone, a Harrah's opponent and probable dockside opponent (oid me"f

received my call from Jerry Falwell.”

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. if you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by repiy emau
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email {o postmaster = -

Headers
Rexturn-Path: <abramoff .
Received: from rly- zdosp(r 2005, m t I
{+77 _71.27) with ESMTP; Mon, 19 Mar 2001 18:24:48.-0500... "

Received: from mia- srvOZ_(nM“bytlyadOﬁ_

Wednesday, March 21,2001 NN K V anhoof
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Van Hoor & ASSOCIATES
AYHRYN FOWLI Atioeneys and Conwselars al Lo OF COUNSEL
%H:'R}, r;:cm? VHHOOE i LOUIS WELLAN. APLC
FACSIILI

SENOER'S E-MAL. kvenhoo gl

March 20, 2001

FAX COVER SHEET

FAX NUMBER TRANSMITTED TO: oSN .

To: Erick LaRocque

of. Coushatta Tribie of Louisiana

From: Kathryn Fowler Van Hoof

Client/Matter: Wire Transfer
DOCUMENTS NUMBER OF PAGES®
Letter from Jack Abramoff 1

COMMENTS: 5

The infrrmation consained fn shix fiesimile warsayge it nfl it profecivd by ey-client oncdior the atternewseork product
privilege. Ttixinterdded sy foor tha s 2f the sdevidial namiadd shove aind the privifeges are snt seaived by virtue nf thiz huving been
sent by focsimile lf the perwm acteably rceiving s facsntle or any ather reader of the facsimile 1 rot the named reciprent or
the employee o oget respronble to delyser it v ihe ramed reciprant, any wsc, dissemusateon, disiibution, or copying of the

ox strictly probubend i vou have receeved thes et in wreoe. please hately nafify ws by telephone
and resurn the orginat smevusge o ws it the nbove oddress via US Posial Servece,

*NOT COUNTRNG COVER SHERT F YUU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES, PLEASE TELEPHONE US DAMEOUT LY
AT

COUSH-MiscFin-0000396
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BREENBER

AtTaRxtrys AT Lavw

TRRURTG

March 16, 2001

¥athryn Van Hoof, Bsq.
Van Hoof & Associatu

Dear Xathryn,

Thils letter is to confitm our request for an urgent wire trapsfer of 34003000 o Lh? Ar'nqican
International Center in conpection with its public affairs efforts on regional gaming issuss.

Thank you for your attention in this-matter.

bramoff

APPROVED FOR PAYMENT
DA

SIGNATURE\Q%?D_&?‘ .

' {o;.f lsales ,D
Gregaoexe Taavwic, LLP

Fix

ALavTa PHitarrursea Tvsons Cusnea Crtesso Bosyox Procwmx Wisiwcyos Los Angsrrd Dovvex
Sk Pavte Font LaubARBALE Ruca Ravoy West Puw Brack Oxwanos Tattomasser

wii NEw Yorx Wasmmeton. PO

COUSH-MiscFin-0000395
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DATED )”(‘/f /0/ rux”w

Dear Sirs’Madams:

Please accept this letter as authorization to wire funds fromn our account “

at “, LAicadin flod 1 perthe following instmctions.

Lovelin Poncho

For further credit to: %( {iem, //Mﬂ{!rh/r/:&}’"f ZI [

FBO:
For further credit to:
Account #
Pate
Account #

AMOUNT *%q 0. J0

Special Instructions: Aééy,im towr  EE. Dochiide 6;;.‘,4,/;,/4

COUSH-Mis cFin-0000392



135

ORENOINS AWRSONS WY VB TV SNNE 3 35V

~dﬁﬁéﬁﬁv
2”2

0319va3y

CIORGE
0G5 |
([@e)lesseie]]
RUGE|
SR $¥0IHO
SNICD
ADNIHHND

PR

TR M T TAR

TR e

ATWEI §534d "A400 ¥YIID WO
L2%DIL LISO43a

555000.00

$

1269

CENTURY STRATEGIES, LLC

6Lv9

onal Center

American Internati

000 .- ..

DATE__3/16/01 .
. 1] $’.‘100,

Century Srat

PAY TOTHE
ORDER:DF:

eqgips |

-
=X

One hundred Thousand 4

DOULARS B
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Amexican International Center as

SBAZUSAR

PAY TO THE
GRDER OF. Century Strategies

Pifty Thousand dollars.

FOR

B URINACTREN

American International Center 97

PAY TO THE
ORDER OF fentury. Strateqie

FPourty Five Thousand.doallac
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Page! of |

Subj: FW: LA pastors rally on Sunday
Date: 03/16/2001 1:11:18 PM Central Standard Time

From: abmmofl}?
To:  kvanhoof@

FYl

——~Original Message—--

From: Ralph Reed {mailto: ralph@-

Sent:  Friday, March 16, 2001 12:46 PM »

To:  Jack Abramoff (E-mail) L
Subject:. LA pastors rally on Sunday S s

We had a conference call today with 10 major African American pastors
throughout the state. They have agreed to hold a raffy at the state Capitol

in Baton Rouge on Sunday at 4 p.m. against the gambling bills and are busing
in 300-400 people from their churches from around the state, They will call
on the Senate and House to defeat both bills and will say that they will not
provide support from their community to those politicians of either party

who vote for them. This rally will take place one hour before the state

Senate votes on the riverboat bill. .

The information contained in this transmission may contain’ ’ -~ Lo
priviteged angd confidential information. Rtis intended.only : . - eyt Lo
for the use of the person(s) named above. if you are not the - oo e
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, -
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email adminiétralor.directly, please send an
email t

Headers

Return-Path: <abramoffj@ ¢
Received: from  dly-yd04. mx SRR rly- dOdM by air- yd04~
{v77_r1.21) with ESMTP; Fri, 16 Mar 2001 14:11:19-0500
Recelved: from mia-srv02 \gammuy(n's 1 WemmumeMRARNNRN ) by 1y-ydO4 rox QN (v77_r1.35)
with ESMTP; Fri, 16 Mar 2001 14:10:52 1900 )
Received: by mia-srvO2 qimawvith internet Mait Service (EREGG—_——

id <GBYKPQGJ>; Fri, 16 Mar 2001 14:10:31 -0500
Message-ID: <A1D90920982D894CA56326253F95AC47CDC505@—> .
From: abramoffj . e
To: kvanhoof
Subject: FW: LA pastors rally on Sunday
Date: Fri, 16 Mar 2001 14:10:27 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0 !
X-Mailer: Internet Mail Serwce—
Content-Type: text/plain;

charset="iso-8859-1" CoreTm o
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Page 1 of 2
Subj. FW: Louisiana
Date: 03/19/2001 11:50:58 AM Central Standard Time
From: abramoff
To:  kvanhoof U
FYt
~--{iviginal Message-—--

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralph

Monday, March 19, 2001 11:26 AM

ck Aramoff (E-mail)

Louisiana R

s LCUISIANA
> We put together a rally at the capitol yesterday with 20 black pastors,
E cial) and over 200 supporters. The AP reporter and Baton Rouge

ate capitol reporter were there, as well as the big local talk radio
N i

> We're still in danger with three Senators:

> Since we ended up with 16 votes against the casino bill; |osmg these:
E ould put us under water at 13. To combat this we're calling-info’- -+~ -
E tricts of these three senators. We're:also Iookmg for & senator
> to introduce an amendment to the bill that would raise taxes-on'the’

> riverboats without allowing dockside gambling. This would'hdve a tough
> tirne: passing but would help o strip the bark off the idea that ihis bl“
simiply a tax hike on riverboats.

The information contained in this transmission may contain

privileged and confidential information. it is intended only

for the use of the person(s) named above. lf you are not-the

intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,

dissemination, distribution or-duplication of this - . . Co e
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the R

intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email v

and destroy all copies of the ongmal message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an

email to postmaster . S PR .

Headers - - .
Return-Path. <abramoff R ’ .
Recetved: from rly-zb02 ly-ZB02 ol Quum— ]) by axr-zbmn
{v77_r1.21) with ESMTP; Mon, 19 Mar 2061 :
Received: from mia~sw02H (nst.gtlaw.
with ESMTP; Mon, 19 Mar 2001 12:50:41 0500 .. . - _: R I N PN
Received: by mia- SI‘VOQ% with internet Mail Service ~ :

id <GBYKQCPT>; Mon ar 2001 12:50:24 -0500

Message-ID); <A1 DQCS}ZOQBQD894CA56326253F95AC47CDCSA4@~
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s e cmesaayg

Sub} FW: LA
Date: 03/20/2001 5:34:37 PM Central Standard Time

From: abramoffi@ e
To:  kvanhoo!@ N

This is very useful. If you forward, please be very selective and admonish
against further forwarding. | have removed Ralph's name from the "From:"
line below.

—-Original Message----

From:

Sent  Tuesday, March 20, 2001 6:14 PM
To:  Jack Abramoff {E-mail)

Subject. LA

More from LA from a very capable operative:

As a direct resuit of our lobbying effort today, the Louisiana Senate

amended HB2, the dockside gambling bill, to remove the provision allowing
riverboats to convert o barges. If the House concurs with the amendment,
this will effectively eliminate 90% of the "gambling expansion” contained in
the bill. The boats had planned to roughly double their capacity by
converting into land-based casinos on barges that would be much larger than
boats.

Additionally, the amendment raised the taxes on riverboats statewide to
21.5%--up from the curcent 18.5% currently applied. ini its pre-amended
form, the bill raised taxes to 21.5% only on boats in South Louisiana. This . - - .
two-tiered tax rate was part of a master deal worked outbetween the hoats, - e R R
Harrah's Casino, pro-gambling legisfators, teacher unions and-Governor kae ) RS :
Foster. The introduction of the higher taxes rate on boats in North i : -
Louisiana now threatens 1o derail the entire deal and “exptode (he spec:a!
session,” in the words of several senators foday EREE R
The bill now goes fo the House for consideration of the amendments fhigrrs - o
likely that the amendments will be rejected, rorcmg the bill to a

Thuredasy Mareh 97,1001 QUSSR ¥\ - bans
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conference committee tightly controlled by the Governor. Then, both houses
will have to approve the conference report by a two-thirds margin.
Signs that our phone banks were effective began surfacing early in the
debate as the first speaker‘“gave an interesting
speech. a liberal Democrat and close ally of the teacher unions,
was targe T telephone banks after telling our lobbyist that he was
inclined o vote for the bill because it raised taxes on gamblers.

epresents a conservative, predominantly Baptist district on the
Arkansas porder.) In response, we sen a9 "patch»through" calls
in tha iast 24 hours. began his speech by saying (in his country
voice; "You know, I've been doing a lot of thinking overnight.”
To paraphrase he then said the fol!owmg {'ve been thinking that this
bilt is really no.big deal. It only raises teacher salaries by $21 per
weelk. Why, that's not enough money for a man lo take his wife to ‘Catfish
King' on Saturday night. What we really need is a new tax on oil and gas to
bring our teacher pay to the national average.
The reason he had "done much thinking" overnight was the 108 phone calls
from constituents in his district.
Arother liberal Democrat representing a conservative Noith Louisiana
district,“ told legislators that he had heard from a
fot of his constituents and (looking at Republican the
gambling floor leader in the chamber)'they all seem to be Republicans." Of
ceurse we used a Republican voter list to transfer the patch-throughs to
him us well. A Senator with a fong record of support for gambling,

Capitol. It was a theme echoed by other senators throughotit the debate.
"Wheo's really running this state?” This question was asked over and over
throughout the afternoon, with the gambling industry as the implied answer.
One senator spoke of a black Lineoln parked outside of the Capitol by the
rear entrance with a gambling lobbyist inside. "When | looked inside,
realized that fella used to be a sgt.-at-arms here," said.
Everythmg is now up in the air. We'll have to see how skillful the Governor
is at putting this deal back together. In the past, he has been effective.

{4 keep you updated.

The information contained in this transmission may contain
prvvlteged and confidential information.. it is intended only
for he person(s) hamed above. f you are not the
4 6 are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication.Is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email k

‘Headers
Return-Path: <abramoffj@

Received: from rly-zd03 mmmbmemmly iy-2d/03 | “} by ait- deB“

(v77_r1.21) with ESMTP; Tue, 20 Mar 2001 18:34:37 -0500

McPherson ralled against gambling and the gamblers whe had-taken over:the Y

Page2 of 3

Received: from mia-srv02 {SNmmge (ns 1 AN b /iy szB x~(v77 21y

with ESMTP; Tue, 20 Mar 2001 18:34:05 1900
Received: by mia-srv02 qaisadimevith internet Mail Serwce-
id <HKQGQR3Z>; Tue, 20 Mar 2001 18:33:49 -0500

Message-1D: <A109C920982DBQ4CA56326253F95AC47889F48@wdc -SivO | (>

From: abramoffj



141

Subj: conference fight
Date: 03/20/2001 5:44:49 PM Central Standard Time

From:  abramoij@diiN.

Tor  kvanheof@ NS

Ralph just told me that, as we expected, there will be a conference fight

over this. We need to keep pounding away 1o make sure we don't get screwed
at the last minute. He is ouf of money. He has asked to get another $250K
asap, which he betieves will get us through the conference. The wire

process, as you recall, was difficult. If you can work this through

cashiers checks, or whatever you finally used to get it moving, it would be

a big help. Please let me know. Thanks.

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. #t is intended only
for the use of the person{s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy alt copies of the original message.  ~

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmaster@

Headers

Return-Path: <abramotfj Gl i -

Ty

Thuvedow Mok 97 2001 QNN 1 /ot
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[URERE UMNLUILUUE I UD.4 IV UEHU dl QLaiiuaiy ik

From:  abramoff @GN
To.  kvorhoof G

Fhe Hoir

did not accept the Senate bill. They are going {o conference
4 then try to run the bill {with the amendment on barges
tough both chambers. They must do sa before Sunday since the

il thi2 overnor could call another special session to run concurrently

with ine ikegular session, but he probably does not have the votes for that.
They cannot raise taxes in a regular session in an odd year (this according -
to Ralph. So,. we need to wage the war hard through the weekend. Here is.
Ralph's boduet. Please call me as soon as you have had a chance to review
this. We are going o need to move funds tomorrow to make this work.

WSS agE--—-

f
Sent:  Tuesday, March 20, 2001 10:58 PM
woffi@

P LA

the remainder of the special session, is'as follows:

sdio Buy (5.5 frequency) $93,000

=ush calls (approx. 8,000) $45,000

hoX 47 ea) $27.600 .
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Page 2 of 2

Hypotenuse phone calls

{55,000 x .26 x 3) $42,900
Legisiative Counsel $10,000
Coalitions $40,000 <
TOTAL: $258,000

The information contained in this transmission may contain - -
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only ’

for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the

intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,

dissemination, distribution or duplication of this

communication is strictly prohibited. if you are not the

.intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email

and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
emall fo postmaster@

----------- Headers oo

Return-Path: <abramoffj L
viy-xd05 RN, 5 - ir-5 30 1. (-

Received: from rly-xd05
ar 2001 23:03:41 -0500

(v77_r1.21) with ESMTP; T4
ns' olm— (NN 1y ry-xc05 QU v77_r1.21)

Received: from mia-srv02.

with ESMTP; Tue, 20 Mar 2 23:03:12 -0

Received: by mia- swozwwun internet Mail Service —
id <HKQGQTFS>; Tue, ar 2001 23:02:46 -0500 _

Message-1D: <A1DQC9209820894CA56326253F95AC47889FBZ@wdc srv01 ~

From: abramoffj

To: kvanhoof,

Subject: FW: LA

Date: Tue, 20 Mar 2001 23.02:45 -0500

MIME-Version: 1.0

X-Mailer: internet Maif Service GEEEEEENGG_z—G_

Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="{so-8859-1"
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CENTURY STRATEGIES, LLE  12.99 A ..

American International Center

PAY TO THE
ORDER OF.

Century Stratenies

~——I¥o Hundred Thousand pallars

FOR
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Aop ook ~COM.  JOURNRL~ sormsiooliokmcskrrnior. DATE MAR-21-2001 wokeorx TIME 15141 bk P Q1

MODE = MEMORY TRANSMISSION START=MAR~21 15:39 END=MPR-21 15:41
FILE NO.= 135
STN NO. CoM ABBR NO. STATION NAE/TEL.NO. PAGES ~ DURATION
021 ¢ & 17572262775-6718 - 204/804 B0:81° 45"
- . - NN - AORENKANK R
CENTURY STRATEGIES
Atlanta, G.
FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION
TO: Pat Robertson

PAGES {including cover): 4
6441
DATE: March 21, 2001

MESSAGE: Pat, attached is 2 memo and a phone script on a
tiverboat casino bill we are helping the pro-family forces fight in Louisiana.
- Jerry Falwell has done a message to 55,000 households, and we would love
1o have a message from you, You may recall we did this in VA and
defeated the riverboats. Thanks, friend. I appreciate your leadership for our

values so very much.
- Ralph
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Farwarded M je

2t

Subj: FW: LA

Date: 03/2172001 9:20:54 AM Central Standard Time

From:  abramoti@ .
To:  kvanhoof @ QU

They need $. Please let me know asap. Thanks.

——-Original Message——

From: Ralph Reed [maito:ralph@ (UGS
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2001 10:15 AM
To:  Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject LA

toddy we went dark onradio. The radio has been generating hundreds of
calls a day. need to get back up ASAP. conference committee could report
out Foster-backed, House-passed version any time.

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. itis infended oply
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended reciplent, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original--message. :

To reply to our email admlnlstrator d«recﬂy, please send an
email to postmaste

Headers
Return-Path: <abramofi

Received: from riy-yg03 QEEEEINENN (y-yg03. M”"y air-yg05. (AN
{VT7_r1.21) with ESMTP; ar 2001 1

Received: from mia-srv02 ns1g M RN by riy-yg03.mx. G (v77_r1. 21)
with ESMTP; Wed, 21 Mar 41 -
Received: by mia-srv02 h Internet Mail Service (NNIENNNY

id <HKQGQXDS>; Wi ar 2001 10;20:23 -0500
Message-1D: <A 09C9209820894CA56326253F95AC47889FFO@wdc-sN01 —
From: abramofj
To: kvanhoof@i
Subject: FW: LA
Date: Wed, 21 Mar 2001 10:20:18 0500
MIME-Version: 1.0

[ ——

Thursdav. March 22. 2001
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2001 11:29 AM
Tao: Ralph Reed

Subject: RE: VICTORY

You are the greatestt!!

Ralph Reed [mailto:ralphoNNNNGENEGGEGN

: Thursday, March 22, 2001 11:45 AM
dack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject: VICTORY

Jmportance: High

We Lave won. The barges are dead and the N. Louisiana boats have had their taxes .
increased. The final vote on the conference committee report was 33-5 in the Senate and -
88-17 in the House. Special session has adjourned sine die,

R -

GTG-E000023859
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Pagel of t

Subj: FW: VICTORY
Urite: 03/22/2001 12:14:62 PM Central Standard Time
From:  abramofij
To. kvanhoo
»»»»» Original Message--—
From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralph
Sent  Thursday, March 22, 2001 11:45 AM
Ta:  Jack Abramoff (E-mail)
Subject:  VICTORY
Importance: High

ve won, The barges are dead and the N. Louisiana boats have had their

ncreased. The final vote on the conference committee report was 33-5

Senate and 88-12 in the House. Special session has adjourned sine
>
The information contained in this transmission may contain L
privileged and confidential information. 1tis intended dnly ,
for the use of the person(s) named above. if youare ot the.” = .7 . 1. < .
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any feview, . © - . ’ <
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this - - ‘ i
sommunication is strictly prohibited. if you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email- .
and destroy all copies of the original message. . . ot
Yo reply to our email administrator directly, please send an N
email to postmaster

Headers

Retumn-Path: <abramoflj Y.
Received: from rly- zb04 girly-zb04; Wy air-zb03. “
(V77 _r1.21) with ESMTP; hu 22 Mar 2001 13:14:52 -050
Received: frorr\ mia-sv02 D (ns1.gllaw.com y ry-zb04, SR

with ESMTP; Thu, 22 Mar 2001 13:14:24 -0500
Received: by mia- srvOZ_wlth Internet Mail Service —
id <HMP1ACM2>; Thu, 22 Mar 2001 13:14:02 -0500
Message-iD: <A1D3C9209B2DB94CAS6326253F 95AC47CDCOAD@wde-srv01 —

From: abramoffi QN
To: kvanhoof%
Subject: FW: VIC
Date: Thu, 22 Mar 2001 13:14:01 -0500 . . .
Importance: high ’ et LR RO
X-Priority: 1 '
MIME-Version: 1.0
X-Mailer: Internet Mail Service (5.5.2653.19)
Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="iso-8859-1"
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Page | of

Subj: CREA
Date; 03/22/2001 6:15:06 PM Central Standard Time

From:  abramofiy
|To.  kvanhoo

1 met with the Interior guys today and they were ecstatic that the tribe was

going to help. {f you can get me a check via federal made out to "Council

for Republican Environmental Advocacy” for $50K that would be greal. This '
Is really going to help. We'll chat tomorrow.

The information contained in this transmission may conlain

_privileged and confidential information. it is intended only
for the use of the person{s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. if you-are not the
Intended recipiont, please contact the sender by repty emait
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our-email administrator directly, please send an
email to posimaster@NEN

Head
Return-Path: <abramoff

Received: from ﬂy-xam MW by air-xa04 SN
(V77_r1.21) with ESMTP; Thu, 22 Mar 2001 19:15:06
Recaived: from mia-siv02 {ns | QIR by iy->205. QRN 77_r1.21)
with ESMTP; Thu, 22 Mar 2001 19:15:02 -0500
Received: by miaawozmm internet Mail Service (NMNINNY .
id <HMP1AJRS>; Thu ar 2001 19:14:46 -0500

Message-iD: <A1D9CH200B2DB94CAS6326253F95AC4788A0BE @wde-sivi S
From: abramol
To; kvanhoo!
Subject CREA
Dale: Thu, 22 Mar 2001 19:14:43 -0500
)ﬁ(MMg-Vers'otL 1.0

-Malier; Internet Mail Service “
Content-Type: text/plain;

. charset="I50-8B859-1"

Monday, March 26,2001 America Online; K Vanhoof

cousH—MlscKVH-WQﬂ"
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MEMORANDUM

Date: March 27, 2001 ,
To: o ) “
From: Ralph Reed ' A )

The following plan outlines the strategy for stopping HB 514 in the Texas House of -
Representatives. The bill has been reported out of the Criminal Jurisprudence committee
and currently rests in the Calendars Committee where there will be a vote on whether or
not to send it to the full house. Century Strategies recommends the following plan to
immediately target the members of the Calendars Committee and prevent HB 514 from
getting to the floor for a vote. Based on our winning battles against similar bills in
Alabama and Louisiana, we believe this program will be highly effective.

- Telemarketing -

Patch-Through, Tape Recorded Message and Call to Action Phone Calls. All eleven
members of the Calendars Committee will receive phone calls from their constituents.
The message of these patch-through calls will be tailored based on the position taken by
- each individual member. Additional calls containing tape-recorded messages and live
voices with a call to action will be made to mobilize conservative activists. All key
committee members will be asked to stop the expansion of legalized gambling in Texas.

Targeted Mail .

Using social conservative mailing lists and Texas voter files, the House districts of "
targeted representatives will be mailed a 6x11 Postcard asking-them to call and/or write
their representative to request that they not send HB 514 to the House floor,}

Lerislative Counsel & Local Management Lz

The Century Strategies plan calls for collecting up to the minute intelligence in the Téxas'
Legislature, getting accurate head counts on the Calendars Committee and quickly and
effectively mobilizing social conservative forces on the ground in Texas. All of this is
required in order to effectively target and deliver the correct message to key legislators.

In order to manage this effort locally, leglslatlve counse} and grassroots management will
be required. S

Rallies & Petitions

Supporters will be identified and encouragcd to attend a rally on the steps of the Texas
State Capitol in Austin. The rally will in"tutn launch a petition drive encouraging all
officials to stop the expaﬁsxon of gambling in Texas. Hundreds of signatures will be
collected and delivered to legislators. Pastors of local churches will be encouraged to
speak at the rally and encourage people to attend.

- Page One - ‘ - 15054
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Budgpet
Item Rate -] Estimated Cost’
Legislative Counsel & | $10,000 ~ $10,000
Local Management . ) ' e
Rallies & Petition 300-500 Petson Rally on $5,000
: the steps of the Texas State
Capitol-Transportation,
collateral material, etc.”
List Rental for 150,000 @ $0.10 $15,000
" | Telemarketing & Mail
Targeted Mail 75,000 @ .50 $37,500
Telemarketing Approximately 50-75,000 - $50,000
' Patch-Through, Recorded
Message & Call to Action
Century Strategies $25,000 ' 325,000
Management Fee
Total Budget $142,500
Targets

Initially, all members of the Calendars Committee will be targeted. As we are able to
discern which members of the committee are opponents or supporters of the bill,

targeting will be refined to focus on those members who need extra attention. The

members of the Calendars Committee are Representatives:

Barry Telford (Chair) -
Paul John Hilbert (Vice-Chair)
[Mr.} Kim Brimer

Debra Danburg

Harold Dutton

Brian McCall

Paul Sadler

Jim Solis

Senfronia Thompson
Sylvester Tumer

Gary Walker

- Page Two -

5052
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Page 1of2

Subf: FW: TX

Date: 03/28/2001 1:49:18 PM Central Standard Time
tEeom: abramoff @Y.
{To: kvanhoof/GS

--Original Message----- S
From Raiph Reed [mailto:ralphi
“Bent: Wednesday, March 28, 2001 2:44 PM
To >
qub)ect RE: TX

it could happen fomorrow. let them know that. and they're getting no
infiux of beavy calls.

-~Original Message--—-

From:  Ralph Reed [mailto:ralph

Sent:  Wednesday, March 28, 2001 2:38 PM
To.  Jack Abramoff (E-mait)

Subject: TX

He re is the latest from TX.. Calendars Commntee could vote on this as early
s tomorrow. We need to turn on the phones in TX now.

The next scheduled meeting is March 29 (no time listed) Théy gould~ =
conceivably vote on the 28th to move this bill o the floor. huck Anderson o

smotion to keep HB 514 in committee and not report to the full hause. I'm

working some other angles to find out if they're going to vote on Thursday.

But if we can get budget approval we MIGHT be able fo rifle some patch

through calls into the committee on Thursday. - -

Representative Brimer moved that the following measures not be placed on the

calendar at this time: HB00002, HB16, HB103, HB223, HB230, HB234, HB236,

HB247, HB2565, HB299, HB310, HB318, HB323, HB334, HB377, HB423, HB432, HB462,
HB475, HB476, HB479, HB514, HB533, HB596, HB598, HB606, HB613; HB642, HB651,
HB674, HB678, HB694, HB706, HB772, HB884, HB88Y, HB891, HBA20, HBOYS5,

HB1033, HB1051, HB1059, HB1103, HB1104, HB1105, HB1108, HB1115, HB1118,
HB1245, HB1254, HB1267. The motion pravailed by the following record vote:

Ayes: Representahves Telford; Brimer, McCall, Solis, Jxm Tumer

Sylvester; Walker (6). Nays: None (0).

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information, it is intended only ..
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intefided recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this - . . .
comrmunication is strictly prohibited, if you are not the . L
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply emasl B T L
and destroy all coples of the original message. :

To reply to our email admiiiitrator directly, please send an i L A is i toe

email to postmaster:

Wednesday, March 28,2001 SN v 2nhoof




153

Texas Gambling Legislation

Background & Summary

Senate Bill

The Indian Casino gambling bill (HB 514) was amended and passed the state House on
Wed. 4-25 and is on the way to the Senate. The senate companion bill, S 253, has been
favorably reported out of the Criminal Jurisprudence Committee. The loss in the
Democrat controlled House, while not a complete surprise, came more quickly than
anticipated. Our prospects are better in the Senate, where Republicans have a 16-15
advantage. In order for either bill to getto the floor of the senate for a full vote it must
get a 2/3 vote, or 21 of 31 possible votes. Since one Republican and seven Democrats are
"sponsoring S 253, there are 15 possible Republicans to oppose the bill and 8 possxble
Democrats. We need 11 of those 23 votes.

The Lieutenant Govemor has historically opposed gambhng legislation and word in the
capitol is that he is opposcd to Indian gambling casinos. The key question is: will he use
his exceptional power in the Senate to stop the casino bills?

A House-Senate conference committee is meefing right now in an effort to add back
language authorizing dockside barges. If the Louisiana pm—fam:ly forces, succeed, it will
either sink the riverboat gambling bill or transform it into a tax increase on the riverboats,
which would be a major victory.

What’s Being Done To Stop The Indian Casino Bills

A rally of pastors and their congregations will be held. In addition, the Christian
Coalition will send approximately 60,000 pieces of mail to members across state and
possibly run radio ads statewide.

A taped message from Dr. Robertson would be very helpful in generating thousands of
calls to the Capitol switchboard at a critical time.

5049
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Texas Gambling Legislation

Summary

Senate Bill

The Indian Casino gambling bill (HB 514) was amended and passed the state House on -
Wed. 4-25 and is on the way to the Senate. The senate companion bill, S 253, has been
favorably reported out of the Criminal Jurisprudence Committee. The loss in the
Democrat controlled House, while not a complete surprise, came more quickly than
ahticipated. Qur prospects are better in the Senate, where Republicans bave a 16-15
advantage. But several lobbyists have told us that the odds are against us. In order for
either bill to get to the senate floor for a full vote, it nmst get a 2/3 vote, or 21 of 31
possible votes. Since one Republican and seven Democrats are sponsoring S 253, there
are 15 possible Republicans to oppose the bill and 8 possible Democrats, We need 11 of
those 23 votes. An initial head count has been difficult to obtain due to the fact that most
senators refuse to take a position. Preliminary indications are that we do not have the
votes to prevent the bill from getting to the floor for a final vote (we likely need 3-4
more). We are currently working to retain a more accurate count. Eric Criss, Century
Strategies VP, is flying to Texas on Monday morning to meet with the staff of the
governor and attorney general, as well as the Christian Coalition Executive Director and
Director of Public Policy for the Baptist State Convention of Texas.

The Lieutenant Governor has historically opposed gambling legislation and word in the
capitol is that he is opposed fo Indian gambling casinos. The key question is: will he use
his exceptional power in the Senate to stop the casino bills? It seems possible that he
may do so considering he is involved in a three-way GOP primary in the Lieutenant
Govemor Race. Ralph presently has a call into the Lieutenant Governor’s office.

What’s Being Deone To Stop The Indian Casino Bills

100,000 Pieces of “Call-To-Action” Mail to Social Conservatives
Statewide Radio Buy . )

Patch-Through Phone Calls Directly to Senate Offices

Tape Recorded Phone Messages from High Profile Conservatives
Professional Representation in the Capitol

“On-Site” Management by Century Strategies Staff

Social Conservative Rally at the Capitol (time permitting)

o & o & ® * s

5050
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“Rolling The Dice With Texas Families” 60 Seconds
{Mother: female voice over sounds of a playground}

Mother: May I share some urgent news with you? As I speak, the gambling
lobbyists in Austin are trying to legalize casinos in Texas and they’ve
nearly convinced the legislature to roll the dice with Texas families. One
gambling bill has already passed the Texas House

Now it’s up to the Senate to decide whether or not they'll sell out Texas
and cave in to the gambling lobbyists. Legalized gambling in Texas would
have devastating affects on our children and communities. Where
gambling casinos go, violent crime, addiction and prostitution are soon to
follow. Texas deserves better-——our children deserve better.

Please call your state senator today at xxx-xxx-xxxx and tell them to fight
_against gambling casinos in Texas. Again the phone number is xxx-xxx-
xxxx. Pleas¢ call your state senator today. Tell them to oppose Senate bill
253 and all Indian Gambling Casinos.

"{Mother over the sound of coins}
Mother: Tell ‘em: Texas is not for sale.
Announcer: Paid for by Christian Coalition of Texas.

5054
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Texas Senate Telephone Script

Hetllo (MR/MS) . This is (agent name} and I'm ca“ing on behalf of
Citizens Against Gambling Expansion. We have an emergency in the Texas
Legislature. | am not calling to ask for money.

Gambling lobbyists and some politicians in the Texas Legislature are trying to
legalize Gambling Casinos. In fact, one bill has already passed the House. A
great debate is raging in the senate even as we speak. Would you be willing to
help us fight the expansion of gambling in Texas by asking your state senator to
oppose all gambling casino bills currently under consideration in the senate?

{If yes) That's great! Would you mind if | transfer you, at no cost to you
whatsoever, to your Texas State Senator in Austin so that you can tell them that
you oppose Senate Bill 253 and all efforts to expand gambling in Texas?

Great! Please hold while I transfer you to the office of Senator in
Austin.

5055
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Texas Telephone Script

Hello this is (Your Name) calling on behalf of the Texas Christian
Coalition to ask if you can help us stop an effort in our legislature to
legalize casino gambling in Texas. Out of State gambling interests want to
expand gambling by legalizing casinos on Indian Reservations. House Bill
514 has passed the Criminal Jurisprudence Committee and could be voted

on soon in the Texas House unless you can help us to stop it.

May1 connect you to Representative 50 you can urge him/her
to Vote Agamst House Bill 5142 Tell him/her that a vote for House Bill

-514'is vote for casino gambling and against Texas families and
communities.

(IF YES): While I'm connecting you would you like to give me you email
address so the Christian Coalition of Texas can keep you updated on thJs
issue and other important votes?

Please hold and I'll connect you now so you can state your oppcsmon to
House Bill 514. Thank you.

5056
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Texas Telephone Script

Hello this is (Your Name) calling on behalf of the Committee Against
Gambling Expansion to ask if you can help us stop a Las Vegas style
casino from opening in our community. The gambling lobby, one of the
most powerful special interests in America, plans to open an illegal full-
scale casino in Livingston on the Alabama-Coushatta Indian reservation.

Governor Rick Perry has a strong record of opposing gambling and
standing up for Texas families. MayI connect you to Governor Perry’s
office s0 you can urge him to step the illegal casino in Livingston?
Please thank him for his work on behalf of our Texas families and

communities and urge him to STOP the illegal Indian Casino in
Livingston.

(IF YES): Thank you. Please hold and I'll connect you now so you can

state your opposition to the Alabama Goushatta gambling casino and ask
Govemor Perry to close it down.

5057
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Page 1 of |

S FW: TX

Ciate: 03/30/2001 9:11:14 AM Central Dayught Time
From: abramoff@)y

To: _kvanh

3 1]

-—Orlginal Message—~—

From: Raiph Reed [mailto:ralph@Qmn

Sent  Friday, March 30, 2001.8:37 AM

To.  Jack Abramoff (E-mall) -
Sufject TX

the calendars commitiee did not vote to report the biil yesterday they

meet again next tuesday. in the meantime, we are laying in

patch-through calls into the committee and dropping a mail piece to 100,000
hh statewide that will land tomorrow. should light up the switchboard, CC
is alsa doing a statewide email and biastfax alart to all its chapters.

will keep you posted.

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. itis intended only

for the use of the person(s) named above. if you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby nolified that any review,
dissermination, distribution or duplication-of this -

communication is strictly prohibited. if you are notthe.” .. . -
intended recipient, please contact the sender by repty emall .
and destroy all coples of the original message. o

To reply to our emaﬂ administrator directly, please’ send gn
emall to postmaster@ QNN i

A

R h Heacfi)er@fﬁ
etum-Path: <abramof
Received: from rly-yg03 «usmmmiii (rly- Wby air-yg05 AumN—
{v77_r1.38) with ESMTP; Fd, 30Mar2001 09:11:13 -0500
Received: from mia-sWZHW) by riy-ygO3. QRGN 77_r1.36)
with ESMTP; Fri, 30 Mar 2001 08:10;
Recelved: by mca—swozwm Internet Mail Service (SNSRI

id <HTVABWCF>; Fri, 1 09:10:21 -0600
Message-ID: <MDQCQZOSBZDBQACMB326253F95AC47000A77@wd¢>srv01‘
From: abramof UM
To: kvanhoo! GHNNER
Subject: FW: TX
a?rt:EFri 30 Mar 2001 09:09:55 -0500

Varsion: 1.0

X-Mailer: internet Mait Service —
Content-Type: textplain;

charset="is0-8859-1"

Tuesday, April 03,2001  (EEESNNMNY. KVaboof .
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Page 1 ot2

Subj FW: TX update
Date:  03/31/2001 11:23:17 PM Gentral Daylight Time

From:  abramoflOuNNus
To: _kvanhoofOUNNENA

Hi Kalhy. Please review the legislation they note below and letme know xf
thisis somethtng you guys care about. Thanks.

—-Original Message—-——-

From:. Ralph Reed [mailto:ralph
Sent  Friday, March 30, 2001 6:41 PM
To:  Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject: TX update

from a TX operative:

There was no movement on our bili today dus to the fact that the legislators
went home for the weekend. We did make approximately 1,000 calls into.the
Calendars Committes today with many, many more to follow on Monday and
Tuesday (they'll be meeting again on Tuesday).- Ourpostcard will drop in

the mall tomorrow and land on Monday-first class pre-sott In most cases.

My contact in the Attorney General's office just told me about a bili that

we may want to track: HB 2479. It would codify certain rules relating to -

video poker, Grant Sparks and Bob Kelly, who work in the illegal gambling
area with the AG, both consider if a "pro-gambling" bill, You can use the

link below to check out the bill-it reads innocently enough, but then they
always do. The bill Is scheduled for a Hearing in-the Licensing and
Administrative Procedures Committee on Tuesday. Ohe iri o
Representatives Debra Danburg and Kim Brimer are.the bllls co-sponsors-and. % .
also happen to be on the Calendars Committee whero HB 514 ls wamng for - \
approval to go to the floor. L Y

(

'

Texas Legislature Online - Bill History 77(r) HB 2479
<http:/www.capitol.state.tx. us/cgl-birvdb2wwwlﬁo/biilhistlbmmstd2wlrep
ort?LEGw&SESS=R&CHAMBER‘H&BlLLT)/PE-B&B!LL$UFF$;(D479> 3

The Information contained in this fransmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. it is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. if you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. if you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all coples of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please sendan
email to postmaster

- Headers
Return-Path <abramoffj

Cum— ,
Received: from rly-yh0d. mxd-(r!v-vhmw by siryh0S. ~ '

Tuesday, April 03, zo'm _mnhoof L
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_sponse Unlimited - Brokerage i Confirmation No. 47617
vttt Date: 31601 Brokered
N Status: Cancelled Rental
TR, - E— -
. As Of:  3/18/01
fer: 387 Century Strategies Client P.O.: | VERBAL
Ofter: Telemarketing VendiJob #:
Anti-Gambling Wanted By: | 3/16/01
Client: 780 Mail Date: | 3/17/01
Contact: .| Scott Fairclott . Ext: Scott Fair
Ship Via: E-mail
Aftn To: Eric Cress Third Party
Fax: Way Bill # . B
Shig To: Email Mark As : LIST, MAILER, QTY, PO#
ACHI—— -
Atin To: DATA (SEE BELOW) MEDIA OWNER: Upin pon compleion of ::;: fmmnm:t‘? etz -
. . Fax: wlm&mmﬂrmllmemmwudmrmplﬁ -
. N L ) paym«nmmmmsmw-n oty a3 an agent for the owner and
List: 1098 Conservative and C| Datak Wm“‘ :z:w from the mailer, mumwmpmyuuw
Segment: ~ | LOUISIANA WITH PHONES ) o g o e o e
used ngain withou! written consent Jrom the Iis:“::na,
Orders: Test Universe: oot mﬁmﬁ&:m .‘1&":,"7.:;.,“"' "
mait/fax we will assume the order is Coreact as writlen 3
Keyisk H
Matertat: E-Mail i
antity: 52,905 . Nth Cross Section - v
ice : Js75.00: M
$25.00 {M Phones
'1$50.00 {F Email
-1$5.00 IM_State Select
Omits: )
Canceliation,

could not get the order out in tlme 3/16101 (s.£, )
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45770 ¢ 2000
45662 § 38.37

{Response UnLimited - Management | Tnvoice Neo. 47601
SRR Invoice Dated: 3901
b oo —eeeerd Client P10, No.: VERBAL
JENR P GREEENY
o Vendosldob #:
Mail Date: nsm
Due Date: 4114101
Status: Active
Bilt Te: Erie Criss AsOf:
780 Millenium Marketing Salespersan No. 1 Philip Zodhiates
Manayed
-— ”
R Rental
Mailer: 3% Century Strategies
Offer: Anﬁ»ﬁamhliqg -
“List: 23 Conservative/Evangelical Political Alliance Donors
Segument: | LDUISIANA WITH PRONES
Keys:
. Ordered: 31,553
Shipped: 31,553 Shipped Date: kHEI
Deducts: 8 Vias  Email .
Adj Gross: 31,553 i
Mailed Qty: i :
Bill Quantity Price Extension
31,583 $45.00 M $1.419.89
31553 . Phones 42000 [M 463106
31,553 Telemarkéting Surcharge $3500 |M $1,108.36 -
31563 StateSelect - $5.06° 1M $152.77
1 Email 5000 }F . $80.00
1 Zu_dE‘!nail $50.00 |F $50.00
2nd email charge omitted on first invoice by mistake, . Shipping Charge
This invoice paid with credits from the following invpices:
B . . Invoite _Amm_ml $3,413.07
45780 $2,783.08 " CashiAdjustments $3,363.07
45794 § 52062 .
Batance Due =

$50.00

4256 -

Terme: Net.
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{Response UnLimited - Management i inveice Neo. 47601
tnvoice Dated: 318101
Llient P.O. No.: VERBAL
Fox QMM
VendorfJob #:
Mail Date: kitldiild
Due Date: 414[61
Status : Active
Bifl To: Eric Criss " AsOf:
730 Millenium Marketing . Salespersen No. 1 Philip Zodhiates
Managed
Renfal
Mailer: 387 Century Strategies
Offer: Anti-Gambting
List: 12 Conservative/Evangelical Political Alliance Danors
Segment: LOUISIANA WITH PHONES
Keys:
Ordered: 31,553
Shipped: 31583 Shipped Date:  3/1401
Deducts: 1 Vizz  E-mail
Rdj Gross: 31,583
Mailed Qty: o
- Bilf Quantity Price _ Extension
31,553 $4500 IM $1,415.89
f
3EEI Phones - $2800 IM $631.05
31,853 Telemarketing Surcharge $3500 M $1,104.36
31,583 State Select - 4500 |IM $152.717
1,  Email . $5000 [F $50.00
1 2nd Enail ) : $50.80 IF $50.00
2nd email charge omitted on first inveice by mistake. - ' . Shipping Charge
This involce paid with credits from the following invoices:
o L . Invpice Amount $3.413.07
45780 4278306 | ) CashiAdjustments $3,363.07
45794 § 52082
45770 ¢ 2008 Balance Due 45000
45662 § 3337

4257
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, VAN HOOF &Assoam :
KATHRYN FOWLER VAN HOOF ' Attorsicys and Cosnselors at OF COUNSEL
JOHN 3 ZACHARY LOUIS WELLAN, APLG

L veygreem——
TELEPHONE (S
FacsiviLe QNG
SENDER'S E-MALL: kvanhoof@ (NI

March 28, 2001

FAX COVER SHEET

FAX NUMBER TRANSMITTED TO: (SN

To: Erick LaRocque

of. Coushatta Tribe of Louisi

From: Kathryn Fowler Van Hoof

Client/Matter: Check request for CREA poll on behalf of Secretary of Interior

CONFIDENTIAL

Attached is an email from Jack Abramoff with the firm of Greenberg Trautig, recently retained by
the Tribe for assistance with povernmental affais. Coushatta and Mississippi Band of Choctaw have
agreed to each pay % the cost of 3 poll conducted by the Council for Republican Environental
Advocacy, which is being conducted on behalf of Gayle Norton, Secretary of Interior,

Please immediately prepare a check made payable to the Council for Republican Environmental
Advocacy in the amount of $50,000.00 and forward to my office by Federal Bxpress. I will then
Fed-X the check to Mr. Abtamoff. ’ )

Cc: Chairman Lovelin Poncho
Approved;

Chaisman Lovefin Poncho
Date: 3/28/01

The information contained in this facsimile message ts information protected by atiorney-cliont andfor the attorney'work product
privilege. [1is intended only for the use of the individual named above and the privileges are not waived by virtue of this having been
3sent by facsimile. Jf the prrson actually receiving this facsimile or any other reader of the facsimile is not the named vecipient or,
the employee or agent responsible to deliver it ko the named recipient, any wse, dissemination, distribution, or copying of the

ion is stricly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediasely notify us by telephone
ond return the original message 10 us at the above address via U.S. Postal Service.

COUSH MiscKVH-0001170
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ar-29. 2001 4232 No- 1143 P. |
esponse UnLimited - Managéement ]  Proforma invoice Na. 47725
T Involcs Dated: 3129401
oy . Chent PO, Kol VERBAL
Mail Duta: 4211
- . ) Due Data: 329101
BiliTo: 780 Millenlom Markating Statun: Actlvs
. AsDf:
h Philip Zodhiatas
Attastlom Eric Crlss . Wanaged
e Rentat
Malir: 3| Caouy Steatagies SR L.
Offer: AnthGambiing K
’ Antk-Gambling
List 3 Christhan Coalition of Taxxs
Sagmant: SCF'$ 781, 793,770, 785, 758, 750,772
“Ordarud: 38,145 Keys:
E - Vi Ewail
Deducts:
“Ad] Grosm - - -
BIti Guentity Priea Extanslan
88,145 ) ' $85.00° | M 4537733
4 Emall ~ 5000 [F .350.00
8828 Phonns . . . $2080 M $176.58
8,828 “Talsmarkaiing Surcharge $30.00 M $264,84
- Shipping Charge
o Invelos Amaunt 48,360.73
. CashiAdjuatmants :
Belancs Dus © 48,388.73
29
Ceeoit oF 41310,
Pesse EAK CHEcx #
L 5 “Toth, Cuéce DvE” 50 58, HL{
AP - ;
L 8edT] ‘ ; 4240

- T w: D W e, - ” -
o “Plwsre coban (I3 copy Witk purmant.
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7 Response UnLimited - Management 1 Invoice No. 47725
m {nvoice Dated: 42100
% Chient P.0. No.: VERBAL
T —— ==
VendorjJob #:
Mail Date: 442101 i
Pue Date: &i2101
. Status: Revised
Bl Te: Eric Eriss ST mo . ot - ]
780 Millenium Marketing - L Salesperson No. 1 Philip Zodhiates
S ’ Manage :
Maraged
S Reotal
WMailer: 387 Century Strategies : o ;
Cffer: Anti-Gambling . ‘ H ' . _ -
s W Christian Coalition of Texas ‘
Segment: L SCF'S 761,793,770, 785, 758, 750,772
Keys: B
Srdered: 69,145 . ) -
Shipped: 69,145 Shipped Date: 3f30/01
Beducts 8 Via  Emall A v N
Rdi Ginss: 69,145 . oS o7
v
“ﬂi‘IM! (342 o g X !
B Buantity ) e Extension
63,145 $5,8771.33
1 Email $50.00 {F " 45000
. 1 Znd Email . $5000 |.F $50.00
8,828 Phones . 32000 | M $176.56
8828 Telemarketing Surcharge T - ) 1y $264.94
63,145 SCFSelect - TS0 gm0 - T sEiess
$1,310.28 applied from inveice #47638, EPE Shipping Charge :
L - © 7 taveice Amount . 3693732 .
CashiAdjustments 45,368.73 .

Balance Due $568.59

N TEMEC WA 3G ays rSE et
WO ATURITIUN BOTOPLEY WMINOMR j I IPIreVa. SONmRTr B

nRany Ml dvore
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Response UnLimited - Management | Inveice No. 47725
Inveoice Dated: 42101
m Client P0. No.: VERBAL
. MRNR Fox d—
VendorlJob #:
Mail Date : 4201
Due Date: s2)01
Status: Revised
Bill To: * Eric Criss AsOf: 33001
780 Millenium Marketing Salespersan Na. 1 Philip Zodhiates
e —— Managed
S Rental
Mailer: 387 Century Strategies
Offer: Anti-Gambling
tist: s Christian Coalition of Texas .
Segment: SCF'S 761,793, 770, 785, 758, 750,772
Keys:
Ordered: 69,145
Shipped: 69,145 Shipped Data: 330101
Deducts: ] Via:  Emait
Adj Gross: 69,145
*Mailed Oty: 14
¥ Rilt Quantity’ Price . Extension
64,145 $85.00 M T 8587733
1 Email | $5000 [F $50.00
1 2nd Email $50.00 IF $50.80
§,828 Phones 52000 M $176.56
8,828  Telemarketing Surcharge $3000 M $254.54
£8,145 SCFSelest $150 IM . $518.59
$1,310.29 applied fros invoice #47638, Shipuing(ﬁha’me
. Invaice Amount 4593732
" CashiAtjustments $6,368.73
Balance Due $568.59

TG Y 50 BAVE Fam 42

Mo fustments ST pitiout paor appeaval, Compuatsr
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[Response UnLimited - Management | Invoice No. - 47725
RN fnveice Dated: 428
_cnmesieeniinsBRRNNNS Client P.0. No: VERBAL
NN i< We—
5 Vendor/Joh 4
Mail Date : 4201
Due Date: 512101
Statys : ‘Revised
B Yo Eric Criss AsDf: 33001
T80 Milleniem Marketing : Salespersan No. 1 Philip Zodhiates
Ma}\_aged

L — = s

Maiter: 387 Century Strategies
Offer: Anti-Gambling
List: o Christian Coalition of Texas
Segment: SCF'S 751,793,779, 785, 756, 758,772
Keys:
Ordesed: . | 63,145 -
Shipped: §3,145 Shipped Date: 330101
Deducts: o Vi Eanil
Adj Gross: §3,145
Wailed Oty: LN
Bill Qnantity : \ < Priee Extension
£9,145 $85.00 | M $6,877.33
1 Emait ©o.. 85000 JF $50.00
‘ 1 2ad Email 45088 JF $50.00
3,528 Phones - $2000 M $178.56
8828 Telemarketing Surcharge $3000 1M . $264.84.
§3,148 SCF Select ) $750 M 451859
$1,310.29 apyplied from invoice #47838. ) Shipping Charge
. invgice Amonnt . . $6.93732
CashiAdjustments $6,368.73
Balance Due - : $568.58
4245

No ¢ spproval. Computer : Plowse return (1) copy
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Page 1 of 2

FW: HELP §TOP CASING GAMBLING
04/02/2001 11:36:25 PM Central Daylight Time

|from:  abramof T
thr kvanhoofQUR . -

Our friends in action.

-Original Message----- .
From.  texasco@(NNENGNNNER [mailto:texascc@ UG |
Sent:  Monday, April 02, 2001 4:12 PM
Yoo YXCC UPDATE
Subject  HELP STOP CASINO GAMBLING

TEXAS CHRISTIAN COALITION APRIL 2, 2001
TEXAS UPDATE Circulate Until 4/13/01

Her STOP CASINO GAMBLING

House Bill 514, introduced by Representative Juan Hinojosa {D-McAllen)
in & Yexas House, would allow gambling casinos to operate legally on
indlian reservations. Representative Hinojosa's legisiation-would- .
provide a legal defense for Indian tribes, many of whom exist on .
federat iand as soveriegn nations, to operate gamblmg ‘casinos that are
illegat under Texas law.

Proponents of this legislation claim that illegal gambling casinos } -
provide needed economic support for indian tribes riddled with poverly,
However, it is important that concerned Christians look at the deeply
personal suffering that legalized gambling often brings: high ratesof .. |
divorce, unemployment, bankruptcy, gambling addictions, and criminal
activity. Casino gambling itself can cause the very problems Indian

tribes wish to overcome.

H is also very important that gambling interests not be allowed a
{egisiative victory in our state. For the gambling lobby to-gain a
foothold in Texas could be disastrous, as it could lead to the eventual
legalization of all forms of gambling. Ample evidence has demonstrated
that any economic benefits derived from legal gambling are vastly
outweighed by its destructive consequences on families and society.

it is important that we oppose HB 514, and help stop casino gambling
before it starts.

ACTION NEEDED

1. Call your State Representative and urge hlmlher tb tspposs H&fmm 3
all forms of legalized gambling. . . | ]

The number for the Capitol swﬂchboard in Ausm isi{54 2) 4634630\
You can be connected with your State Representative from there. -

If you are unsure who your State Representative s, then click here:

hitp:/iwww.capitol. state tx.us/fyi/address.htm - - IO
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Pagel of 2

Subj: FW: TX
Date: 04/02/2001 11:55:24 PM Central Daylight Time

From:  abramoffjCuismmume
To: KvanhoofCNNNNEA

---—Qriginal Message—~-

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralph@
Sent:  Monday, Aprif 02, 2001 8:37 PM

To: Jack Abramoff (E-maif)

Subject: TX

from a TX operative:

As we discussed, | am moving forward with the following:

1. Visiting with the staff of Rep. Talmadge Héﬂin to see where Rep.
Heflin is on the HB 514,

2. Meeting with Christian Coalition, TX Family Policy Councxl Eagle Forum
to make sure that HB 514 has the total focus of the conseérvatives, and

3. See who out of Reps. Talton, Corte, Heflin and‘Wohlgemuth is close
to Rep. Walker to see if they are wiling to call' Rep. Walker to get the bill
held up in Calendars Committee.

Additionally, you are waiting to hear from Chuck whether the Governor has

1. Conveyed to the Calendars Committee that he does not want this out
of committee, or

2. That he will veto the bill if it makes it through the process.

Either one of these moves by the Govemor would probably freeze the
committee and the Speaker.

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. if you are not the
interided recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. if you are not the .
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply. email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

Toreply to our emait administrator dlred‘y, pleas send g
email to postmaster

Headers

Return-Path: <abramoffjCuiimm-

Received: from rly-; xco:s”my-xcos* by &irxc3 “
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Page 1 of 2

Subj: RE: Nerton, appropriations request

Date: 04/05/2001 6:30:55 PM Central Daylight Time
From:  abramoli )

To: KVanhoo! .

CC: vasel: , scanlon

Not set yet, but probably the candidate from Okiahoma, They seem 1o be pulfing out alt gaming issues from
BIA and sending it to the Secretary, which will be good for us, once the Dep Sec Is in place (the fellow who we
helped with the CREA project). Regarding the approps, ] can't recall if you had given us detailed descriptions
{inchuding budgats) for the request for funds, Do you have thess? Get us as much detail about these projects -
and we'l gel it moving.

wewOriginal Message-=---

From: KVanhoo! @I [mailto:KVanhool ©gaigml
Sent: Thursdlay, Aprif 05, 2001 3:35 PM

To: -

Subfect: Re: Norton, appropriations request

Mike will visit Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. Any word on the
appointment for Asst. Secy over BIA?

One of the tribal councli members asked me to speak with you again about

appropriations for the tribe. He remembered that you indicated such requests

should be in by this month. Their interests include additional funding for

the local public schools in Eiton, Louisiana; the tribal preschoot; and the

four laning of Hwy 190 between Opelousas, Louisiana and DeQuincy, Louisiana,
Let mo know anything further you need.

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential inforrnation. It is intended only ‘
for the usa of the person(s) named above. If you are not the

PRy

ipient, you are hereby notified that any review,

dissemination, distritution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited, If you are not the
intonded recipient, please contact the sender by reply emall

and destroy all coples of the original message.

To reply to owr emall administrator directly, please send an

email to postmasterCl—.

COUSH-MiscKVH-0001708
Thursday, April 05,2001 (SN K Vanhoof
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Subj: FW: Texas Casinos

Date: 04/05/2001 12:22:52 PM Central Dayhght Time
From:  abramoffj@ QNN

To: kvanhoo!@ SRR

--—-Original Message-—

From: Ralph Reed {mailto:ralph

Sent.  Thursday, April 05, 2001 8:59 AM
To:  Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subjsct: FW: Texas Casinos

Our intel is that the Calendars commiittee wxﬂ likely report this bill out
today

> Andrew Biar reports that the House Calendars Committee has defayed meeting

> until tomorrow. He has learned from Calendars staff that HB 514 is on the . R
> list being circutated for a vote to report the bill o the full house. We ’
> are stil firing calls into key targets on the committee (over 2506 so

> far) and will continue to call through tomorrow s», "

>

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. itis intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. I you are not the .
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissernination, distribution or duplication of this o . L ‘
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the - ST
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply emaif :

and destroy all coples of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmaster:

Headers
Return-Path: <abramoffj : St e - i '
Received: from rly-yc04. -(W-YCO‘*Mb air-ye04. gl :
(v77_r1.36) with ESMTP; Thy, 05 Apr 2001 13:22:52 -0500 oY Ay ~ s
Received. from mia-srv02; : 604'.—177 RR ) RO
with ESMTP,; Thu, 05 Apr2 CERAN -
Received: by mia-srv02 w:th lnternef Mail: Se -
id <2FGRRBNO>; Thu, 5 Apr 2001 13:22; 2950400 L
Message-iD: <A1DQCQZOQBZDBQ4CA56326253F&5A ’7012E)ZFCD@WG Sy gtlawcom>
From: abramoffj bow uR s
To: kvanhoof : ) 57 :
Subject FW: Texas Casinos
Date: Thu, § Apr 2001 13:22:27 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
X-Mailer. Internet Mait Service @uiSia
Content-Type: text/plain; = R
charset="iso-8859-1" : - -
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FW: TX
04/06/2001 9:15:43 AM Central Daylight Time

me abramolffi@NGG——_—_—.
To:__kvanhoof AN

--Original Message-—-

rom Ralph Reed [mailtozralphi
Bert.  Friday, Aprit 08, 2001 10:07 AM
k Abramoff (E-mait)
aub)ect TX

from a TX operative:

\’asterda) we succeeded in keeping HB 514, the Indian Casino bill, bottled up
salendars Committee. It was not reported out. According Chuck at
: Christian Coalition, he has received many calls from offices of
members. We patched through 4,000 phone calls between Friday and
Thursday, blitzed Christian and conservalive talk radio, and mailed 56,000
anti-gambling action alerts.

The nformation contained in this transmission may contain
privilegied and confidential information. it is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
cominiunication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator direclly, please send an
email o postmaster

Headers
Return-Path: <abramofij

@-’
Received: from ﬂy—zcmqr ly-zc04 oY) by aw—zco‘“w? 1. 36)

with ESMTP; Fri, 06 Apr 2001 10:15:43 -0500
Received: from “mia-srv02 QU (ns1 ) by rly-zcO4 NN V77_r1.36)

with ESMTP; Fri, 06 Apr 2001 10:15:22 -0400

Received: by m\a—srvozm with Internet Mail Service—
id <2FGRRPAK>; Fri pr 2001 10:15.08 -0400

Message-1D: <A1D9C9209B2DBI4CA56326253F95AC47012D30BD@wdc- srv01 —»

From: abramoffj@
Te: kvanhooff
Subject FW: TX
Date: £, 8 Apr 2001 10:15:07 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
X-Mailer: Internet Mail Service (iR
Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="is0-8859-1"
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Page 1 of 1

Subj: FW: TX
Date: 04/06/2001 9:20:00 AM Central Daylight Time

From:  abramoffi @ NENG
To: kvanhoof@ QR

Don't you love this guy!

---~Qriginal Message-——

From: Ralph"Reed mailto:raiph@ (G_m_u__
Sent:  Friday, April 06, 2001 10:11 AM

To:  Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject TX

One of our operatives attends the same church with the Vice-Chair of the
Calendars committee, state Representative Barry Telford. He called the
pastor's wife yesterday and she said that her husband happened to be in
Austin that day on other business, and she gave him his cell phone number,
Qur operative then called the pastor yesterday and got him on his cell phone

and got him to drop by the Vice-Chair's office at the state capitol and urge.

him to vote against the casino bill. This happened just houes before the
Calendar Committee met to consider the casino bllﬂ I

The information contained in this transmxsston may contaxn oy
privileged and confidential information. itis intendedoply ™" T T
for the use of the person{s) named above, If you are not the

intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,

dissemination, distribution or duplication of this

comrmunication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the A
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply emazl Lo

and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator dvrectry, please send an
emall to postmaster

Headers v

Return-Path: <abramoffj >
Received: from rly-yh034 rly-yh03, m by air-yh01 G

(v77_r1.36) with ESMTP; Fri, 06 Apr 2001 10:20:00 -0400 .

Received: from mia-srv02 (ns1Wby, . O3.~ 138
with ESMTF; Fri, 06 Apr Z(MS -040f o riy-yh ; = ‘)

Received: by mia-siv02 GUREN-ith Internst. Maﬂ.wemce
id <2FGRRPDY>! Fri, 6 Apr 2001 10:19:23 -0400

Message-1D; <A109C820982 DBQ4CA56326253 FO5AC47012D30C1 @wdcnsrvo‘_

From: abramoffj

To: kvanhoof . _' B T

Subject: FW: TX . N

Date: Fri, 6 Apr 2001 10:19:15 -0400 -

MIME-Version: 1.0 o - N

X-Mailer: Internet Mail Serwce“ )

Content-Type: text/plain; -
charset="is0-8859-1"
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From: Abramoff, Jack {Dir-DC-Gov) [/o~u=WDCIm=Recipiemslcn=abfarnofﬁ} on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) L :

Sent: Thursday, Aprit 12, 2001 9:06 AM

To: ‘Ralph Reed"

Subject: RE: LA, HB 1780

Seriously, I'll get you $10K this week or next frnm;zva source which owes me meney.

~~~~~ Original Message~—---

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralph
Sent: Thursday, ril 12, 2001 9:46 aM
To: ‘abramoffj

Subject; RE: LA, HB 1780

Reed for Chairman, Suite 575, 3235 Satellite Boulevard, Duluth, GA 30096. cashiers checks
only, please.

————— Original Message-~——-

From: abramoffj fmailta: abzamoff;_
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2001 10:15 PM

To: Ralph Reed

Subject: RE: LA, HB 1780

Ha ha ha. Make sure you get me the.propet committee, hame. .

~~=--Origipal Message-----

From: Ralph Reed lmailto'ralph“
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2001 10:45-AM-
To: ‘abramoffi

Subject: RE: LA, HB 1780

The actual committee is "The Reed E‘amily Retirement and’ f:ducatxonal Founda’tion. It is a
501{c} (3}). The address is 200 Bay Drive; - Gfand. Cayman, BCI, R59876.

-----Original Message~—--——

legsage:
From: abxnmotfj*[mnt:o abramoffj-
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2001 JO:A6 MM

To: Ralph Reed . . . . . -
Subject: RE: 1A, HB 1790 T . ) o

Sure. Give me the name of the encity.

~w-w-Original Message--

From: Ralph Reed {mailto: ralph_}
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2001 10:28 AM
Tos tabramof£j

Subject: RE: LA, HB 1780

i agree. .o - . -

Jack, would you be willing to contribute personaliy to my state chair campaxgn" This race
is costing me $50-100K, and i ‘m asking my fri nds . to : ’ :
help. et

----- Original Measage--—--
From: abramoffj
Sent: Wednesday, April
To: Ralph Reed

GTG-E006023874
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Subject: RE: LA, HB 1780

If we can keep the LA think to $10K for now, that would be good. I might just pay for
chis out of my pocket. I hate to go to them for something this small, since every time I
4o it's an ask used up. OK?

~~~~~ Original Message—--—-- . ’ oo
From: Ralph Reed {mailto:ralphtURINGESENNS! o : o
Sent: wEdnesday, April 11, 2001 9:41 AM
To: *abramoffie@

Subject: RE: LA, HB 1780

i agree, i think it builds tremendous good will for the future on the cheap.
————— Original Message-—---

From: abramoff)C{ SNy (mailto: ab:amoff)@—)

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2001 9:36 aM

To: Ralph Reed
Subject: RE: LA, HB 1780 -

Ok, do it and we'll get it approved.

———— Original Message-—--—--~

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralphe(iiung
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2001 9:27 AM

Tol tabramof£ig@

Subject: RE: LA, HB 1780

sure. 1if we can help them they will kill for us-for years to come. and it.is not |
expensive. probably $10-20K for the phones. . .

----- Original Message-w~—-—-

From: abxamoffjw [mailto: abramofij@-l .

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2001 5:49 PM : : T

To: Ralph Reed

Subject: RE: LA, HB 1780 SR R SOV | BtotiTo e Tea T et

1*11 see what we can do. Right now they are focused on Texas, as you can imaqine. oo -~

——---Ox:iginal Measage——m——~—

From: Ralph Reed {mailto: ralph@— :

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2001 3:07 PH - ) . P T
To1 Jack Abramoff (E-mail} : v . o
Subject: LA, HB 1780 ” ) R R T

from a LA operative:

House Bill 1780, by House _ authorizes The Fairgrounds, a horse
racetrack in New Orleans, to operate up to. 700 slot machines. Other horse racetracks in
the state currently have slot machines., The bill has been referred to the House Conmttee
on Administration of Criminal Justice.

, the Louisiana Legislature’s anti-gambling.léader, has requeated that we .
get involved by making more patch-throughi'calls! He believes that we have some time:and: .
can defeat this measure. Scoring another major-victory-against gambling expansidoh may end
additional attempts for expansion for the. xémaininq thxke years of the legislative tarm
The defeat of language allowing rivesboat. casmos o convert to barges has completely -
ged the envir at - the capitol. s s T TN

GTG-E000023875
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- : Page 1 of 3

Subj* Coushatta politicat prog
Date’ 04112/2001 10:20:02 PM Centrat Daylight Time

From:  abramoffig|
To: _kvanhoo!

1 5lill do nct hava the budget for the completa affort, but Mike believas we
cannot watt any longer for the on ground effort, 50 | need to got this to

you for approvai in advance of the rest {which will not be anywhere near as
much). Pleasa let me know if | can give Mike the go ahead. 1 irust nis
visit was fruitful.

Goushana Political Program- Sudget -
The foliowing budgel provids -abml‘ ‘,’ oﬂhespodﬁcacu\my
the costs for sach e t of the potitical plan; and an ast

@ for the compiation of each componen!.

anization:
“‘%‘W 4
There are two phases of the organizational componant. laps

into the naiural resources of the tribe and organizes them

poiitically active unit(emplayee lists, veadors, customers elc), The

phase identifies previously unidentified supportars of the libe acra!

state of Louisiana via a variety of survey methods.

We than combine the naturat resources unit and the newly identified alfies
ntoa databaséa. This database can be used for aay pofitical

effort da: appropriate by the tribal decision makers. i remains
permanently under the control of the tribe and can only ba activated at the
direction of Yibal decision makers.

Complation:

Ordinarily this process can toke from 90 days to six moaths to compiete. Dua
to the time constiaints surrounding this effort, the project wil be
accelerated and completed in 45 days.

5200 000

O Mobilization

“Dageapton:

Once we have our erganization in plice we can mobilize for any politicel
elfoct deamed necessary by the tribe. From a “sense of the county”
refarendum, to mobilizing in favar of electing a dmeren( Palice Jury wa
can activate the organization in under 24 hours,
For the compact Issue | cecommend the following: s
Project 10,000 is high quality gr ihat is designed to
directly contact each of-our targeted ¢ wdiance: at least 10,000 mes over
the next 10 weeks with a g the renewal. These
conmlbe made by phonae. mperson bymaa bypeﬁbonandﬂwuugh
the In
Project 10.000 is unique In that we will contact each target through a
different avenue or a blend of avanues, ﬂ\oroby Creating a pofitical effort
that truly we coatrol the database we
can ensura that me:e are 0o duplicatea calls o ather mistakes that wilf
maka our effort seem like 8 paid political operation

Completion Date.

ey 31, 2001, Afthough we have until July to gel the compact signed, we need
to complete the contacts prior to that point {o give ourselves as much

cushion as passible.

Cost:
$287.500.00
Research - Qualitative

Monday, April 16,200  UUENENENEND: K Vanhoof

W

COUSH-MiscFin-0000374
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VAN HOOF & ASSOCIATES

KATHRYN FOWLER VAN HOOF Atworngy and Counselors ot Law OF COUNSEL
JOHN J. ZACHARY LOUIS WELLAN, APLC

FACSINL

SENORR'S EMAR: kvanhoof NI

April 18, 2001

; FAX COVER SHEET

FAX NUMBER TRANSMITTED TO: "<

To: Erick LaRocque
of Coushatta Tribe of I
From: . Kathryn Fowler Van Hoof YA/

Clieat/Matter: Check request for AIC re slots at New Orleans fairgrounds

CONFIDENTIAL

Chairman Poncho has approved a request by Jack Abramoff with the firm of Greenberg Traurig,
which was recently retained by the Tribe for assistance with govemmental affairs. The Tribe bas
agreed to contribute $10,000.00 toward lobbying efforts of American International Center to deter
slot machines at the New Orleans fairgrounds,

Pleasc immediately prepare a check made payable to AIC in the amount of $10,000.00 and forward
to my office by Federal Express. Twill then Ped-X the check to Mr. Abramoff.

Ce: Chairman Lovelin Poncho .
Approved: M
- Chaitman Lovelin Poncho
Date; 4719/01

Thé information contamed sn this facsimle messoge is information pentected By auormey-clent and’or the otiomepwork product

priviege. Itis intinded ouly foe ise use of the indiidval numed above and she proviepes ore not waived by virdu of this having been

3ent by focsimile. If the person actually recaiving shis focsintife ov any other reader of the facsivole 15 not the named recipient or

the umplyvee or agort rispomible 1o deliver it o the momid recipient, any use, dissemination, distribution, or copyng of the
ir soscily prohibited, I you have received dhis icvclon s error, phaze Iy motify us by ieleph

otid reiwrn the oviginal message 2 s at the above ¥ddvess va 1.5, Postol Service.

COUSH-MiscFin-OOOOS74
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i,
O e A e

oOF
LoPunsey
Otrg WEQAN, P

FAX NUMBER TRANS
MITTED 10. ——

g;: Erick LaRocque
F“;mv Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana
om: ) Kathryn Fowler Van Hoof
Client/Matter:  Check request for AIC re slots a1 New Otleans fairgrounds

CONFIDENTIAL

Chairman Porcho has spp.rovcd the govemmental affairs budget request by Jack Abramoff with the
firm of Greenberg Traurig. Attached is a copy of an email received from the firm which briefly
summarizes the program funding. The first payment due iy $200,000, to cover the organizaticoal

program.

Please immediately prepare a check made payable taCapitol Campaign Strategies in the amount of
$200,000.00 and forward to my office by Federal Express. I will then Fed-X the check to the
company at the address indicated. Alternatively, the funds can be wired as indicated on the email.
Just let me know which the tnbe would rather. )

Ce¢' Chairman Lovelis Poncho
Approved: - .
Chairman Lovelin Poncho
Date: 4/19/01

k

The information containcd in this facsimite message i information p 48y omclient andtor the &
privilege. Itis mtended only for the wse of the indwidual nomted abave and the privileges are not warvad by virtue of this having bees
Sent by focsionile, If the person actually recering dus facsimile or auny ather reader of the focsimile 1 not the named recipiant or
the employee or agent responsible to deliver it 10 the nomed recipiont, dny wie. dissemination, dtribudon, or copying of the
" ieation is stri d. If yor have received this communication i srrer: plesse b notify w3 by teleph
mpication is strictly profebited. i3 o i ’
SDE et the Oregimel i srmge ko s >t the above adddress via U 8. Postal Seevice

COUSH-MiscFin-0000365
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Page 1 of

Subj Re: Political Program tunding

Date: 0471812001 5:00:39 PM Central Daylight Time
From: Mpsscanion

Ta: KVanhoof

Here is the schedule that | outlined. Sorry for the confusion.

The total for the program is $539,000.

In order to get started the tribe will need to pay $200k up front to cover the organizational program.
Aficr that the tibe will necd to then make two payments in May for mobilization efforts. One on the
first for $143,750 and another $143,750 on the 20th of May.

The other costs (polling and research) are billed on the back end so there is a lot of cushion there (the
tribe will need to pay for them roughly 30 days from when the projects are completed). ;

There are no fees associated with the PAC. Any administrative fees can be taken out of PAC funds.
Soime folks like it this way, some like to have keep as much money in the PAC as possible. The fees
arc nominal they range fron $1,000 2 month to $5,000 a month depending on the size and the amoutn
of acitivy.

I bope this makes more sense. Sorry for the confusion! If thre is any way to get the initial money out
today it would be great!

Mi&:ael Scanion

Weddesday, April 15,2000 {upuummRENSUNAR

COUSH-MiscFin-0000368
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VAN HOOF & ASSOCIATES
KATHRYN FOWLER VAN HOOF Attorneys and Counselors at Law OF COUNSEL
JOHN 2, ZACHARY LOUIS WELLAN, APLC
]
e
TR
TELEPHONE|
FAcsMLE=
SENDER'S E-MAtL: kvanhoo fO IR
April 23, 2001
Mr. Jack A. Abramoff VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS
Greenbe:i Tmﬁ'
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006

Re:  Governmental Affairs funding regarding New Orleans fairgrounds slot machines
Political Program Funding

Dear Jack:

Please find eaclosed Check No, 29707 from the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana General Fund
made payable to the American International Center in the amount of $10,000.00, representing a
contribution toward funding of the effort to prevent slot machines at the New Orleans fairgrounds.
It was my undecstanding that you will forward the check to the American International Center on
behalf of the tribe.

Also enclosed is Check No. 29708 from the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana General Fund made
payable to Capitol Campaign Strategies in the amount of $200,000.00, representing payment for the
first phase of the Coushatta Political Program Budget, as outlined in your e-mail of April 12, 2001. -

The tribe very much appreciates all of your efforts on their behalf. We are all learning a great
deal in a short amount of time and appreciate your willingness to immediatety focus your time and
effort on issues that are so important to the future of the tribe.

With kindest regards, I remain,
Sincerely,
VAN HOOF & ASSOCIATES
By:
Kathryn Foyler Van Hoof
KFVijms
Enclosures

COUSH-MiscKVH-Oom 682



184

From:  Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Wednesday, April 25, 2001 9:50 AM
To: Rudy, Tony (Shid-DC-Gov)
Subject: FW: update

L et's discuss (from Coushatta).

——Original Message—

Erom: KVanhoof @ G-t XVenhoo!@ SN
Sent: Wednesday, Apil 25, 2001 8:28 AM

To: Abramofl, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov}

Subject! update

Hi, Jack. Yesterday | faxed a letter to you regarding a request for
assistance wi the tribe’s land dlaim settlement. This has been an ongoing
battte for BIA refease of seftiement funds to the tribe. 1thought it may be
helpiui to the chai X paign if the p for release of funds could
begin soon after the visit to Washington. Election is May 26th. Please let
me know your thoughis on this.

Dont forget to send the schedule of events for the chairman’s visit to the

White House as soon as possible. 1 met with the chairman yesterday and he is
asking questions about the visit. We need to make the arrangements o secure
the tibe's planefiet charler, the driver, and for the hotel, etc. He has

asked me to accornparty him, so | will be along too, except, of course, for the
visit fo the White House, which | realize is a single invitation. Ive had -

some difficuity making that point with the chairman, though.

Had a good ting w/ Mike Scan! ‘, fay. We're working hard on kicking
off the chai 's paign. Very interested to see any response from the
state on compact negoliations. it's very uiel. No discussions al all.

# amin need of a mediator suggestion. Under the terms of the compact, we're
1o be in mediation now over the revenue sharing dispute. Any suggestions for
It wha are knowledgeable of tribes, reven haring in pacis?

Thanks. for your help.

5122004

GTG-E000269190
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Page 1 0f 2

FW; TX budget ) .
04/25/2001 8:43 52 PM Central Daylight Time
abramol .

Here is the budget from Ralph.

Texas Antl-Gambling Project Budget

ApriMay, 2001
Direct Mail : .

100,000 hh, X .52 ea. $52,000
List Rental

100,000 hh & $85/m 9,500
Rally/Bus Rentsl 15,000
Statawide Radip .

10 days €) 5.5 requency 124,000 ~

Legislative Counset £0.000 '

Grassroots Phone Banks v E e T T o
Patch-through calls, 900 hrs. x 332/hy, 28,800 - : : L. - -
Live operator calls, 70,000 ¢,calls @ .63 ea. 44,300 .

Mypotenuse calls, 70,000 x 2 calls x .24 ea. 33,800 B
Management Feg 40,000
TOTAL. 397,200

Mail 100,000 pieces @ .52 352,000 .

List Rentat 100,000 hh x $95/m $ 9,500 .
Rally/Bus Rental 315,000 -
Radio Statewide campaign-10 Days  $144,000

Legisiativa Counsel . $50.000 < . .
Grassroots Phone Banks - Palch-through calls 300 hrs x

- N eils

Totat  $175000 .

Thursday, April 26,2001 SQUENESREMERIRY 21hoof
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Page2 0f2

——-Original Message—--

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralph:

Sent:  Wednesday, April 25, 2001 5:33 PM

To:  Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject:  TX budget ) ) ,

~<txbudget doe>> NEED APPROVAL ASAP

<<ixbudget. doc>>

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only

& the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
wiksafed recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this _ R
communication is strictly prohibited. if you are not the. Y. R
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply emaxl . - oL
and destroy all copies of the original message. - . -

To reply to our email administrator dnrectly please.send arr Ly
emaif to postmaster CHRINGEG_—_G o L. U

Headers

Return-Path: <abramoffj
Received: from rly-xb01.mx “xb01. mau ya|r-xb05 mad“
{V77_r1.36) with ESMTP; W pr 2001 21 43:52
Received: frcm mla-srvo RN - ~xb01 mx—(v77 r1.36
with ESMTP; Wed, 25 A 43 15 -0400 ¥ )
Received: by mia-srv02 ith Internet Mait Serw_

id <JAWWLGXA>; Wed, 25 Apr 2001 21:42:55 -0400
Message-iD: <A1 DYCI209B20BI4CA56326253F95ACA7012D3A91 1@wdc-srvO N
From: abramoffj
To: kvanhoof
Subject: FW; TX budget
Date: Wed, 25 Apr 2001 21:42:54 -0400 )
MIME-Version: 1.0 L
X-Mailer: Internet Mail Servoce- e
Content-Type: mumpart/mlxed

boundary="--—_=_NextPart_000 01COCDF2 3621F’A30"
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}E‘D‘T ¥yl nr LASEryel Jivy; 1U3DBIGE may-i-ur 3138 rage ie

DATE: May1,2001 NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 2

TO: Sandra Fraro

Fax #:

Company: Century Strategles
FROM: Peter O'Donnell
Phone #:

Cémments:

Attached is an invoice for radio media buys, April 27 <May 4, totaling
$8,000.05. for the Committee Against-Gambling Expansion. Please send
Natiopal Media, Inc. a check for $7,600.00 (85%+10% commission).

LTI

Please call me if you have any qﬁesﬁons.

4232



" National Media, Inc.
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ERIC CHRIS

PRODUC

BTATION

GAMB~COMMITEE

AGAINST GE $50,670.05

WIRE INFORMATION:

WATIONAL MEDIA, INC. .

w{m
PH.

Invoice

RADXO MEDIA BILEING INVOICK R-05-2000
PAGE 1 |
INVOICE DATE MAYX1/O0L
DUE DATE MAYL/01
COMMITTRE AGAINST GAMBLING EX
C/Q CENTURY STRATEGIES . ADVERTESER CAGE COMM AGNST GAMB EXPA

SAMB COMMITEE AGAINST GE

BITIMALE RGAZ APR 27-MAY 4

GROSS AMOUNT $8,000.05

*w ANOUNT DUE »*»* $8,000.05

4233
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Frony: . Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Thursday, May 03, 2001 10:35 AM
T Roseman, Courtney (AdmAst-DC-Gov/iAdm)
Subjert: FW: accounting .
hl
Greenburg
eceipts.ds (13 KB)..

Please print for me.

—————— Original Message----- : .
oy Ralph Reed [mailto:ralphGiuuumpmp

L. Thursday, May 03, 2001 10:19 AM

Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject: accounting

per your request,

“<Greenburg receipts.xls>>

GTG-£000022102



Check

Dale

o3/22/01 96
03/16/01 cashiers check
Q3/16/01 98
03716/ 95
Q3714101 97
04/03/01 100
O4/1710Y Heoll
04/30/01 1006

191

Amount  Project
200,000 tovisiana
350,000 Lousiana
100000

50,0001

45,0001
198000 Texas
100,000/
398,000 Texas

1,441,000

" GTGE000032103
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i

B CANS FOR TAX REFORM

Grover G. NORQUIST PRESIDENT

May 1, 2001

Chief Lovelin Poncho
/g Kathy Van Hoof -

Dear Chief Poncheo:

Thank you very much for your generous support of our work at Americans for
Tax Reform, Lhave received your contribution of $25,000,

ATR has been working with state legislatures around the country calling on them
to pass resolutions in support of President Bush’s tax ciit package. We have had great
success with this program, To date, resolutions have been passed in 21 legislative bodies,
13 states in all. The resolution has passed in both houses in the following states,
Michigan, Oregon, Utah, Montana, Kentucky, Idaho, West Virginia and Iowa.

Again, thank you for your support and I look forward to sharing our progress with
you,

Sincerely,

4

ennifer Kuhn

Contributjons to Americans for Tax Reform, a 501c4 organization, are not tax-deductible.

COUSH-MiscKVH.0001664
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. 5/2/01 DATE
PAY - - .
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Page 1of 2

Subj: Political contributions matrix’
Date: 05/04/2001 7:19:26 AM Central Daylight Time
rom: - abramofGINNER
To:  kvanhoo/ S
File:  1NBTDiLdoc (43008 bytes) DL Time (28800 bps): < 1 minute

As we discussed, in order for the tribe to get positioned quickly as a
poliical force in DC, webeﬁeveweneedtogemyekbeveryadwe

quickly in some political giving. Though R is going o be impossible to
totally make up the fact that the tribe has not been active like some of the
other politically powerful tribes, we believe the atiached would get us most
of the way there.

In addilion, as we discussed, it would be wise for the tribe to join Choctaw
and Chitimacha in hosting a wealth of fund raising events, by co-sponsoring
the sports sultes at the baseball (Orioles), hockey {Caps), basketbalt
Wizards} and football (R-dskins) venues in the DC area.

This year, each tribe paid $223,679 toward the sports venues (breakdown:
hockeylbasketban $110, 813 footbak $65,270; basebal: $47596). This

lates into approxd ly 400 fund raising opportunities. Virtually all
of these are used by Members of Congress or their organizations. The huge
ieverage in doing this is that the tribe not only gets the political credit
for making avaliable the sports suite, but gets credit with the Member for
all funds ralsed in that evening, To give you an idea of how much benefit
each participant receives from thelr sponsorship, many of these events ralse
in excess of $25,000, andsomehaveraisedasmud;asswoooo Since the
»os(k)metrﬁ)epefeventrsiassﬂmﬁ 000, this is good leverage.

‘The events which are not used as fund raisers are utilized by Congressional
staff and Members, 50 every game results in tremendous benefits politically.

Choctaw and Chitimacha are both happy for you guys to join them ais sponsors,
and one of our other sponsors will be withdrawing (company was bought a few
months ago and is being dismantied).

Piease let mo know ¥ you can participate. We can work out a cash flow
arrangement fo enable you 1o fit this more easlly into your budgeting if

that would help. Our fourth participant (the folksfmmthe Commonwealth of
{the Northern Mariana Islands) does this, though it is slightly front loaded

so | don't wind up having to bear too much of a financing burden. By the
way, the suites are leased by me and your participation check shoukd be
written to "Jack Abramoff -- Sports Suites Account”.

Please let me know when you can on this, and the contributions altached
below.

Thanks.

<<iN8STOU.doc>>

The infermation contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. # is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. i you are not the

e veens nans - -

COUSH-MiscKVH-0001578
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. 0 Glhon - p Page 1 of 2
e

Suby: RE: sporty sultes
Date: 05/11/2001 6:10:50 PM Central Daylight Time

From:  abramol
To:  KVenh

The tribe will be able lo replace my Russian chants, who will withdraw (i their American company, but they are
nepvous people are confusing 1). Al Ihis point of the year, the tribe should do $185,000, which covers the rest
of tha year. They wilt be a full partner with the others involved (which include the Chitimachas, Choctaws,
Marlanas guys and, at a lesser amaunt the fiern and me personatly). it would be nice 10 have someone from
the tribé at the big svents, but since there are Nterally over 300 events over the course of the year, it's tough to
ba at 3% or most. Terry Martin attends events whenaver he is in lown. Choctaw very racely. Tha Marianas
guys never - actually once over 4 yaars. The Russians, oddly. came quite a bit. Weird. In any avent, il heips
when you attend. but if you are not there, we still make a big deal about you guys being their hosts and we
spend a lot of ¥me discussing the tribe. We would need from you something about or from the tribe framed 1o
put on the walls of the football and MCI suites (2 Rerms) so the suita is identifiad as yours. We'll gotyou s
schedue for the remainder of this year or at least what we have (which is Orioles. Mystics and Redskins; the
Caopitals, Power {professional lacrosse) and Wizards schedules for next season are not out yet).

Please send the conlribution checks to me so we ¢an personally walk them over to these members and use
the occasion to discuss the tibe. |am not sure when we can next gel you guys back here, but aven better
would be for you to be present, but again, fike the sports suites, while better, itis not necessary.

in terms of the next steps. Mike, Tony. Shawn and | are meating next week 1o finaliza the next phase and we't
get on the phone with you thea,

Regards.

-~ Original Message----- )
From: KVanhoot @@ alito:KVanheof @ Sl
Sent: Friday, May 11, 2001 5:02 PM
Tot abramofiSENNENNG—D.
. Subject: sports sudtes

Reviewad your 5/4 amail with the chairman, The tribe is interested in
pamc:pazhg but needs to know what the tribe’s conuibu(ion would be,

g that Ch and Chitimacha have already paid $223,679 each. Do
tribal rpresentatives attend hese fund ralsing oppcmnldes asweli? Is
there a schedule for remaining evenis? How doas it work?

fve sent me check raquests in to the tribo for the other contributions you
recc the chaii approved. Shoukt the contributions be forwarded
o you for d«sﬂbu\son'r

Gther than the plans were coordmaung wf Mike Scanion for the grasstoots
program, what's the next step?

Thanks,
Kathy

The information contained in this transmisasion may contain

privileged and confidential information. it 1s intended only

Monday, May 14,200)  AEENEERRNERNRK V anhoof

COUSH-MiscFin-0000426
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) llo=~7u=WDC/cn=Redpiemslcn=abramofﬁ] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) -

Sent: Friday, May 25, 2001 4:40 PM

To: Lane, Rodney (AdmAst-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: Sports suites .

I think $185K and it's a one timer.

***** Original Message---—w~

From: Lane, Rodney (AdmAst-DC-Govi
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2001 10:10 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: Sports suites

How much? Will it be a one-time or split up over time?

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2001 7:46 AM -
Tor Lane, Rodney (AdmAst-DC~Gov}
Subject: RE: Sports suites

Yes, she is sending a check.

————— Original Message--—--

From: Lane, Rodney (AdmAst~DC-Gov}
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2001 7:45 AM -
To: Abramoff, Jack {(Dix-DC~Gov}
Subjects RE: Sports suites

Sorry...Coushatta.

w—eeeQriginal Message--———-

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dix-DC-Gov) <abrampoffie
To: Lane, Rodney {AdmAst-DC-Gov) <laner
Sent: Fri May 25 07:44:03 2001

Subject: RE: Sports suites

Whe are they?

~-~—-Original Message——-

From: Lane, Rodney {AdmAst-DC-Gov)
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2001 6:56 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir~-DC-Gov)
Subject: Sports suites

What are the chances that they will be a contributor?

GTG

-E000252771
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COUSHATTA TRIBE OF LOUISIANA GENERAL FUND : 3058
i Payee Jack Abramoff - Sports Svites Account . . 30580
. Vendor ID - 05/25/2001
i .
: Check Description |, Amount

Sports suites aponsorship Washington D.C. - - $185,000.00

Jack Abranmoff ~ Sports Suites Aécg\mt

*030580" S

COUSH-MiscKVH-0001574
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From: Abramoft, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) Vo-{iJJJJiJJJou=Wocicn=Recipientsicn=abramoff) on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, June 04, 2001 4:41 PM

Te: ‘Raiph Reed'

Subject: RE: Louisiana Gambling

I am uot sure our guys care about this. let me check.

Original Message--—--
Ralph Reed imailto:ralphCiEN—
: Monday, June 04, 2001 4:26 PM
dack Abramoff {E-mail)
Subject: Louisiana Gambling

LA wars ongoing. We are on it. If HB 1457 should pass the House, we will need a budget
to kili. We’ve been subsidizing this ocurselves up to now. From our top LA operative:

HB 7457 is expected to be considered on the House floor today and Tony.
ek we have a slight margin, but enough to kill it. If it does pass the
House, it will atill have to go to the Seante.

EP *7264 has passed the House and is in a Senate Committee (Judiciary B).
T 31 was on the committee’s 5/31 agenda, but was pot considered on that
day Jud B meets again temorrow morning and consideration of the bill would

ot

be in order. A

ADPTTTONALLY:
HB 532, authorizing slot machines at horse race tracks in Orleams Parish has

passed the House and remains in a Senate Committee with stiff opposition
from some pro-gambling leaders. Tony Pérkins had requested mohey last month

o kill this bill. We transferred more than 2,000 calls to targeted
senators in preparatien for the wvobe. ' «www oiiiec Bh e e 2

Here are some articles regarding the two House bills you referenced:

HB 1364
5-~15-01 Bditorial in "The (Batom Rouge} Advocate"b_
BILL WOULD ADD MORE GAMBLING '

5till another expansion of gambling in Louisiana is proposed in a bill
approved by a louse committee Wednesday.

The bill would allow the state's charitable bingo halls to offer a ~
Jottery-type "pick 8" game of chance with a progressive-type "mega jackpot™
of up to $50,000. .

It's just one morxe expansion of gam!;
far too much. :

;a'iteidy ‘has Fax,

The bill to authorize the gambling expansion, HB1364 by Rep. Jack Swith, '’

o .

S o " GTG-E000022151
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I+ Pstverson, was approved by the House Committee on Criminal Justice by a
.~4 vote. It goes to the House floor.

The bill requires approval of the local governing body before the game could

be aoffered by a bingo hall, but that provides little protection for the
<itizens of the state. B

The "pick 8" game involves players picking eight numbers from among 75 on a
ward. The numbers are then scanned into a computex, which stores the numbers

and prints out a ticket with a serial numgitr hich is given to the player.
At the appointed time, 18 numbered balls ate drawn from a bingo machine; -
Matching eight of the 18 balls would win a prize of up to $50, but matching
eight of the first 17 drawn would win the "mega jackpot" of up to $50,000.

Even bingo hall operaters are split over the game. One testified most of the
pgrofir would do to the company running the game and take away from the

trascivional bingo, while another said it would be good for bingo halls that
are losing patrons to other forms of gambling.

Whether it is good for the bingo halls or not, more gambling is bad for the
pecple of Louisiana. A new “"game" might entice néw customers to wager their
haxd-earned cash and create more problem gamblers.

I¥'s time to call a halt to expansions of gambling, and to hold those
lawmakers who vote for expansions accountable at the polls.

HB 1457 . L

$-24~01 Bditorial in "The {Baton Rougé) Advodate®™ °

BILL WOULD CREATE LIVINGSTON COMMITTEE" B e ’ TheTe s

A bill by a New Orleans legislator would allow-a casino to open in
Livingston Parish under the pretext of promoting horse racing in the state.

The bill, HB1457 by Rep. Arthur Morrell, D-New Orleans; was returned to the
calendar Monday in the House after it encountered opposition from the five
state representatives who represent parts of Livingston Parish.

We hope it will remain on the calendar or be withdrawn from the files of the
House. It's a bad bill, backing a bad project.

The bill is designed to rejuvenate the long—éontrovexsial Livingston Downs
race track. After years of rancof and court actidn, Al Ransome, owner of the

track was licensed by the Louisiana Racing Commission in 1993 to operate a
horse race track on land adjacent to I-12 at Livingston. The horse race
track was never built, and the license has since been rescinded.

Former Gov. Dave Treen told a House committee that he is assembling ‘a group
of investors to secure financing to revive the horse race track plans. Treen

declined to identify the investors and said he has not decided whether to
become an investor. Ransome was at the House committee hearing to push
Morrell's legislation. .
‘Preliminary plans call for a $10 mill
machine casino, Treen said. =

track and-a $50 million slot

2

'GTG-E000022152



200

Fhe wove novhing more than a sham to build another casino in the state
anGoapany 9aubling into an area where it is limited.

ustry seems to know no limits in its constant efforts to
and suck more cash out of the state. Unfortunately, it too
willing accomplices in the Louisiana Legislature and in present
state officials who avow an opposition to gambling while abetting

its expansion.
Sadly, the bi)l was pushed through the House committee by Treen, who told
the wommiies fe has “a personal problem with gambling, ™ but nevertheless

talked about putiing together investors to build the casino and track.

+ time Treen has lobbied for gambling interests while
against gambling.

In 1998 he lobbied for a new contract for the land casino in New Orleans. At

»3d he still opposed the lottery, video poker and riverboat
3, But the issue was whether the state's cobligations would be met. .

Durivg i
gamb .t

“arm as governor from 1980-84, Treen was a staunch opponent of
: vowed to vebto any legislation that would bring it to the state.

Thaet s

~hange: from staunch opponent to hired gun twisting arms to
+54 and leaving open the possibility he might be an investor in

SuppPo

operation,

rieared the House committee on a 4-1 vote, but the

. into trouble when it reached the House floor. A number of
DFE stioned why Morrell was handling a bill involving Livingston
Parish, and the five lawmakers who represent portions, of the parish

2XD. ek Lheaw opposition to the measure, .

Morreli thew returned his legislation to the calendar, where we hope it
languishes for the remainder of the session.

Gl

AEE download of MSN Explorer at Bitp://explorer.men.com

GTG-E000022153
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) (Io:.llou=WDC/cn=Recipienlslcn=abramfﬁ] on behaif
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)  ~

Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2001 1:11 PM

To: Ralph E. Reed, Jr.

Subject: FW: Loulsiana Gambling

Not sure I understand what this bill is all about. Is this the slots on the fairgrounds
thing? Please let me know so I can discuss with the tribe. They don't seem to understand
what this bill is about either. .

—~Original Messagew---~ - e
From: Ralph Reed [mailto::alph“

Sent: Monday, June 04, 2001 4:26 M

To: Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject: Louisiana Gambling

LA wars ongoing. We are on it. If HB 1457 should pass the House, we will need a budget
to kill. We've been subsidizing this curselves up to now. From our top LA operative:

HB 1457 is expected to be considered on the House floor today and Tony thinks we have a
slight marxgin, but enough to kill it. If it does pass the House, it will still have to go
to the Seante. HB 1364 has passed the House and is in a Senate Committee {Judiciary B).

The bill was on the committee's 5/31 agenda, but was not .considered on that

day. Jud B meets again tomorrow morning-and. considexatian of the bill would be in order.
ADDITIONALLY:

HB 532, authorizing slot machines at horse race tracks in Orleans Pansh ‘has passed the -
House and remains in a Senate Committeg with stiff opposltxon :
from some pro-gambling leaders. Tony Perkins had requested money last month to klll ‘this -
bill, We transferred more than 2,000 calls to tardéted senators in preparation for the - -,
vote. p . . . :

Here are some articles regarding the two House bills you referenced: HB 1364 5-15-01
Editorial in "The (Baton Rouge) Advocate™ BILL WOULD ADD MORE GAMBLING Still another
expansion of gambling in louisiana is proposed in a bill appreved by a House committee
Wednesday. The bill would allow the state’s charitable bingo -halls to.offer a lottery-type
"pick 8" game of chance with a progressive-type "mega jackpot™ of up to $50,000. It's just
one more expansion of gambling in a state that already has far, far too much, The bill to
authorize the gambling expansion, HB1364 by Rep. Jack Smith, D-Patterson, was approved by
the House Committee on Criminal Justice by a 5-4 vote. It goes to the House floor.The bill |
requires approval of the local governing body before the game could be offered by a binge
hall, but that provides little protection for the citizens of the state. The "pick 8" game
involves players picking eight numbers from among 75 on a

card. The numbers are ‘then scanned into a computer, which stores the numbers and prints
out a ticket with a serial number which is given to the player.

At the appointed time, 18 nurbered balls are drawn-from a bingo machine.  Matching eight
of the 18 balls would win a prize of up to $50, but matching eight of the first 17 drawn
would win the “mega Jackpot™ of up to $50,000. Even bingo hall operators are split over
the game. One testified most of the profit would go to the company running the game and
take away from the traditional bingo, while another said it would be good for bingo halls
that are losing patrons to other forms of gambling. Whether it is good for the binge halls
or not, more gambling is bad for the people of Louisiana. A new "game™ might entice new
customers to wager their hard-earned cash and create more problem gamwblers. It's time to

call a halt to expansions of gambling, and to hold these lawmakers who vote for expansxons
accountable at the pclls.

HB 1457
5-24-01 Editorial in "The {Baton Rouge) Advocate" o
BILL WOULD CREATE LIVINGSTON COHMIT’I'EE N T N

: . ’ . GTG-E000022139
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A bill by a New Orleans legislator would allow a casino to open in Livingston Parish under
the pretext of promoting horse racing in the state. The bill, HB1457 by Rep. Arthur
Morrell, D-New Orleans, was returned to the calendar Monday in the House after it
encountered opposition from the five state representatives who represent parts of
Livingston Parish. We hope it will remain on the calendar or be withdrawn from the files
of the House. It's a bad bill, backing a bad project. The bill is designed to rejuvenate
the long-controversial Livingston Downs

race track. After years of rancor and court action, Al Ransome, owner of the track was
licensed by the Louisiana Racing Commission in 1993 to operate a horse race track on land
adjacent to I-12 at Livingston. The horse race track was never built, and the license has
since been rescinded. Former Gov, Dave Treen told a House committee that he is assembling
a grou

ofqinvgsto:s to secure financing to revive the horse race track plans. Treen declined to
identify the investors and said he has not decided whether to become an investor. Ransome
was at the House committee hearing to push Morrell's legislation. Preliminary plans call
for a $10 million track and a $50 million slot machine casino, Treen said. The move is
nothing more than a sham to build another casino in the state and expand gambling imto an
area where it is limited. The gambling industry seems to know no limits in its constant
efforts to _

expand gambling and suck more cash out of the state. Unfortunately, it too

often has willing accomplices in the Loulsiana lLegislature and in present

and former state officials who avow an opposition to gambling while abetting its
expansion. Sadly, the bill was pushed through the House committee by Treen, who told the
committee he has ™a personal problem with gambling,™ but nevertheless talked about putting
together investors to build the casino and track. It's not the first time Treen has
lobbied for gambling interests while professing to be against gambling. In 1998 he lobbied
for a new contract for the land casino in New Oxleans. At the time, he said he still
oppesed the lottery, video poker and riverboat gambling, but the issue was whether the
state's obligations would be met. During his term as governor from 1980-84, Treen was a
staunch opponent -of gambling and vowed to veto any legislation that would bring it te the
state. That's quite a change: from staunch opponent to hired gun twisting arms to

suppoxt gambling and leaving open the possibility he might be an investor in a gambling
operation. Morrell's bill c¢leared the House committee on a 4~1 vote, but the legislation
ran into trouble when it reached the House floor. A number of legislators questioned why
Morrell was handling a bill involving Livingston Parish, and the five lawmakers who
represent portions of the parish expressed their opposition to the measure. Morrell then
returned his legislation to the calendar, where we hope it languishes for the remainder of
the session. !

Get your FREE download of MSN Explorer at http://explorex.msn.com
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The Coushatta Political Program

&

Michael Scanlon
June 26, 2001

COUSH—MiscKVH-OOOM 97
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The Coushatta Political Program

What We Have Built

= We have constructed a state of the art political database containing
roughly 20,000 indiyiduals who will take action on behalf of the tribe.

. = Wehave organized and defined every vendor, employee, tribe
member, and political supporter, by election district. From State
Senate to School Board, the tribe now knows who their supporters are,
where they live and how to reach them.

= We have compiled a state-of-the-art qualitative research database,
-which can identify allies and adversaries by “quote”.

= We have compiled an anti-gaming database, which identifies )
individuals who will take action in opposition to any gaming facility.

COUSHMiscKVH-0000138
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The Coushatta Political Program

How We Built It

= We custom built a computer program to house the different types
of supporters associated with the tribe (tribe members, vendors,
employees, etc).

*® By downloading lists you provided to us into your custom built
database, we are able to tap your “natural resources” and use them .
as the comerstone of an electronic, grassroots political network.

* We then grew your database by identifying over 14,000 politically
active supporters by telephone survey (see next page).

* Once in place the Coushatta Political Program was used to

mobilize the different classifications of supporters, using similar
messages, hitting pre-determined targets.

COUSH-MiscKVH.0000198
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NATIONAL MEDIA, INC.

PHONE:
FAX:

DATE: June 28,2001  NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 2

TO: - Glen Wilkins/Sandra Fraro
Fax #: ‘

Company: Century Strategies
FROM: - Jon Ferrell

Phone #: i

Comments:

Attached is an invoice for the Committee Against Gambling Expansion media
buys, June 27-28, wtaling $;}3,6§§._92.’2f Please send a check to National Media
for $12,120.04 (85+4% commission).

Please call me if you have any questions.

S 4272
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From: Abramoft, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Bent: Monday, August 20, 2001 8:56 AM

To: ‘mike@ SN .
Subject: Re: FW: Landrieu Letter to. _Byvd and Bums Regarding Coushatia Health Cdre Funds
Importance: High a

Yes

Jack Abramoff o

m: Mike Scanlon <mikeCHNINMMNNANNINS

For abramof £ YNNG 2b ramo ££3 CEGNG_—_— - -
Sent: Mon Aug 20 09:50:19 2001

Subject: Re: FW; Landrieu Letter to Byrd and Burns Regarding Coushatta Bealth Care Funds

1 need 10 mins - is ok?

~Original Message-—
From: abramoffj@gtlaw.com <abramof i

Po: Mike Scanlon <mike® NGNS

Sent: Mon Aug 20 09:54:31 2001 N
Subject: Re: FW: Landrieu Letter to Byrd and Burns Regarding Coushatta Health Care Funds

Call my cell

Jack Abramoff

—e-weQriginal Messages—--- . .
From: Mike Scanlon <mike?NENANGNNNNND T

To: abramof £3¢SNNNENN: 2L carocf £ SNNNEG_—_—
Sent: Mon Aug 20 09:20:39 2001

Subject: Re: FW: Landrieu Letter to Byrd and Burns Regarding Coushatta Health Care Funds

Actually- should we focus on saving the rétainer instaed of give me five?

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any xev;ew,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply emai).
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmastert NG

GTG-E000252815
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MEMORANDUM

TO: KATHY VANHOOF
FROM:  MIKE SCANLON

SUBJBCT: COUSHATTA POLITICAL PROGRAM
DATE: /7772001

cc: JACK ABRAMOFF

e - Lrieal

Kathy, per our mecting last week, the foﬁomng is & comp P prog
designed to tackle the jssues and si we d. In dexigning this strategy 1 wanted
‘to make sure that two specific topicy were sddressed. First, 1 wanted to make sure that under
no circumstances would the tribe find itself behind the politieal eight ball ever again. This
program is designed to make the Coushaws Tribe 2 politician’s best friend ~ or worst
political nightmare. Most of all, it is designed 1o eosure that you can fight this way abead of
the curve, a5 opposed to behinid the curve.

Second, this strategy is. mscro rather than micro. It is not built for one spedific issuc or
campaign, but built to put you i ¢ position to impose your political will on virtually any. |
issue or candidate, and not just in SW Louisians, but statewide, and ecross stateliness. as well
Having these two components sllows you to fight on sny iSsue,at <anytime, and in any

" location statewide” or in Texes (I explain the Texas topic in dcui! « Hirtle larer). As we
mentioned in the mceting last wee.k, this strategy rey ‘the politicil catbird seac

While this program is much hxgcr than the onc we dcvdopcd‘formgcompact ight, you will
see that it indvdes manay of the same tactics and follows the same’ dcvdopmcm process. In
my opinion if you execute this_program, you will be in-posiion-to achieve all of your
political objectives, Below is a description of each pbns f

request.
State-Wide and Local Polling

The ﬁmthmglvouldhh todoxsanm -depth po!hngpmgpm that will sllow us.to se¢ how |
the tribe is viewed post-compact fight. We never did-a poll on this issue, and 1 think we
shiould see bow the public views the tribe in each of the mr.dxz districty we were active in.

in sddition I would like to a large statewide poll that will be 2 vulnerability srdy. Specifically,

¥ want to find out what arguments wall work best for our opposition, this will allow us 10
cover any Achilles heels we curn up, ot to determine whcxc the cnany will attack next.

GTG001614-JA-W-CS
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86/27/2801 20:27 3822268159 AlC PAGE ©2

1 think it is also important to poll locally to see how the Shenff snd District Anormney are
doing politically. This inforrmation will help us in our clection activity next year.

Completion Desdline: ASAP

Cost: $40,000.00

Louisiana Political T, ing P

As we discussed, T think it is 2 very wise move to take what you built for the comi):ci .ﬁgb!
and cxtend its seach cven further. Our. ultimate political objective is to control both houses

of the state legislature and the Governor’s Mansion. In order to do so, we need to modify
your political database into a statewide format.

3

To that cad, we will identify supporters aad issue voters in every state Jegislative, state senate
and municipal election district in Louisiana (we may want to limit the municipal districts for |
dladry’s sake). This will be done through the same methods that we used for our current
datsbase, but we will also identify and clessify individuals who have no conaection to the
tribe. Again, our gosl is to 1D the requisite number of voters in each distict to swing the
decgon. We can use this in a friendly way, to tum out supposters on Election Day, or we
can use it to turn out oyposmon.

Again, this progmmn will make you the dommm( polmul force in every election diswict in
the state. This is an extremely large task, bot when pleted you will control the political
phaying field stetewide. ¥ S e oo -

Bcgnnmg Dzu:, ASAP

Compl:non Deodlmc' October 15, 2003
Cost: 5134500000 ) Co
1 belicve we should immediately begin compiling the voting histoties and - other- vital.
information on the Stte Legishitors who have traditional opposed the uibe (opposition
research). We will do & comprehensive study oa esch of theses individuals.

With this information in band, we should poll all of the election dlsmcts where we cxpect to

be active. We can determine which issues cause the most pain politically spesking, d
the strengths and wesknesses of ot top taxget:, and p«mde the overall blueprint for their

defeat.-
Launch Date/ Opposition R h: Scptember 13, 2001
Completion Date: Seprember 30, 2001.

Launch Date /Polling: October 1, 2001

GTG091615-JA-W-CS
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Completion Date / Polling: October 8, 2001
Cost Opposition research: $100,000.00 (I s assuming we will target roughly 10 districts)
Cost Polling: $70,000.00

Texan Politica) Tareeting P

This is the most interesting part of the progrim, and if } werc to rate this part, I would give
it a strong recommend. . Following our exact modd in Louitians we will build » political

- program smtewide i Texas, The logic is s follows: we know that these have been efforts
“to build Indixn casinos in the Houston area in the past. We know these efforts and others if
successful would be extremely detwimental to the gibe. We know that we will face this
problem again.

Lets put an end to this now, put an end to it for the forescenble future, and put an
end 1o it on our timetable. | recommend that we build the same political database in
Texss that we will build in Lovisisna. If the tribe docs so, we can literally control the fate of

class thxcc g-mmg in Texas. Actually, one could make the arg: that this program is
more imp than the Louisi . progears. Tlxconlydnwbadslseexsxhuwecou!dnl
use this program for positive <k g, 3 We idn’t want anybody to know of its
EX15{ence.

Can you imsgine the power of controlling legjshative districts in the smte of Texss in e

same fashion 89 your home state? Furthermore, we know that the threat of class three
~~gnmmgmTenswﬂlcomczgan.un:nnp!ymdsm«gyzogctdxeudoﬁhemeonm4

hwxllnveyouxmmdomammtofumtmdmomsmthcbngm

. L:uncb Dm:. Scpxembar 4, 2001
Completion Date: October 15, 2001

Cost: $1,550,000.00

Budget Summary:
Post Compset Polling: $40,000.00
Lovisians Statcwide Targeting Program: $1,45,000.00
Vulnerability Srudies/Opposition Research $100,000.00 -
Vuinerability Sradies/Polling: o 000000
Texas Statewide Tarpeting Progam o EL6000000
Total _ $3,205,000.00

- GTGO01616-JA-W-CS
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Program Summary

This program eacapsulates everything we talked sbout in our last meetiog with the exception
of the fver boats (I am waiting for some research 0 come back before outlining that
component). Once completed this program will make you the dominant political force in
the state, and in Texas for that matter. lb:hcvcdnxthelnmmpzognm;saverywc
wove that you must conduct simply because you are located in Lodisiana. However, the
Texas program will be the wisest political investment you could make. The folks over there
wﬂleonumﬂytxyw:dvmeethmcamo,mdwcmﬂknovmth:vcxyhnghdcpecof
cenzmty that it will be in vain.

" On thebndgcmyudc,lwuuldsay thnnfyouneedcdtomthcovmncosu.lwould
propose limiting the 1 0 icts where you ase certain you want to be
acuve.‘rhsswmmakc:zmmh mmdxﬂiaﬂnokndthedauhnemmtemdemd:dncs,
but you could cut the cost of that portion by roughly 30%.

Please feel frec to give mé 2 shout on any portion of this. Talk to you soon.

Mike

GTGO01617-JA-W-CS
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [/o=-ou=WDCIm=Recipientslcn-abramon}1 on behaif of
Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Friday, September 07, 2001 4:30 PM
To: ‘GRHalpern@TING—
Subject: RE: Livsar-my meeting of 8/5/01 with Jeff May

COMMENTS BELOW

—-Original Message~——

From: GRHalpern @SN mailto:GRHalpe m@INNENS o
Sent. Friday, September 07, 2001 2:00 PM

Te: abramoff

Subject: Livsar-my meeting of 9/5/01 with Jeff May R

Livsar: In brief we discussed the following:

i. Are there any Virginia resident partners/members. | need o know fortax
purposes. DONT THINK $O

2. The start up costs will be capitalized/amortized depending what they are.
We need a good accounting/bookkeeping of all these costs. For now, until the
festaurant has a biling system, Quickbooks will be good enough. OK, 'L FOLLOW YOUR LEAD

3. Operatlng Agreameni-are Rodney and (he other partner giving services for

their Hitls st d with tion Instead of services,

then not taxable. OTHER PARTNER? | THINK RODNEY IS IT. BY NOT TAXABLE, DO YOU MEAN UPON
DISPOSITION OF ASSET? 18 THAT A BASIS COMMENT?

4. P /memb paymen\s" not salaries. will anyone be
geﬂmg payments? RODNEY DEFINITELY, YOU AND | HAVE TO FIGURE OUT WHEHER | WAN TO TAKE A
SALARY,OR ONLY HAVE REVENUE

5. The question you asked regarding the contribution of Capifal Campaign

services-the answer from Jeff Is as | suspected. sither you repoit-as income

personally (pay taxes), give money 1o pam, and pam contributes, or if CCS

contributes to restaurant and later gets services for this money, this is

calied propaid income and the LLC reporis H as income, perhaps with the

start up costs and other expenses this is the better altemative. we also

need to examine income tax rates. | AGREE, WE NEED TO HAVE ENOUGH EXPENSES SO THAT THERE
ARE NO TAX EVENTS FROM THE CCS MONEY.

if you or Rodney can give me numbers to work this, t can figure out which
akernative is cheapet. 1. You reporting as in 2. orthe as
income. IT'S AROUND $660K

8. Rodney should set up separate bank account for the LLC, Is there any
payroll issues yet? if not yet, then at what point will that happen, date? YES, YES, WE HAVE PAYROLL
QUESTIONS RIGHT NOW. CHECK WITH RODNEY

7. Mostimporant of all, in arest, t, when a person other
than the owner is managing, you 'need to have 2 tht ‘control of inventory and

5/8/2004 ,
GTG-E000012190
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cash. both these 2 items walk away very easily or get “saten” up, | won't

bore you yet, since you might have thought about this and done research. |

was glad fo hear that Jeff has rest: from the s

side. He has a contact in Micros and he gave me his card. Micros is the

touch screen inventory/billing/ordeting system. (1 think | saw the Fleishik

restaurant use this system towands the end or something similar. Friday's and

the blg chains all use this system). Itis very costly. This entire areais

worth researching. Have you and Rodney talked about it yet? NO, BUT THAT DOES NOT MEAN THAT HE IS
NOT ALREADY DOING IT (AND JUST HAS NOT TOLD ME). CAN YOU BE IN TOUCH WITH HIM DIRECTLY
ON THIS ONE?

Who will be the Restaurant Manager? MIKE ( FORGOT HIS LAST NAME) AND RODNEY WILL BE HAVING A
SIMILAR ROLE TOO.

Jeff will only take Livsar on as a client if you/owners are willing to sit

down with hlm and Judy Bamnhard and set up audit controls, Judy is the audit

partner at May and Barnhard. Jeff says that most of his restaurant clients

who dona't have internal controls and a good inventory/ordering system have

gone bust ( and cant even pay his accounting bill]) | SURE DON'T WANT TO GO BUST, S0 RODNEY SHOULD
SIT DOWN WITH HiM AND GET THIS WORKED OUT;

Jack, | think this last point is miost significant in making a profitable

restaurant. | need to know where you and Rodney are in this issue in order

to help you out. Please emall me or let's set up a conference call. RODNEY 18 RUNNING THE WHOLE THING
FOR ME AND REPORTING TO ME. PERHAPS YOU SHOULD START WITH A CALL WITH HIM. DO YOU
WANT TO CONTACT HIM, OR SHOULD | HAVE HIM CONTACT YOU?

5782004
GTG-E000012191
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Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [/o=~=WDC/m=Recipienlslcn=abramofﬁ) on behalf

From:

of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2001 8:07 PM
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov}
Subject: RE: tax issue
reply

-——Criginal Message———
From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2001 3:02 PM
Jo:  GRHalpem

Subject: - tax issue

The restaurant will be owned by Livsar Enterprises, which will be owned primarily by Pam, per our other emails (do |
have this right?). itis an LLC.

A company called Capilal Campalign Services has several hundred thousand which they are going to put into the
rastaurant for me (they ows me money, though there is no writlen arrangement - they have already transferred the
money to Livsar so the trust issue is not a problem). They are not going to be getling a share of the restaurant. | was
wondering if we could structure this transaction in the following way:

Livsar invoices CCS for services In the amount they are transferring. The setvices can be of any nature (i think Livsar
was set up for general business purposes). CCS Is a political, jobbying, ly one which uses
fine dining etc. Livsar would take that money as income and spend it in the: course of business, o the restaurant. If at
{he end of the year Livsar has expended that money, Is there 3 tax event?

GTG-E000011965
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: . Monday, September 10, 2001 9:28 AM
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Subject: FW: for planning purposes

ANY INCOME ON THIS

————— Original Message-----

From: Mike Scanlon {mailto: mike@u
Sent: Monday, September 10, 2001 9:18 AM

To:  abramoff]C/NGGEG—_— .

Subject: Re: for planning purposes

Coushatta is an absolute cake walk. Your cut on the project as proposed is at least BOOk.

The next wire we get from choctaw you have another 350

~ which should be in this week, then if they send the final payment which should come -
around october 1~ your cut will be 400. Totals still out there for you are: 800 -

coushataa
350~ choctaw 2 -
400 - chocataw 3

Total 1.5 mil on top of the 660. For a toal of 2.1. Not bad :):})!

~~~~~ Original Message-—---
From: abramoff ] quNNNED-abramnof £
To: Mike Scanlon <mike

Sent: Mon Sep 10 07:31:04 2001
Subject: for planning purposes

Can you let me know how much more {than the curfent +/~$660K) we. would each scorétshould
Coushatta come through for this phase, and Choctaw continué.te- make the - transfers. I need

to assess where I am at for the school's sake. h

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified~tBat any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you aré not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please Send an
email to postmaster@

JECNN

GTG-E0000113995
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, September 10, 2001 11:47 AM
To: © 'Mike Scanfon'

Subject: RE: for planning purposes

Amen!!

————— Original Message--o-~ -

From: Mike Scanlon [méilto mike
‘Sent: Monday, September 10, 2001 12:19 PM
To: abramoffj

Subject: RE: for plansing purposes

Ill take the man title for now- but not tommorow, you return to being the man at m.idn:.ght'
Let's grow that 2.1 to 51t! We need the true give me five!

————— Original Message-----— .
From: abramoffjfgtlaw.com <abramoffj
To: Mike Scanlon <mike .
Sent: Mon Sep 10 10:28:31 2001 o
Subject: RE: for planning purposes =

How can I say this strongly enough: YOU X% DA MAN

~~-~-0riginal Messagew—-—--
From: Mike Scanlon {mailto:mike@
Sent: Monday, September 10, 2001 9-
To: abramoffj
Bubject: Re: for planning purpo: s

Coushatta is-an absolute cake walks Y‘ou: ‘ut “on the- project ‘as px:oposed is at 1east BOOK.
The next wire we get from choctaw you have ancther 350

- which should be in this week, then 1if* they" send” thae” Final payment which should come
around october 1~ your cut will be 400. Totals still out there fox you are: 800 -
coushataa }g/ N

350~ choctaw 2 i .

s

400 - chocataw 3
Total 1.5 mil on top of the $60, For a toal of-2.1. Not bad :):}!

----- Original Message~
From: abramof j“&b:amoffj“
To: Mike Scanlon <mike

Sents Mon Sep 10 07:31:04 2001

Subject: for planning purposes

Can you let me know how much more (than the current +/J 56601() we would each score should
Coushatta come through for this phase, and Choctaw coqtlxme to make the transfezs. I need
to assess where I am at for the school’s sake. Thanks mke. .

H

The information contained in this transmission may contain’
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person{s) named above, If:you.are.dot the
intended. recipient, you are hezeby, o;ified that any xeview, . L
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this ¢ . \
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not.the. L Lo
intended recipient, please contact the:sender;by reply email - S
and destroy all copies of the. original message.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: KATHY VANHOOF
FROM: MIKE SCANLON
SUBJRCT: POLITICAL OPERATIONS
DATE: 09/20/2001

Kathy, attached are cost breakouts for the two components of the new poluml ptogﬂm we
spoke about cadier. I'will call to give you a verbal explanation on the more sensitive points.

Louisiana Poll

The polling component will look at how the tibe is viewed overall, post compact Bight. Will also poll
each media market where we fought to determine the effects/ lasting impressions of out advertising

In addition we will poll locally to detetmine the political strengths and weakn of the
DA, Shexiff and other targeted officials. ’

Cost $40,000.00
Texas Progrem Break Out

This is a two-pronged progtam, Onc tieg is grass-tops and the other is grassroots. On the prassroots
level we will build the same type of database we built in Louisiana during the compact fight but this
time we will recruit enemies of gaming and Indians, where as our unit draws oo allies of the tube.
On The grass tops l«vdwewiﬂwo;kﬁ:mughth&tdpnﬁeswxdxehctedi&dus dlergy, and

community leadess. Like Louisiana, part of the pogram is organizing and the other part is
mobilizing.

TXS ide polli
We will conduct the following polling:
. Idmtxﬁcauonpolls.Wewtlneedmsdmh& the most approp vehicle {refetendy
bill, constitx i d ete), the arpy ts (pro and con) and messaging,
* Tracking polls: We will need to conduct tracking polls to monitor the progress of the
effort.
¢ Publicity / Whole sale polls: We will conduct polls specifically for distribution to media-
ts and to ince elected officials to join out efforts.
Polling Cost: $100,000

COUSH-MiscKVH-0001103
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TX Qualitative Researd

We will need to gather intelligence on the elected officials and entities that will oppose our efforts,
and the entities that pose continval threats to out operations. This will be comprehensive program
looking at three sepatate ttibes, thelr political allies and their financial backers. ‘

The information uncoveted will make the case for why elirinating gaming in the state of TX s
- necessary. Therefore particulat attention will need to be paid to this part of the program.

Cost $150,000

Individual Ally Idengfication & Recruitmen

We will identify and recruit average voters who oppose gaming ot dislike Indians via telephone and
mail survey. The tespondents who qualify as “active” (those who will call ot write dlected offidals at
very bigh frequencies” will be placed in a the same compater model used in Louisiana. We will know
every opponent of class III gaming and the Indian tribes in TX, where they live, how they vote and
how to mobilize them. One completed, the tribe will be able to mobilize 2 massive anmy in TX for or
against any issuc the see fit,. Like the Louisiana program, you will own and have access to this stmy at
any time,

Cost 550,000.00
“Third Pasty Ally Program
“The uibe will be working with lcaders in the Christian community, and the vehide that is chosen to

reach onr objective will be fully supported by its leadets. In addition, once then cffort is waged;
Christian sctivists will call and write in support of the action.

I expect to genenate over 20,000 calls and Jetters from this segmient alonc, as well as public
statements and letters of support from the Christian community leadets.

COUSH-MiscKVH-0001104
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bilization Phas

Once we are in full swing we will generate the traditional calls, letters, and advertising to suppott the
effort. Estimated break down:

* 30,000 parch through calls to elected officials.

* 50,000 postcards to targeted elected officials.

* 5000 letters from businesses.

®  50letters from elected officials.

* 20 opinions maker letter to elected officials.

o 2'weeks of radio advertising at high frequency (optional).

» 2 weeks of television (Houston, Austin, Dallas Ft. Worth) (optional).

Cost $400.000.00
Cost Summary

Louisiana Polling $40,000.00
‘Texas Polling $100,000.00
TX Qualitative Reseatch $150,000.00
Ally 1dentification and Rectuitment $550,000.00.
Third Party Ally I"mgcmi : $250,000.00
Minoity Outreach Progeam $150,000.00
Mobilization Phase $400,000.00
Total Cost: 1,640,000.00

COUSH-MISCKVH»OOO'! 105
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IEAX COLLIER SHANNON SCOTY B1004/008

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL CENTER

MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sundayi Eeptember 30, 2001 3:00 p.;.

The American International Center Board of Directors met in a regular
session on the above date. A quorum was present to begin the mesting. The
members present were as follows:

Present: Absent:
Brian J. Mann, Director David Grosh, Director
Michael Scanlon, Director .

L  CALL TO ORDER: Director Mann called the mecting to order at
3:00 P.M. with Director Scanlon as Chair and Dircctor Mann as
Secratary .

I. APPROVAL OF THEMINUTES: Moved by Director Seanlon,
SECONDED by Director Mann that the minutes of the previous
meeting be approved as amended. MOTION CARRIED, allin
favor.

III. NEW BUSINESS: 1.) Board Restructuring — Both Directors,
Mann and Scanlon MOVE and SECOND That dus to
circumstances beyod his control, Director David Grosh had
relinquished his position with the AMBERICAN
INTERNATIONAL CENTER. 2.). Roles snd Resposibilities -
Director Scanlon moved that Director Mann take over day to day
operations of the AIC. Director Mann seconded the motion.
MOTION passed unanimously. 3.) Salaries - MOTION was
made and SECONDED that Director Mann receive $1500.00 a
month for his role and responsibilities as Director of day to day
operations of the AIC,

BB/CCS 023748
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COLLIER SHANNON SCOTT @ 005/008

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting scheduled for October.

ADJOURNMENT: Director Mann MOTIONED to adjoutn,
Dircector Scanlon SECONDED.

BB/CCS 023749
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COLLIER SHANNON SCOTY @006/006

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL CENTER

MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
" Sunday, October 36, 2001 3:00 p.m.

The Amcrican International Center Board of Dircctors met in 2 regular sessionontbe |
above date. A quorum was present to begin the meeting. mmaanspmmwercas

follows:

Present:”

Brian J. Mann, Director
Michael Scanlon, Director

I
18

Im

CALLTO ORDER: Director Mann called the meeting 1o order at 3:00 P.M:
with Dircttor Scanlon as Chair and Director Maon as Secretary.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Moved by Director Scanlon, Seconded
by Director Mann that the mimies of the previons meeting be approved as
amended. MOTION CARRIED, alt in favor,

NEW BUSINESS: 1.) Mr. Scamlon put forth the question of what to do sbout -
reoting ths previous office space that the AIC now occupies. Mr. Scanfon
suggested that a lease be worked out with Michael Archino(Ovwnec of the
property) 1o rerent the peoperty all the way through Scptember of 2002, 2.)
Dircetor Mann requested that he be reimbursed for office fisrnitore that totaled
$1166.00. Director Mann slso requested that ha be reimbursed the sum total
0£$400.00 for the month of November’s rent. The grand total that Director
Mamm js requesting is $1566.00.

. ADYOURN: There being no fither business to discuss , n motion was made

by Mr. Mzon, seconded by My, Sm!nn,toadjoum With no opposition, the
motion was unanimously adopted.

BB/AIC 000634
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Abramaff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) {lo=GTLAW/ou=WDC/on=Recipienisicn=abramoffj] on behalf

From:
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Friday, October 05, 2001 3:23 PM
To: Lane, Rodney (AstDirDC-Gov)
Subject: RE: Check for Khaled Saffur
Did this get done?
~Originat Message——

From: Lane, Rodney (AstDir-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Friday, October 05, 2001 1:11 PM

To Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) .
Subject: Check for Khaled Saffuri

importance:  High

Does it matter if Mike cuts him a check from CCS or does it have to come from AIC? The reason | ask is because the
Malaysia check won't clear for another 7 days. If you want to go CCS then Mike can write a check from AIC to reimburse

CCS later.

GTG-ED00012210
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) Vo-§JJiff/ou=WDC/on=Recipients/cn=abramofj] on behaif
of Abramoff, Jack (DirDC-Gov)
Sent: Friday, October 05, 2001 5:17 PM
To: ‘Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)'
Subject: RE: for planning purposes
————— Original Message-----
From: : Abrameff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2001 B:47 AM
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov}
Subject: RE: for planning purposes

Did I get all this money?

~~~~~ Original Message——---

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mike
Sent: Monday, September 10, 200} 9:18 AM
To: abramoffj

Subject: Re: for planning purposes

Coushatta is an absolute cake walk. Your cut on the project as proposed is at least 800k.
The next wire we get from choctaw you have another 350 .

- which should be in this week, then if they send the final payment which should come
around october 1- your cut will be 400. Totals stlll out’ there for you are: 800 -
coushataa

350~ choctaw 2
460 - chocataw 3
Total 1.5 #il on top of the 660 Foz a. toal ef 2 1.

----- Original Message—=w—-

From: abramoffj <abramof £ NG
To: Mike Scanlon <mikel

Sent: Mon Sep 10 07:31:04 2001

Subject: for planning purposes

Can you let me know how much more {than the current +/-$660K) we would each score should - - _
Coushatta come through for this phase, and Choctaw continue to make the transfers. I need
to assess where I am at for the school's sake. Thanks Mike. .

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only .
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, ybu are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution ox duplication of this .
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly,. please send an
email to postmaster

GTG-E0000113932
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) {/o-SMMBou=WDC/cn=Recipients/cn=abramotfi} on behall
of Abramoft, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Saturday, October 06, 2001 10:26 PM

To: ‘Mike Scanlon’

Subject: RE:

We have to get that LA project moving. Let's discuss how to make that happen.

~~~~~ Original Message----—-
From: Mike Scanlon [mailte:mikeGENNRNNNND
Sent: Friday, October 05, 2001 6:27 PM

To: abramef £ CupEG__—
Subject: RE:

Yes and no.” 800k was your cut of the combined LA and TX projects. But they did not go for
the LA project so your cut shrunk to 400K from texas alone. But we came in way under
budget bumping your total on the texas project up to 600k. If they go for the LA project,
tack another 400 onto your end. Does this make sense? Long story short, you made an
additional 200k on the texas project. -

————— Original Message--——-—=

From: abramoff’ NN <abranof {3 i .

To: Mike Scanlon <mike@scanlongould.com> -
Sent: Fri Oct 05 18:22:19 2001

Subject: RE:

Is that already part of the calc{xlétio;;fo;'t'he rest of the year, as -noted in this email:

From: Mike Scanlon {mailto:mike
Sent: Monday, September 10, 2001 9:18.AM
To: abramoffy

Subject: Re: for planning pu:posgs

Coushatta is an absolute cake walk. Youxr cut on the project as proposed is at least BOOk.
The next wire we get from choctaw you have another 350 - which should be in this week,
then if they send the final payment which should come arcund october 1- your cut will be
400. Totals still out there for you are: 800 - coushataa .
350~ choctaw 2 St R

400 ~ chocataw 3

Total 1.5 mil on top of the 660. For a toal of 2.1, Not bad :}:}¢

----- Original Message---~-

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mike(NNmulENUNEN—
Sent: Friday, October 05, 2001 4:47 PM - .
To:  abramoff]COMNNENENS

Subject: RE:

We split 1.2 mil.

~~=-~0riginal Message~-~-—= - : s T
From: abramof £ (AN 2ot £ NN .
To: Mike Scanlon <mike

Sent:s Fri Oct 05 16:46:13 2001
Subject: RE:

Sounds good. How much are we .geéﬁing; or . 1t72.

~=-—-Original Message~--—- o ' ' v . 4; e
Froms Mike Scanlon [mailto:mikeCylyuutumuumm——— . . ... .. .
. . l N - . .

GTG-E0000113927
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Sent: Friday, October 05, 2001 4:33 pM
To:  abramoff e
Subject: RE:

My thought exactly! Just tell ralph to get it done for 100 or so and we are happy!

Trom: abramoff] YNNEINR<ab ramo { £ QNN

To: Mike Scanloen <mike!
Sent: Fri Oct 05 16:32:30 2001
Subject: RE:

and if they are not, they can hire us to beat it!

e Original Message~-~--
From: Mike Scanlion (ma).lto mi ke QUGG
Sent: Friday, October 05, 2001 1:17 PM

Tos abramoff]~

Subject: RE:

They are legal for class 2, we are trying to get them a class 3 compact. I sure as hell )
hope they are legal for class 2, they are advertising in san antonio on tv and billboards!

~=-=-0riginal Message-~
From: abramoff)mabramoffj(w
To: Mike Scanlon <mike

Sent: Fri Oct 05 13:15:45 2001

Subject: RBE:

They are legal? Then why are we trying to get them a compact? I don't understand.that . ..
one, I guess. :

~=~=-Original Message--~-- : o B
£rol Mike Scanlon [mailto:mikeCquuuuumiEieag % .
Sent: Friday, October 05, 2001 12 51 PM T T BT oL

To:  abramoff ] NENEEGD . R . e a .
Subject: RE: Co v T

No they arxe legal, they will be carved out in the language anyway They will be fine.

————— Original Message-~-—-—

From: abramoffNERENEER 2braro £ N

To: Mike Scanlon <mike® . R R . -~
Sent: Fri Oct 05 12:50:37 2001 ) o
Subject: RE: :

Won't this hurt Kickapoo? Aren't they illegal? . . g

————— Original Measage—--—— L . R .
From: Mike Scanlon ([mailto:mikeg NN : . o
Sent: Friday, Octcber 0S5, 2001 12:25 pPM
To:  abramoffj GGG
Subject:

The objective of the Texas proyram is to block the Alabama COushatta tribe from securing a
gaming facility by preactively pushing a political or legislative vehicle making approval -
of Indian gaming in Texas next to lmpossible. We have dafts of the languaqe, but we.are
still batting around the final doeuments. ‘What -we need: = -2 GOV g1
to issue the vehicle and publicly :

home it would bé great! I am ass
anti gaming, but we only have a ¢

access to any public utilities s ick

A Gubernatorial Proclamatlan reitexating that any gaming opexations undertaken that
d 2 4

) . ' : s GTG-E000113928
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are not currently sanctioned will be considered rouge casinos, and all powers of the
office will be brought to bear to stop their physical construction including mobilization

«f the national guard.

An executive order that calls for rescinding the licenses of any state licensed

contractors who provide services to illegal gaming operations,

A proposed constitutional amendment requiring a two-thirds vote of both house of the
state legislature to approve any additional gaming rights within the state of Texas:

A bill to rescind official state recognition of the Alabama Coushatta tribe. A
proclamation which calls for immediate termination of all state ald to the tribe if they
construct any gaming facility on their land not approved by the state legislature.

fhe Information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person{s} named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
4 mination, distribution or duplication of this
comasnication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

reply to our email administrator directly, please send an

i to postmaster QNENENGR

wnfermation contained in this transmission may contain
prrvileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s} named above, If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
comiunication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
emall to postmasterx!

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person{s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, .you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sendér by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmaster

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s} named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any- review,
- dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the.
intended recipient, please contact the sender.by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

3
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From: Abramof, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) Fo-{iJIIou=WDC/on=Recipients/cr=abramoffi] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) - ~ - -
Sent: Monday, October 08, 2001 516 PM - - -
To: "Mike Scanion alt'
Subject: Fw:

Call Ralph and get him moving. He'll do it for the $100K. we'z in the moneyl!!! Let meu
know (via fax to house NN 2ND email how the call goes in great detail,

~~~~~~ Original Message~-—---

From: abramoffj_[mailto:abtamoffj@“ . .-
Sent: Monday, October 08, 2001 5:51 PM

To: Ralph Reed

Subject: RE:

I'm going to have scanlon call u to get it moving.
Jack Abramoff -

~-==-Original Message-----
¥rom: Ralph Reed <ralph
To: Linda Ingram <linda RN Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Sent: Mon Oct 08 17:45:3! 2001 - - -

subject: RE:

————— Original Message--——-
From: Linda Ingram -
Sent: Monday, October (8, 2001 -5:27 208
Tot Ralph Reed
Subject: FW:

------ Original Message—-~-- S N

From: lanerfgtlaw,com [mailto:lanercijiiiiii il e
%ent: Monday, Octcber 08, 2001 5:26 PM - ~-~ - :

Tos Linda Ingram Tt -

Subject: .-

~~~~~ Original Message-—~—-- S . Lo,

From: Abramoff, Jack {Dir-DC-Gov) . . .

Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2001 9:57 AM i
To: ralph@censtrat.com <mailto: ralph~

Subject: Texas R

Ralph, can you do what Mike asks below? The budget is $100K. can you make it woik for
that? Rl ‘

————— Orxglnal Message-—-~- . LT )
From: Mike Scanlon [majilto: mkem
<mailto: [mailto:mike -
Sent: Friday, Qctober 05, 200% 12:25 P

To:  abramoffUMNENNE<railto QUEENGEGGGEGG————

Subject:

i
-
1
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tne objective of the Texas program is to block the Alabama Coushatta tribe from securing a
jaming facility by proactively pushing a political or legislative vehicle making approval
»f Indian gaming in Texas next to impossible. We have dafts of the language, but we are
still batting around the final documents. What we need now is for the Gov, Lt Gov and AG
to issue the vehicle and publicly support it. Here are our ideas, and if Ralph can slam it
home it would be great! I am assuming it wont be a real heavy 1lift since Perry et al are
anti gaming, but we only bave a couple of weeks on this. An executive order from the
Governor that will deny any illegal gaming facilities access to any public utilities such
as water, gas or electricity. A Gubernatorial Proclamation reiterating that any gaming
operations undertaken that are not currently sanctioned will be considered rouge casinos,
and all powers of the office will be brought to bear to stop their physical construction
including mebilization of the national guard. An executive order that calls for
rescinding the licenses of any state licensed contractors who provide services to illegal
gaming operations. A propesed constitutional amendment requiring a two-thirds vote of
both house of the state legislature to approve any additional gaming rights within the
state of Texas. A bill to rescind official state recognition of the Alabama Coushatta
tribe. A proclamation which calls for immediate termination of all state aid to the tribe
if they construct any gaming facility on their land not approved by the state legislature.

The information céntained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential .
information. It is intended only for the use of the person{s) named above, If you are not -
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,

distribution or duplication of this communidation is strictly prohibited. If you are not

the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of
the original message. .

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to postmaster@gtlaw.com
<mailto:postmaster

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information. It is intended only for the use of the person{s} named above. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of
the original message. |

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to postmaster@gtlaw.com
Qnailto:postmaste:h. -

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information. It is intended only for the use of the person{s) named above. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, )
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all coples of

the original message. . -
To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to
postmaster

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information. It is intended only for the use of the person{s} named above, If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this comwmunication is strictly prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all coples of
the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to

postmaster!

GTG-E000023051
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gav) {Io:_lou=WdC/cn=Recipientslm=abmmoffj] on behatf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov}

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2001 11:22 PM

To: 'Raiph Reed'

Subject: RE: items to review

That would be great. I-am free between the end of a 12:30 lunch (2?) and a 4 PM meeting

out of the office (have to leave at 3:40 or so). Let me know when you can come. R
————— Original Message~--—-

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralph

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2001 11:03 PM -
Tos ‘abramoff}

subject: RE: items to review

you bet., i'm in town tomoxrow., may come by to see you.

————— Original Message~~-—--

From: abramoff; RSN - i1to: abranctt] UMD
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2001 8:02 PM

To: Ralph Reed

Subject: RE: items to review

1'11 get QNMNIN oaid asap. On Tx, can you invoice Capital Campaign Strategies?

----- Original Message-——--
From: Ralph Reed {mailto:ralph
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2001 5:47 PM
To: Jack Abramoff (E~mail)

Subject: items to review

1., TX project is underway. assume i invoice as wusual. friend is getting us language,

2. Can we please get the §fffinvoice paid? That now goes back to August. think it droppeé
throught he hatch when you were out for holidays

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person{s) named above, If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplicatien of this
commimnication is strietly prohibited, If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmasteruENEENENG—n:D

GTG-E000012202
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From: Abrarnoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2001 10:00 AM
To: ‘mike;

Subject: Re: Trips

U dat man!

Jack Abramoff

————— Original Message~-—~-—-
From: Mike Scanlon <mikeZ{NINENGENNNGNGD
To: abramof£i AEENER<abranc £ 3 ANNGNGEGGNG—
Sent: Mon Oct 15 10:54:08 2001

Subject: Trips

Hey - I will be in Saginaw tommrow and Wednesday - I called Kathy to get me on th ecouncil
schedule for next week. In betwen now and then, bad things are bound to happen for the
tribe so they wil be primed. I will also bring the invoice for the texas work when I go.

Once they .pay we let Ralph loose, and bring Texas home.

GTG-E000012181
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) (RN ., b ho!f
of Abramoff, Jack (DirDC-Gov)

Sent: Friday, Odober 19, 2001 3:20 PM

To: ‘octagon

Subject: RE: Haskacha Pratis!

©Oh boy. Get me the letter from the army! Good Shabbos.

~~~~~ Original Message———-—

Froms octagonl f{mailto: octaqonle—
Sent: Friday, October 19, 2001 3:45 AM

To: abramoff}

Subject: Haskacha Pratist . -

BH

Woah!tl .
Hashkacha pratis comes through againt

I just got this letter from Vadim:
> Deax Schmuel,

> Judging from the customer's experience we can conclude that delivery
> period (thémmal visor TH-4604MT] is about half a-year {March-April)
> after awarding a contract. With Yegards, . . . . et
> SRR o L. : TR s
> Assistant to Mrs. Nevskaya e . B : .

Everytime something doesn't work out the way “I® tunku: should,- I
Beseder, Abba, I know everything will work wut the way you want -

So it will take the same amount of time either way.

I will fax you z letter zuting txm: I am purchasing this =qu.£ t for the IDF, and &t"
the same time get a signed letter from the comminder of Paratioop ‘::aqadé 690 to® who this
may concern” Mr Shmuel Ben Zvi Is purchasing this therma) device for ug.:.. And we can. qo
both to RAYTHEON and FLIR (near boston) who sells the better MILCANMEXP.

Then we just need “end user™ cleaxence from the state Departument,
Baruch Hashen. . LT

About the pasages, x

1) Daf vav in the hagdama of the Zohar mentians Belndin

2} And parchas Palak in the Zohar says that before Moshiach comes ‘three. towers will burn
in the gate of Rome. (edom), I freaked out when I saw how the schematic drawing in hewsweek

refered to the smaller (45 sto:y) world trade center bnilding 1is refered to as ‘the "thltd
tower®™

ghe‘r‘e are others going around my kolxel, I'Y)Y wEdite them dovm and “gend them to you Besnt"
ashem,

If levi is back online, chain vould like to type him a few words. Or have bevi begin, if
he's up to it. Chaim is a little younqe:, eleven. chaimbenzvi QD

Hiave a great shabbos. - ) -

- GTG-E000089141
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v f have no doubt it is safer over therd. At least you guys are doing

> something about this stuff, On the thermal i.maqex, 1 think we should

> try beth routes at the same time. -Caﬁ"yb'u get me a letter to Raytheon

» from the army? -If so, we can work directIy with them on this. We'll

3 stil} pursue Marina. Believe it or not, I have not seen the Zohar and

> Havi passages you mention. Perhaps I'm on the wrong email 1istsl if

> you have them, please forward.

>

» -«—--Original Message--—-- -

> Fromg octagonl [mailto:octagon ol R .
> Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2001 11: lB wo ) - X
> Tos * abramoff)

> Subject: veekend forcast: wild

> -

> BE

>

> B'Hatzlacha.

> i R A
> ¥ didn't get a wink last night. I -came in at

» tireg~thirty this morning checked my email, T : o

» Made a coffee and went back out tu,l sun—up.

> e PR

>

We went back into Beit Jalla, my %ys chxt you . R
see in my class set up sniper pos.itions “and wveted : .
the rest of the q'dud {battaliany qoinq 3.

Two in the morning I'm getting eans
that? it came right over my head.*

N § ‘phor .
i looking &t tzuriel right now, .

and I can't see himt* Bragging how weIl ‘théy lédmed to use the: . . -
canouflage suits (qhui suits) théy léntned how to make in my

workshop.

I hope that we don't back out nqain s0 £ast. we':e
probably going to go back into abu s'nenna,  id ..
Hevron. Al) of this is happening ia s ‘square rading . K
smaller than Beverly Hills, which is a:cuud five : . -
square miles, .

The paratroop officer ia charge of the n:ea, that you see )

in the photo with me that I semt you is very happy that we'll have the
thermal imager.

When I told him about all the posxi_biuti.u that we looked into, He PR ) N
told me that if it looks like it will take a long time to get the 3 :

Passian model, then\eecnn:ctuuyucmumquddma to buy. the

U.S. wade thermal imager and have a colonel or higher sign for it, bnt

I told him that it iz taking so long for us to arvange:this, and I

nee(ii 4t so badly that instead of. tocunq the-boat 'we'll  just go with -
Marina. .

Everything will be Btsader. Blesrat Hashem. . T - '

Have' & good and peéacefull s!mhbos. T -~

Jack, I don't vant to sound Mke-: nut Lhy

here, it still n!.qht be nte: than’ over-thexe, X

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
> axe getting all the
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> the zohar and“Navi.

>

> Still, on a secuxity level, it might be wise to curtail the hours the
> family goes to the shopping malls and such.

>

> Hashem will protect us and give us.a little peace.

>

5 .

> ’ ) - .
>> OK, 1'11l do my best to get it together. .1 have to organize some
>> money, .

> but

>> hopefully will have a good shot at it. RN L
>> .
P> Original Message~—~—-

>> From: octagonl {mailto:octagonl

>> Sent: Thirsday, October 18, 2001 3:24 PM ~

>> To: abramoff] .

>> Subject: thermal vision

>> *

>> Lets see,

>>

>> I say that we should go with the larger objective lens,

>> the 50. If it's standard Russian optics, well need the added light

>> coming into the objective lens. This is a pxobblem even with the best
>» of optics.

_ >> I think that we should get an extra accumulator.

>> the stand and case sound like needed items.

>> I say, lets wait with that and se
>> add a lense later if needed. .

>>» I'm not certain we'll need an ad)c{iéib‘hal leny

>> Hashem should just give us bracha with it,

>> sl

>>> —www-Qriginal Message--—~-~
>>> Froms aftasib.com (milto‘naftusi.b.com} )
>>> Sent: Monday, Octocber 15, 2001 3:36 aM ) METE

>>> To: abramoffiComiuuummy
»>» Subject:

>>>

>>> Dear Mr. Abramoff, - : : -
>>>

>>> The unit TN-4604MT will cost 28000 Us dolllrs and highet that

>»> depends on the number of fuanctions. and opuonst
>>>

3> 1) The basic act.of wnits with the obfectiver e L

>>> Focus = 18 - $2863

>>> Focus = 25 - $28204 o
>>> Focus = 50 - $31051 PR

>>>

>>> 2) Additional (chanqeuble) objectives:
>>> Foecus = 18 - $41

>>> Focus = 30 - $4214
>>> Focus = $0 - $5862

. >>> Focus = 75 - 61046 -
>>> Focus = 1006 ~ §82 -
:>> Foocus = 18...10n - ﬂssu d
> N
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>>> 3) Stand ~ $176

>>>

>>> 4} Case - $200

>

>>> 5) Additional Accumulator - $212

>5>

>>> Besides, delivery on terms of custcms. delivery, insurance increases
>>> the cost by 30-35%.

>>>

>>> With regards,

>>>

>>> VADIM -

>>> Assistant to Mrs. Nevskaya
>

255

>>>

>>> The information contained in this transmission may contain

>>> privileged and confidential information. It is intended only for D
>>> the use of the person(s) named above. Xf you are not the intended

>>> recipient, you are hereby notified that amy review, dissemination,

>>> distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly

>>> prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact

>>> the sender by reply email and deatroy all. «copies of the ariginal

>>> message.
>0 . - .
>>> To reply to our email administratoer dixectly, please send an email
>>> to postmastex

>>> v

>> The infcmuon contained in t.hia tx:ansmlu.ton my contain. privilegcd
A “fs ‘intended on].y for the use of the

>3 person(s) named sbove. If you. t:e ot téd

>> are héreby notified that any re:

>> duplication of tlils commindcaty

>> not the intended recipient, p

>> and deatroy all coples of thi

The information containad in tua tnnxminxon my oontnn p:ivueqed
and confidential infe jon. It is 4 d only for the use of the
person{s} named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distributien or
duplication of this communication is :t:icuy prohibited. If you are
not the intended recipient, pi ct the sender by reply ematl
and destxoy all copies of the original nessage, :

VVVVVVVVVV‘va

To reply to our email adminhtnto: di:ectly, please -end an enu.ﬂ. to
*> postmaster ey

v
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Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) Yo-YilIRbu=WDClen=Reciplentsicn=abramoffj} on behalf

From:
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2001 11:18 PM
To: ‘Mike Scanlon’
Subject: RE: LDA pump for second half N

If not, it'll be a cold day in hell that they get this check from my grubby hands! ’

~~~~~ Original Message-——-—~
From: Mike Scanlon {mail&p S

Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 200 336 PM

To:  abramoff]¢{NRNGGG—

Subject: RE: LDA pump for second half -

I talked with Kathy - she is taking the approval over to the chairman tomorrow at 10. She
is going to call when that happens and we get the green light. I will make sure they cut a
check to GT. Are u sure Baggett will let you rip it back out?

————— Qriginal Message—-—-—--—
From: abramoffj*mailto:abramoffj_
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2001 6:42 PM

To: Mike Scanlon

Subject: RE: LDA pump for second half

Great. Let me know how it goes. Thanks.

~===-~QOriginal Message--w-~

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mikeCyyuyumyuEE:
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2001 2:43 ™M

Toz abramoffj

Subject: _RE:; LDA pump fox second half

No problem. 11l get on the phone with f:hem right now.

------ Original Message----—- R N
From: abramoffj [mailto:abramof £ NENEGG_GD

Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2001 2:26 PM
To: Mike Scanlon
Subject: LDA pump for second half

I want to see if we can pump our LDA for the second half to make sure we don't fall out of
the top ten. I can achieve this if I can run some of the money for the Coushattas though
the firm and then get it to CCS. There will be no reduction, it's just a paperwork
transaction. I was thinking of trying to get a million through if that would work, OK with -
you? If so, can you direct them to put the next million to the firm, and I'1ll turn it

around that day?

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s} named above. If you are not the .
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution orx duplication of ‘this -
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sendexr by :eply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

- GTG-E000012245
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From: Mike Scanlon [mike@
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2001 4:52 PM
Fou kvanhoof
Ce: abramoff}
Subject: involces
L
] it
1 Batveground  _oustana Invocie on -

Invoice.doc (1o, Batije Gro.., ; ) -
<<GT Battleground Invoice.doc>> <<Lousiana Invocie on Battle
Ground. doc>>

We Lroke this into two invoices - one to be paid to Greenberg Traurig for lm, and one paid
to Capitol Campaign Strategies - GT's public affairs entity for the balance. We usually ~
just invoice you through Capitol Campaign Strategies so the Lawyers at the firm rest easy
while wWe are out burning the country side. :

Un this instance however we plan to do some things through the law firm umbrella due to
+.iimc 1 bighly sensitive nature and confidentiality reasons. I hate hiding behind lawyera -
bul we are going to do some crazy stuff on this one - so I guess its ok:i}:)

GTG-E000011383



239

INVOICE

GREENBURG TRAURIG LLP

Coushatta Tribe Of Louisiana
Tribal Office Building

For: Public Affairs Services

Amount Due: : ‘ 1,000,000.00

Total Amount Due - L00000000
PAYABLE UPON RECIEPT

Please Make payable to:

Greenburg Traurig

ATTN: Courtney Roseman

GTG-E000011384
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Caliiol Campaign Strategies

F:

INVOICE

DATE: October 23, 20¢

Payable Upon Recei-

To:
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana
Tribal Office Building
DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
10/23 Professional Services .
$2,170,000.00
TOTAL $2,170,000.00

Wire all funds to: First Union National Bank

Washington, DC
Routing number: (NN
Acct. Name:

Acct #:

GTG-E000011385
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MEMORANDUM

TO: KATHY VANHOOF

FROM: MIKE SCANLON

SUBJECT: LOUSIANA POLITICAL BUDGET OUTLINE
DATE: 10/23/2001

cC: JACK ABRAMOFE

Kathy,

In today’s 'meeting the council agteed to unmedmte!y move forward with the
Lovuisiana progtam we proposed in August and to immediately launch a
program to fight Delta Downs and Pinnadle.

We expressed tepeatedly that when we say were going to move -~ it meant
today. To that end, we have already begun our operations on all fronts. As we
expressed to the council two batdes, plus implementing the already proposed
program would be costly. Because we have already contracted our team
members on 2 great deal of this we wanted to send hxs memo - along
immediately outlining the specific costs associated-with all thiree efforts: Weare:
calling the three cumulative efforts the “"BattlcgmunH'ngmm The eoverall
requested budget for the “Battleground. Program’ is-§3, 170 000 OO

The costs and their descriptions are as follows:
Louisiana Political Targeting Progtam’ ~~= - - o

As we discussed, we are taking what you built for the compact fight and extend

its reach even further. Qur ultimate political objective is to control both houses

of the state legislature and the governor’s mansion, In order to do so, we need

to modify your political database into a statewide format. But more importantly

we need to do this to have the necessary troops to win the battles. in Lake
-'Chasles and Delta Downs. :

To that end, we will identify supporters and issue votess in évery state
Tlegislative, state senate and municipal election district in the state (we may waat -
to limit the municipal districts for clasity’s sake). This will be done through the
same methods that we used for our cutrent database, but we will also identify

BBILC 017923
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‘and classify individuals who have no connection to the wibe. Again, our goal is
to ID the requisite number of voters in each district to swing any election OR
THE REFERNDUM APPROVING PINNACLE IN TWO MONTHS.

Again, this program will make you the dominant political force in every clection district in
the state. This is an extremely large task, but very achievable and when completed you will
control the political playing field statewide.

Beginning Date: ASAP
Completion Deadline: November 15, 2001
Cost: $1,345,000.00.

Opposition Research

On the way to the aitport we called 5 of the best oppo researchers in the
business. We ate conducting a full-blown oppo campaign inclading detailed
O&S on a number of subjects. Outside of Q&S we ate conducting “standard™
political opposition research on the tracks, their associates, families, and
financial backess. The same program will be run on Pinnade

We are also conducting polmcal assessment” stud1cs on the referendum
campaigns waged by the tracks in previous years. We must know éverything:
about how they turned the corner on 2 losing issue last time, including who fan -
their campaign, who they paxd off, amf who they are paymgmw ]

Without. this mformauon out chanccs -are- grcaﬂf tcducedf:- We. actually ‘have: -
members of this team on theit way to Lake Chates as I write this.

Cost: $325,000.00 y o :
Third Pacty Allies Program e L . s ORI

This part of the program deals pnmanly with sohdxfymg the support of the
Christian consetvatives and the minotity religious outlets in SW Louisiana. We
will provuie ditect support to these entities.

Cost $575,000.00 -

o - BBILC 017924
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olling and Tracking Polls

We ate conducting a seties of polls starting on Wednesday in the targeted
patishes to get an “honest read” on where both of the projects stand in the
court of public opinion. It is imperative that we find out as much as we can’
about these two projects before any money is spent on etther stde. This will
give us a “true” benchmark of where things stand. ' .

Monday we will conduct strategic polls testing our lines of attack and theirs.
The results of these polls will identify our -best lines of attack and our
vulncmbilities Once we have those results in bhand we will conduct

“messaging” polls. The strategic polls tell us Whete to attack, but the messaging
polls tell us how to best to “phrase” or “package” our arguments for the
electorate.

Once this process is complete. we will track our progress with bi-weekly
‘tracking polls and “benchmark polls which tell us if we are winning or if they
ate winning, The tracking and benchmark polls give us a chance to change
“coutse if need be, or to increase what we are doing,

Cost: $245,000.000
Mobﬂization :

We phini“to ‘use three forms of commum¢at10ns to mobihze and. win these‘
battles. Phones, mail and Chdistian radio, We believé that if you are on TV you
are generally losing battles like this. Our imissiofnis t6 gét specifically selected’
groups of individuals to the polls to speak out AGAINST something.

To that end, your money is best : spent ﬁndmg them and communicating with
them on using the modes that they are most likely to respond to. Simply putwe.
want to bring out the wackos to vote against something and make sure the rest
of the public lets the whole thing slip past them. The wackos get their

informationform the Christian right, Chdstian radio, maxl, the mtcmct and
telepbone trees.

Mail

We will communicate with our targeted voters 3 times with Christian alert mail
pieces.

Cost: $150,000

3 © . gncorrees
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Phones

We ate going to wage several different phone campaigns in this fight. First, we
are going to conduct advocacy calls educating or target audience. We expect to
complete 100,000 of these.

Next we intend to patch through our targeted voters to the approprate
decision makers and tie up their phone lines. We ate going to stact with the
gaming commissionets office next week voicing overwhelming opposition to
the pinnacle license vote on the 20® We will follow with a speciahzed list of
taxgeted offictals who we believe will move our way. This is a rather large

campaign, we expect to have at lwst 10 individual patch through phone
campaigns conducted alone.

We will also run GOTV (Get Out the Vote) phone calls leading up to the
referendum date. These calls go to OUR voters and OUR voters only. We tell

_ them when the polls ate open ~ where they go to vote and how to get there. If
they need a ride — we will have a van come and get them.

Cost $330,000.00
Chiistian Radio

Most likely we will need to create a broad buzz among our supportets, and a

» qmck wray to do this.is by advemsmg on Christian Radio -We will preduce anduwssumse.
air at least two radio ads that give biblical reasons why Pinnacle should be
blocked and the tracks shut down. These will run at the approptiate times and
exclusm:ly on Chiistian radio.

Cost $200,000.00
Key Influential Support

We deﬁmte}y expect the peed to “bring-some influential people/ decisions
makers on to our team” as we go through this process.

Cost: $150,000

_ ' BBILC 017926
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [Io=-ou=WDClm=Recipientslcn=abramofﬂ] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-BC-Gov) . .

Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2001 522 PM .

Yot ‘Mike Scanlon’ :

Subject: RE: Budgets

Original Message---——

B Mike Scanlon (mallto.ndkem
. Thursday, October 25, 2001 6:16 M

abramoffil

Suhject: RE: Budgets

%eli - I think we will need to spend 5 to 5-550 total on that. I think its about right. We .
actually have te run a referendum - so it may even get a little prier — but we should be
ok.

riginal Message-
abramof £ NN (nailto: abxamoffj~

‘thursday, October 25, 2001 5:32 PM-

ike Scanlon

Subject: RE: Budgets . R -

That much $?

~w-~~Original Message-——--—

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:imike@
Yent: Thursday, Octobex 25, 2001 5: 28
To: abramoffjg

Subject: RE: Budgets

Great! We also we have room for him i4 LA 6h thé "t¥dck and boats fight - like another 3-
350.

----—-Original Message--~—— e
From: abramoffj*lmailtmabtamoff
Sent: Thursday, Octobexr 25, 2001 5:25 BM ..

Te: Mike Scanlon
Subject: RE: Budgets

That's plenty!

————— Original Message~—--- ) - o -
From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mike ¢{NENGGGEG—G_— : ’
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2001 5:18 PM o -
To: abramoffij

Subject: RE: Budgets

We have 357 total for him in il - 100 in -TX. ) . e :

e Original Message—----
From: abramoffi QNN {mailto: abramotf w
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2001 5:01 M .
To: Mike Scanlon

Subject: FW: Budgets

AR T GTG-E000023138
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Did we do right?

------ Original Message-----

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:

Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2001 3:33 PM
To: *abramoffl

Subject: RE: Budgets

$276K for the special session. . N . :
$211K for " N
will get y udgets again needed. - . cen

we need to talk briefly about tx. :

Original Message-— - -

abramof £ QIR nailto: abramoffj(~

Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2001 3:26 PM R o
To: Ralph Reed :

Subject: RE: Budgets

So with the full program
~-——=0riginal Message-
From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ira

Sent: Thursday, Qcteber 25, 2001 10:40 AM
To: abramof£j

Subject: Budgets

Remind me about the number again.

Moving ahead. Any word on budget?

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information. It is intended only for the use of the . .

personis}

named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
review, dissemination, distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sendex by reply
email and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to

postmaster

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person{s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this -
comuupication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by xeply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an ‘
email to postmstex:_ .

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person{s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are herxeby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator diiectly," ple$§e~ send an-

2.
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rom: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) {fo=GTLAW/ou=WDC/cn=Recipienis/cn=abramoffj} on behalf
’ of Abramofi, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Friday, November 02, 2001 10:37 AM

To: Lippy, Laura J. (AdmAst-DC-AdGov)

Subject: RE: $1 million check received from Kathy Van Hoof

Hold that in hand unlil | arrive.

—-Qriginal Message-——

From: Lippy, Laura J. (AdmAst-DC-AdGov)

Sent:  Friday, November 02, 2001 11:33 AM

To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Ce: Lane, Rodney {AstDir-DC-Gov)

Subject: $1 million check received from Kathy Van Hoof
importance: High

from Coushatta housing account re: public affairs services.

GTG-E000227464
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From: Abramoaff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) (Io=-/ou=WDCIcn=Recipientslcn=abramoﬂj] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) :

Sent: Sunday, November 04, 2001 11.07 PM

To: Lane, Rodney (AstDir-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: first gate

Mega fast. This is something Alexander and Marina were supposed to get but have not done s6. Our permit in Istael
depends on it and we are running short of time.

—--Qriginal Message—-

From: Lane, Rodney (AstDir-DC-Gov)

Senl: Monday, November 05, 2001 12:03 AM
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: first gate

It Hakk to Bill tomorrow when | have a free moment and see if we can get this letter done. How soon do you need it?

~—Original Message-——

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-CGov)

Senl: Sunday, November 04, 2001 11:51 PM
To: Lane, Rodney (AstDi-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: first gate

t have the check in hand from Coushatta and just have to work it out willi Fred, which | am’supposéd to do Monday.

~—Original Message—— X . .
From: Lanse, Rodney {AstDir-DC-Gov) L
Sent:  Sunday, November 04, 2001 11:49 PM B
To: Abramoff, Jack DI-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: first gate

Good. When will we get the $1 miilion?

~—Qriginal Message— - L
From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) oo
Sent: Sunday, November 04, 2001 11:48 PM
To: Lane, Rodney (AstDir-DC-Gov) e
Subject: RE: first gate ) N

1.am very serious about the CAEF Stuff. Why not? 1 dont gef anything from ML.

~—Qriginal Message-—

From: Lane, Rodney (AstDir-DC-Gov)

Sent: ' Sunday, November 04, 2001 11:46 PM
To:  Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: first gate

| think that's plausible. Will you be serious about the CAF stuff, if | bring that up as a teaser? Right now, you look good
on paper but only have 195K in their accounts liquid, . R ’
——-Original Message-— . o

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) B e T PR )

Sent:  Sunday, November 04, 2001 11:43 PM
To: Lane, Rodney (AstDIr-DC-Gov)
Subject: RE: first gate

R o oad
They can also just give the reference for me, saying that as the principaiof First Gate; F am a highly respected and good
customer of the bank, that my accounts are in good it and that tmy. Golmmitments to the bank h;yve.always‘be'en 0
1

L2
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ied, that my panies are well regarded and have integrity, that | have a fine reputation in Washington, DC, that
they believe that | have the means and financial backing to a proj ion in the $5 mittion range. Do
you think they'll do this?

—-Qiginal Message——

Fror:  Lane, Rodney (AstDir-DC-Gov)

Bent. Sunday, November 04, 2001 1108 PM . H

To:  Abramoff, Jack (Dit-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: first gate R o

The president is Bill Olsen and he's the guy 1 dealt with to get our standy letter of credit and the 100k Torah School foan.
He's & good guy and can get things done quickly. George Kraven is the puppet VP that opened our account. Not much to
work with there (he couldn' even get us a decent corporate credit card for the account). Bill might be willing to do this
Just as a favor (it's not that big a deal, is it?) bul telling him that we're going o beef up the Livsar account by a few
hundred thousand and will also open up the CAF immediately and put a million in #, it might grease the wheel a bit.

The big issua.here, though, is whether they are going to be willing to give a good reference to a company they don't have
a track record with. | will definitely have to tell them that this is simply a favor to you and that they can think of tas
giving a good reference to you. N

—~~Original Message-——

From:  Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) -
Sent: Sunday, November 04, 2001 10:45 PM

To: Lane, Rodney (AsiDir-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: first gate

if's really, really important for me to be able to do this. Who is the banker at the bank we use (forgot his name). canyou .
all him and feel him out as to how we can get something on this? Then | can call if there is a possibility and finish the
jcb. Can you call him tomorrow? Tell him i put the $1 million there this week. . .

~Qriginal Message——

From: Lane, Rodney (AstDir-DC-Gav)

Sent:  Sunday, November 04, 2001 10:08 PM
To: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: first gate

“That might work but it would probably be most effective if you actually had a fair amount of money in their bank. Since
Laura Is getting. us AMEX cards {with no blackouts) for Livsar we ought to mave the rest of the dough in there. f there
was about 600-700k in the account, Bill might be more receptive.

~--Original Message-- .

From:  Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) . . .
Sent: Sunday, November 04, 2001 12:45 PM . . . . - -
To:  Lane, Rodney (AstDir-DC-Gav) ’ ‘ ’ IR R

Subject: RE: first gate

How about if the letter just said that | as a principal of First Gate am someone who could do this kind of deal?

—~Original M

From: Lane, Redney (AstDir-DC-Gov)

Sent:  Sunday, November 04, 2001 12:27 PM
To: Abramoft, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Subject: RE: first gate

This will be highly difficult, | suspect. Do we have a tax id# for first Gate? How much money would you uﬁnsfeﬂ
A mililon for CAF sounds great.

-—Qriginal Message-——

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) .
Sent:  Saturday, November 03, 2001 10:45 PM
To: Lane, Rodney (AStDIr-DC-Gov)
Subject: first gate ae

GTG-E000252971
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i need a fetter from a banker as follows. Can we get Harbor to do H? We can move money into an account if need be.
What do you think? It's vital. By the way, | have $1 million coming into CAEF next week.

Dr. Yeheziiel Druckman
Petroleum Commissioner
{fily in}

Re: First Gate Resources, Inc.

Dear Dr. Druckman:

At the request of First Gate Resources, Inc., we are pleased to advise you that the above-mentioned company Is
a highly respected and good customer of our bank. The company's acoounts as well as the accounts of certain of its
Shareholders are in good order, to the bank's full h and have always been met promplly as
agreed. The ¥ t is well-reg and of good i

Based onour expenence with First Gate Resources, Inc., we believe that the company has the means and the
to a projeci/t clion costing $5,000,000.

This letter of reference is given.in good faith, merely as a courtesy, based on the company’s pat deatings and/or
record with us. Nathing herein contained shall obligate the bank to extend any banking facitities to the company nor shaft

it empose on the bank and its officers the responsibility for any loss to any person acting or refraining from acting as a
result of anything herein contained.

Yours faithfully,

GTG-E000252972
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [o-SmiPou=WDC/cn=Recipients/cn=abramoffjj on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) .

Sent: Monday, November 05, 2001 6:18 AM

To: Baggett, Fred (Shid-Tal-Gov/Adm) H

Subject: Coushatta miflion dollar check

It is buming a hole in my pocket. Please let's chat about this today to get it worked out. Are you going to be in town
today? .

* GTG-E000252969
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [Io’lou=WDClcn=Recipientslcn=abramofﬁ] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) R

Sent: Wednesday, November §7, 2001 6:56 AM .

To: ‘Mike Scanlon’

Subject: RE: Give me five

Mike, take a look at the two excel sheets. There seems to be an inconsistency. One says
that $2,568,125 is due to me as of November 5 and the other says that it is only due aftex
the QNP funds are received. Which is correct?

----- Original Message-——-—-

From: “Mike Scanlon Imailto:mike* o

Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2001 5:03 PM
To: abramoff}
Subject: Give me five

<< File: Letter to Abramoff - Amount he is owed.doc >> << File: JA Political Nets Updated
2.%1s >> << File: JA 2001 Distribution Schedule.xls >> Jack - there are three attachments
bhere: A letter from me on the amount CCS owes - just in case,
A breakdown {Political Nets) of where you are currem:ly'-and

A -5 «tzibut:.on Schedule for 2001 that sRows what you made or dlr_ected to other parties -

A few things though:

1) The TX figures are the net funds as of today - i.f we' spentl mora. there B e .
- this number will drop.

2) Although the WNNEGNMProney will come in very svon. = ‘1t3' couh‘tea‘ as
its in the bank. .
3} The overall numbers in the amounts I owe you are exactly $1 million smaller tbaf. what
we projected last month because your section of the Louisiana Battleground program. was
paid directly to GT~so I took the whole thing of the chaxt. I did leave it on the
distribution chart so you.can see .what the "'va’lue’* ‘bf your share to date - appxoximtely
5.4 mill. has gone to you or third party entities at your dizection. -

p:oje;tion until

4) These breakdowns are all we have on our plate fo: 2001
5) Lets get back on the plane!l!! We need more!

<<Letter to Abramoff - Amount he is owed.docd>> <<JA Political Nets
Updated 2.xls>> X<JA 2001 Distribution Schedule,xls>>

GTG-E000012278
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [o=GTLAW/ou=WDC/cn=Recipients/cn=abramoffj] on beliall
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2001 8:20 AM

To: Abramoft, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Subject: FW: Give me five

Do I have it?

~~~~~ Original Message——---

From: Mike Scanlon (mailto:mike
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2001 9:21 AM
To: abramoffi

Subject: RE: Give me five

No problem - I can run a signed letter over to yout today. ——---i Original Message-—---
From: abramoff)giiiil [mailto 1

Sent: Tuesday, Novembexr 06, 2001 6:53 PM

To: Mike Scanlon -

Subject: RE: Give me five :

You IZ DA MAN. Can you get me the letter signed when you return? Thanks Mike!!!

————— Original Message-———~

From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mikel

Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2001 5:03 PM
To:  abramoff] iy

Subject: Give me five

<< File: Letter to Abramoff ~ Amount he is owed.doc >> << File: JA Political Nets Updated
2.x1s >> << File; JA 2001 Distribution Schedule.xls

>> Jack - there are three attachments here:

A letter from me on the amount CCS owes - just in case.

A breakdown (Political Nets) of whexe you are currently -and

A distribution Schedule for 2001 that shows what you made or directed to other parties -
Not badittitf! -
A few things though: .

1) The TX figures axe the net funds as of today - if we spend more there

* this number will drop.

2) Although the QM money will come in very soon - its counted as a projection
until its im the bank.

3} ‘The overall numbers in the amounts I owe you are exactly $1 million smaller that
what we projected last month because your section of the louisiana Battleground program
was paid directly to GT~so I took the whole thing of'the chart. I did leave it on the
distribution chart so you c¢an see what the “value” of your share to date ~ approximately
5.4 mill. has gone to you or third party entities at your direction. - .
4} These breakdowns are all we bhave on our plate for 2001.

5) Lets get back on the plane!!l! We need more!

<<letter to Abramoff - Amount he is owed.docd> <<JA Political Nets
Updated 2.x1s5>> <<JA 2001 Distribution Schedule.xls>>

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information. It is intended only for the use of the person{s) named above. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby hotified that any review, dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you axe not .
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy. all copies-of -
the original message. | - LT S T 7
To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to

1
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Friday, November 09, 2001 1:25 PM
fo: ‘Mike Scanion ait’

Subject: FW: TX

Row we're talking!!!!

------ Original Messages~=-~—

From: Ralph Reed [mailto:ralphC4uuuuim:

Sent: Friday, November 09, 2001 11:43 AM

Tirs Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject: % ’

1. Fc Young, the pastor of Second Baptist in Houston, is calling (NGNS to
specifically request that the casino be stopped before it opems. He is going to stress
that once it opens they gain a foothold that will be almost impossible to overcome.. Young
ii very close to, and was just at the WENNMENMMNENP hosting pastors around the
state at the WAMMENEED request. His churéh“has over 10,000 members.

Z. CAGE and TX Christian Coalition are blast-faxing an alert to 100 Houston pastors urging
inem te contact the AG and Governor with the message to stop the casino before it opens.

. Pro-family state legislators are being contacted and they will be placing the same
23lls.

We are in overdrive and all pistons are firing.

GTG-E000023300
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JUL-19-05 TUE 12:42 P FRE N

*Natson, Krista (BSH-DC-Acct)

Frou: Schaut, Christine (Mgr-DC-Gen Adm)
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2001 1:33PM

To: Watson, Krista (BSf-DC-Accl) -
Ce: Howe, Denise C. {Bslf-DC-Accl)
Subject: FW: Wiring instructions for Jack

We are wiring

t am awailing contac! name and phone number.

Krista:
Can you stari memo etc 5o we have ready to go when funds hit. Also place the bank on alert we are wiring out

today.! : :

~—--Original Message-—-- X

From: Lippy, Laura 3. {AGmASt-DC-AdGov)

Sents Friday, November 69, 2003 1:30 PM .
To; Schaut, Christine (Mgr-DC-Gen Adm)

Ce; Lane, Ratney (AstDir-DC-Gov)
Subject: Wiring Instructions for Jack

Capilal Athlefic Foundation
Account Number

P kville, MD ' ’

G

GTG023508-ACCT
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [fo-\uliiliiou= WDC/en=Recipients/cn=abramofij} on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent Monday, November 12, 2001 9:44 AM

To: Ralph E. Reed, Jr.

Subject: FW: Texas

sriginal Message-----

. Mike Scanlon [mailto: mike@—
: Monday, November 12, 2001 10:26 AM

abramoffi

2.5 RE: Texas

. abxamoffju [mailto:abramof i€ usimmmete
¥. Monday, November 12, 2001 9:31 AM

Mike Scanlon

rvrents fW: Texas

- tiriginal Message-—--- . - v e s - -
#x:4n: Ralph Reed [mailte:ralphl . )

Sent: Monday, November 12, 2001 9:28 AM. -
To: ' abramo £ £ Gy

Subjecty RE: Texas

that was our thought, too. we have over 50 pastors mobilized, with a totdl membership in

those churches of over 40,000---that includes second baptmt, which has 12, 200 members.. .
~ -Original Message-—~---

From: abramof€] mBNMER fnailto: ab:an\offjml

uent: Monday, November 12, 2001 9:28 AM
Ralph Reed
Cc: mike

Subiect: RE: Texas

How about the town hall of the city which could control the site? Mike, what do you think?
~~---Original Message-----
From: Ralph Reed [mailto: ralph
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2001 9:21 AM
To: ‘abramoff)

Subject: RE: Texas Lt

i think so. i'm scheduled to talk to Wl today. he has also been called by ed young,
pastor of second baptist, a good friend who he is counting on big time in the Senate race.
will let you know what he says today. question-~-we have a group of pastors who want to
do a picket or demonstration. problem is casino location is miles from the interstate and
we don't know if the media will cover it. what do you think? go to the construction
Jocation or do something else at a different location? -—---r ngxnal Kessaga—
From: abramoffjCANMNMMMN [mailto:abramoff} .
Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2001 6:58 P, .. N T - L e .
To:  Ralph Reed - T R .o i
Subject: FW: Texas .

Ralph, this is CRITICAL. Can we get i

-
14
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Original Message~
From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mike

Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2001 5:43 PM

To:  abramoff NSNS =lph QNN
Ce: Eric

Subject: Texas

Can we get anything out of the Jijiy office on this~this week. This chief 'is bragging in
the newspapers everywhere, calling our client telling them to come over and see the
casino, and its in every major newspaper what's going on. .

Can we get a statement this week from tiwygje calling the chiefs bluff (the chief says that
its opening but he's a little worried because he wouldn’t do so well in jail” Can thews
do a statement saying -—- "I don’t think you would do so well in jail either - so don't
build the casino or that's where you will wind up.” Nov. 11, 2001, 12:21AM Despite
pitfalls, reservation plans casino opehing

By RICHARD STEWART

Copyright 2001 Houston Chronicle

While the Tigua Indians of far West Texas battle in court to keep their lucrative casino
open, the Alabama—Coushattas of East Texas are learning to deal blackjack, roll roulette
wheels and operate slot machines in what they hope will become the closest gambling hot
spot to Houston. The East Texas casino near Livingston could be in operation as early as
Christmas, said Kevin Battise, chairman of the tribal council. But that opening is far
from certain. It is dependent upon the tribe finding a way arcund legal opposition to
casino gambling by the state government. The attorney general's office would certainly
file a lawsuit to block the opening of a casino. .
“If we get into trouble over this, I'm the one who's liable,® Battise said with a chuckle.
"And I don't think I'd do too well in jail." What the Alabama-Coushattas are planning in
their "entertainment complex” is modest, Battise said. "We can't afford to start out with_
a Las Vegas-style resort operation. We have to start out small.® He admitted that many
members of the combined tribe have no personal love of gambling or the crowds that a
casino might bring. They need the money a casino could generate. Two years ago, the tribe
voted 201-62 to bring gambling to the xeservation. ! : . !
By that time, their Louisiana cousins had a thriving and growing casino, Grand Coushatta,
north of Kinder, La. While the Texas tribe striuggled with sparing unemployment, low wages’
and other problems, they watched their related tribe have full employment and prosperity
fueled by gamblers-many of them from Texas-at their casino. The Alabama and Coushatta
tribes once inhabited parts of what is-now the state of Alabama. While they were separate
tribes, they have long lived together and have intexrmarried over the generations. In the
1760s, many begin migrating west. A group of Coushattas remained in western Louisiana. In
the 1780s, many Alabamas and a smaller number of Coushattas took up residency in Texas.
The Tiguas, one of the Pueblo tribes, started their casino near EL Paso in 1993 and now
make about $60 million a yéar. Battise said bis tribe could make good use of gambling
income. Like many other reservation residents, he once had to commute 85 miles each way to
a job in Houston. The tribe closed its tourist facility at .the end of the summer, he said. -
"We hated to do that, because almest all of us had worked there at one time or another.
But it was just losing too much money. And I'm not talking about thousands of deollaxs, I'm
talking about hundreds of thousands of dollars,” he said..

The tribe could use the money from a casino for education or health benefits, Battise
said, . U .

"We have a terrible problem of diabetes among our members. We need money to deal with
that."

The prosperity would mot be limited to tribal members, he said. "We would employ many
people from surrounding communities without regard to race,” he said.

Unlike many other Indian casinos, the Alabama-Coushattas plan to operate their casino
themselves—at least at the outset-Battise said. It will probably start as a small )
operation in an existing building at the front of the tribal complex on U.5. 190, 17 miles
east of Livingston. The location is not where the tribe really wants its casino to be, he -
said. The Alabama-Coushattas have purchased, 4,000 acres: to the west.of. their 4, 600~acxe ot
reservation and™some of that land adjpins Y.S5.: 59,  Battise said. If that land can be
declared part of the tribal trust, the tribe would like to put their casino there.

Not only would that keep most of the traffic away from the quiet, wooded area the tribe
has long inhabited, but it would make it even niore convenient to gamblers from Houston..
Battise noted that Interitate 10 .is full of buses btinging gambleis from Houston :to.
garbling boats at Lake Charles, 143 miles away, and to the Grand Coushatta casino, which
is 175 miles from Houston. The Alabama-Coushatta casing would be half as far. The

2. . . . 2
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Alabama-Coushattas will probably end up in court fighting the state for the right to
operate a casino, Battise said.

Texas Attorney General John Cornyn has been outspoken in his opposition to Indian casinos.
He has said that casino gambling isn't just illegal for Indian tribes, "Casino gambling is
illegal for all Texans," he said. "That law is simple and is grounded in the Texas
Constitution: Gambling is illegal in Texas,” Cornyn said. "My responsibility as attorney
general is to enforce the laws of the state.™

Cornyn's office filed a lawsuit against the Tiguas in 1988, claiming that in 1987, the
tribe made a legally binding commitment not to establish gambling on its reservation as a
condition of becoming a federally recognized tribe.

The Tiguas argued that Texas opened up the state to Indian casinos when it approved bingo
and a state lottery. Tribes in several other states have used similar arguments to open
reservation casinos. On Sept. 27, U.S. District Judge Garnett Thowmas Eisele ruled in
favor of the state and gave the tribe until the end of November to cease operation. He has
since turned down a request for a new trial, and the decision is being appealed. In the
last legislative session, the Texas House passed a bill that would have allowed casinos on
Indian resexyations, but a similar measure never made it to the floor of the Senate.

"In some states, the government has helped out the Indians,” he said, "But, in Texas,
there still seems te be this Old West idea of keeping the Indians down."

He noted that with only a little moxe than 1,000 members, half of them living on the
reservation, the Alabama-Coushattas have never had enough votes to be much of a political
force, -

The Alabama-Coushattas made the same pledge in 1987 to never have gambling on their
reservation. That pledge, Battise said, was negated when Texas started to allow certain
forms of gambling within the state. It is hypocritical, he said, for Texas to operate a
lottery while forbidding the Indians to operate a casino.

There is one alternative to a casino, Battise noted., If the tribe can't open a casino,
perhaps it can operate a large-scale bingo operation, similar to those operated by some’
tribes in Oklahoma. "You know," he said, "some of the Alabamas went to Oklahoma, too.™

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information., It is intended only for the use of the person({s) named above, If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distrxibution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sendexr by reply email and destroy all coples of
the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to
postmasteruinu— - .

The information conta;ned in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information. It is intended only for the use of the person(s} named above. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of
the original message.

To reply to our email adwinistrator direectly, please send an email to
postmaste r NN -

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information. It is intended only for the use of the pexson(s) named above. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of
the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email to

postmaster
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, November 12, 2001 2:02 PM
To: ‘Ralph Reed' .

Subject: RE: TX

Great.

-Original Message-
Ralph Reed [mailto:ralphCOliiEENRN

b . Monday, November 12, 2001 3:00 PM

Ten Jack Abramoff (E-mail)

Subject: ™

Fgum
e

@wey 100 pastors received a blast fax today from the pro-family coalition we have formed
urging them to contact the AG and Governor and tell them to stop the Livingston casino -

before it opens.
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2001 9:24 AM
To: “ralph Y

Subject: Re: 11}

Did he call u?
Jack Abramoff -

From: Ralph Reed <ralphtusuuuumammm

To: Jack Abramoff (E-mail) <abramoffj (sl
Sent: Tue Nov 13 10:07:29 2001

Subject: 11!}

i tried to call scanlon. got voicemail. need more info ASAP! gf§is on the other line

asking for it.

GTG-E000023254
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) {fo-4Giimiidliou=WDC/cn=Recipients/cn=abramoffi] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, November 12, 2001 5:25 PM

To: ‘Mike Scanion alt’

Subject: FW: Article

~~~~~ Original Message-——--—

From: Ralph Reed {mailto:ralphCoummummummid

Sent: Monday, November 12, 2001 5:55 PM
To: 'abramo ££j
Subject: RE: Article

great work. get me details so i can alert ﬁand let him know what we are doing to
help him. talked to ed young again today. incredibly engaged and excited. he is planning
on hosting a breakfast with the top pastors in houston to get them all mobilized and to
provide cover for (I we may invite to address them.

~~—0Original Message--
From: -abramoff) Cqmiummy [mailto;abramoif ] Cquuuumgmm
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2001 5:54 PM

To: Ralph Reed |

Subject: FW: Article

Rémember I mentioned the NIGC today? We are going to get them on the Alabama Coushattas
and I told our guy to get them onto the Tiguas as well. gjll§needs to get Indiams to
lead the way.. Let us help with that.

smenOriginal Message——-~=

From: Mike Scanlon {mailto:mike

Sent: Monday, ‘November 12; 2001 5:11 PM

Toi vanhornej

[o:1] abramoffij

Subject: Articie

John, here is a good backgrounder on what they are up too.

Nov. 11, 2001, 12:21ArM |

Despite pitfalls, reservation plans casino opening

By RICHARD STEWART

Copyright 2001 Houston Chronicle -
While the Tigua Indians of far West Texas battle in court to keep their lucrative casino
open, the Alabama-Coushattas of East Texas are learning to deal blackjack, roll roulette
wheels and operate slot machines in what they hope will become the closest gambling hot
spot to Houston. The East Texas casino near Livingston cquld be in operation as early as
Christmas, said Kevin Battise, chairman of the tribal council. But that opening is far
from certain. It is dependent upon the tribe finding a way around legal opposition to
casino gambling by the state government. The attorney general's office would certainly
file a lawsuit to block the opening of a casino.

"If we get into trouble over this, I'm the one who's liable,” Battise said with a chuckle.
"And I don't think I'd do too well in jail.™

What the Alabama~Coushattas are planning in their "entertainment complex® is modest,
Battise said. "We can't afford to start out with a Las Vegas-style resort operation. We
‘have to start out small.” i

He admitted that many members of the combined tribe have no personal love of gambling ér
the crowds that a casino might bring. They need the money a casino could generate.

Two years ago, the tribe voted 201-62 to bring gambling to the reservation.

By that time, their Louisfana cousins had a thriving and growing casine, Grand Coushatta,
north of Kinder, La. While the Texas tribe struggled with soaring unemployment, low wages
and other. problems, they watched their related tribe have full employment and prosperity
fueled By gamblers-many of them from Texas-at their casino.

1
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [o-ullllllllou=WDC/cn=Recipients/cn=abramof{jj on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2001 11:48 AM

To: ‘Mike Scanlon' - e o

Subject: RE: 11} B - S ‘.

Great. kill o

----- Original Message-—-—- . R
From: Mike Scanlon [mailto:mikeCympmunmueing .
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2001 10:19 AM
To: abramoffj
Subject: RE: 1!t

Yes we have photos. Also they are still unloading them if law enforcwment wants to stop ’ N
by.

————— Original Message-—=~-- -
From: abramoff] AENNENNNENS <20 ramoff] NGNS
To: ralph UMY <2 1oht ORI

€C: Mike Scanlon <mike®

Sent: Tue Nov 13 09:51:42 2001

Subject: RE: 11!

1 told scanlon to call ur cell.
Jack Abramoff

~w-—~Original Message--
From: Ralph Reed <ralph(iuam- .

To: ~ab:amffj@m' <abramo ££3 e {INGG_:_
Sent: Tue Nov 13 09:47:31 2001

Subject: RE: 1!

we're on it. have spoken to numerous pastors this a.m. do we havé photos or videotape?
it would help enormously with the (i}

————— Original Message- -
From: abramo£ £3 NN (mailto:abramo£f] A ENNENNNNER
Sent: Tuesday, Novembex 13, 2001 9:40 AM -

To: Ralph Reed !
Subject: 1y

Did you speak with Scanlon? He has a guy on the ground at the Alabama Coushatta
reservation watching them unload hundreds of slot machines!! We need to get the AG
arresting them RIGHT NOW!! We need to get the pastors rallying right now. This is -gqoing
to be death for us. Please let me know what we are going to do. Thanks. )

The information contained in this transmission may.contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended oniy
for the use of the person{s} named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strietly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administratdr diréctlf,«‘ple"ase sSend an 2" : T e I

1
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From: Abramgff, Jack {Dir-DC-Gov) [/o=uiilliov=WDC/cn=Recipients/cn=abramoffj] on behalf
of Abramof, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Friday, November 30, 2001 9:01 AM

To: "Mike Scanion Wiy

Subject: FW: TX

Sounds like he is earning his money! Make sure you keep Kathy and William up to date on
this stuff. '

From: Ralph Reed {mailto:ralphCunmuammmn

Sent: Friday, November 30, 2001 9:40 AM
Tos: Jack Abramoff (E-mail)
Subject: - TX

In approximately 90 minutes, qwill be meeting with 50 pastors led by Ed Young at
Second Baptist in Houston, at which they will present a joint letter signed by leading
religious leaders in the greater Houston area urging the i to take immediate action to
shut down the AC facility in Livingston. "I spoke with Ed Young last night and he will
personally present the letter toQjjjil@ and urge that something be done now. The letter
will be signed by him on Second Baptist stationary, which he rarely does. We have also
coreographed Wil response. The@Bwill state that the law is clear, talk about how
much he wants to avoid a repetition of El Paso, and pledge to take swift action to enforce
the law. He will also personally band Ed Young a letter that commits him to take action
in Livingston. We will shortly receive a copy of this lettex.

GTG-E000023710
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From: Abramoff, Jack {Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Monday, December 03, 2001 9:40 PM

To: "Ralph Reed" ]

Subject: RE: FW: E) Paso Tribe Faces Huge Gambling Loss

Great. We have to shutter Alabama Coushatta and fast.

From: Ralph Reed Imailto:ralph@yumsann

Sent: Monday, Decembexr 03, 2001 8:54 PM

To: 'abramof £ @

Subject: Re: FW: El Paso Tribe Faces Huge Gambling Loss

We are on it" in ways that will greatiy please you.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld {www.BlackBerry.net)

————— COriginal Message-- .
From: abramof£3 YNNG <2bramof £3 ¢ MG

To: Ralph Reed <ralphd

Sent: Tue Dec 04 00:44:51 2001

Subject: FW: El Paso Tribe Faces Huge Gambling Loss

bon’t forget the Kickapoos el

—-=---0riginal Message-—---

From: Vasell, Shawn (Dir-DC-Gov)’®
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2001 2:5% PM
To: DCChoctaw

Subject: El Paso Tribe Faces Hugé~ Gambl:.nq Loss’ -

El Paso Tribe Faces Huge Gambling Loss

Casino Closing Could Impoverish Indian Again T
By Paul Duggan e
Washington Post Staff Writer e T DR
Monday, December 3, 2001; Page A03

EL PASO -- Before they built a gambling casino in 1993 and began raklng 1n téns of :
millions of dellars, the Tigua Indians were mired in poverty here -for decades. Many of -
them lived in adobe shacks with no electricity or plumbing, .surviving on public assistance
and seasonal wages for menial labor in thé farm fields. Im the-last eight years, theix -
Speaking Rock Casine -- 80,000 square feet 6f slot machines and gaming tables —- has

lifted the Tiguas from. sqmalox. The vast profits have .allowed the 1, 200-member tribe to
finance an array of social programs, ending such generations-old Tigua proplems as high.
unemployment, poor health care, substandard housing and inadequate educatxok. But the .

tribe's luck may be running out. g
In a decision that the Tiguas feaxr will mean a return to hard times for theit comum.ty, a
U.S. district judge has ruled in favor of Texas's attorney general in an emotionally

charged lawsult against the tribe, declaring the casino illegal and ordering it closed by
this Friday. But on Tuesday, a higher court agreed to hear the tribe's appeal, scheduling
oral arguments for Jan. 9 and allowing Speaking Rock to remain open in the meantime. -
Attorney General John Cornyn {R), who filed the case in 1999 Hith strong backzng f:om -
then-Gov. George W, Bush, says the

federal aid. The Tiguas and their supporters, howe\ve:,
and say it permits them to run a casins, ’z‘}\ey des\sribé
noting that it was filed after the Tignas ‘cohtri
opponents of Bush and Cornyn in the 1898 STEEEL
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Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, Speaking Rock’'s poker, blackjack and dice
and its 1,100 slot machines -- which attract gamblers from hundreds of miles around
:ly will fall silent early next year. That would mean "economic devastation” for the
L =aid the Tiguas' governor, Albert Alvidrez, and also would hurt El Paso, one of
Texas's poorest cities. "Everything we have will disappear,” said Alvidrez, who helped

d out 1,500 tribal members and non-Tigua casino workers in a recent chanting, horn-

demonstration outside an El Paso hotel, where Cornyn was giving a speech to the
ity Better Business Bureau. "He's not understanding and respecting that Speaking Rock
is a vital engine for the Tigua Indians.” Cornyn does not dispute the beneficial impact of
the casino on the once-destitute tribe. Even U.S., District Judge G. Thomas Eisele, in his
ruling favoring the state, acknowledged that the Tiguas "will regrettably suffer
significant financial injuxy and hardship" without Speaking Rock.. But the judge said
gambling restrictions contained in the 1987 act are "clear and unambiguous.” "Certainly
the orney general appreciates what's at stake for the Tiguas,” said Cornyn’s

Ipie oman, Jane Shepperd. "But there is a huge elephant in the middle of the room here,
and t.at is the law. People who live in America and Texas have to abide by the law. And .
when you engage in illegal gambling, albeit it profitable for your community, you need to
be rocountable.™ Total Desperation The Tiguas' prosperity today is “absolutely
:dible™ compared with the tribe's earlier plight, said El Paso lawyer Tom Diamond, who
representing the Tiguas for free in the early 1960s and helped them gain state and -
federal aid in the pre-casino decades. When he first visited the Tiguas 40 years ago,
Dzarvund said, “"they were totally desperate,” living in shacks without heat or running
- on their 66~acre reservation surrounded by the city of El Paso. "They were surviving
20th century the way they had as abo:iginal Indians. They were going out in the
and bunting jackrabbits to eat. They were digging up fesquite trees so they could
Make res to cook their bread." Health conditions "were terrible,” Diamond said. Many
teenage:s quit high school because they had to work to help support their families.
recalled looking for the tribe's chief one day and fxnding him stooped in a cotton
"an old man of 80 out there dragging a .sack down the rows.” Although the tribe's
ances improved somewhat with state and federal aid in the 1970s and '80s, -Diamond
. couldn’'t have imagined in my wildest dreams” the transfomation that took place
sfier the Tiguas opened the casino on their resexvatxon in 1983. Last year alone,
according to Alvidrez, Speaking Rock genexated about "$60 dion in revenue for the tribe.
Through the Tigua government's profit-shaxing plan, all tribal members in, 1998 got $8,000
from the casino revenue, and $15,000 in each of the last two years. That's only a small
part L the revenue; with the rest, the tribe has started other businesses, including a
chain of cenvenience stores, and has built a tribal courthouse, a tribal police station, a
health clinie, a recreation center, and a library that offers numerous education programs
for children. About 800 of the tribe's 1,200 members 1ivé ‘ih.the El Paso area, most of
thew on the resexrvation, Alvidrez said. About half of- the 800-are adults. The unemployment
rate among that group used to be more Chan 50" paxcent, Alvidrez said. :Now.it is virtually.
zero, largely because the tribal government bas hized. scores of' them to help administer
numerous new social programs. The profit-sharing payments to. Tigua children are put in'a
trust fund, to be withdrawn only after a recipient turns 18 and has a high. school diploma
or equivalency degree. That education incentive, .combined with the library programs and - :
the better jobs now held by parents in the tribe, has lowered the Tiguas' dropout rate ‘
£rom 50 percent to 2 percent, according to the tribe, which annually awards thousands.of
dollars in college scholarships to members. Earning Independence Of Speaking Rock's 800
enployees, -only about 50 are Tiguas, Alvidrez' said. About a third of the B00 workers were
unehployed before the casino opened, and almost all the others held jobs that paid less

than their current salaries, ding to an ic study’ commissioned by the tiibe.

When Evonne Rodriguez, 27, who is not a Tigua, quit her job as a grocery cashier five

years ago to become a slot machine supervisor at Speaking Rock, her pay nearly doubled to
$10.52 an hour, and for the first time in her working life, she had health insurance. With

the pay increase, she said, she was able to buy her first car and move oit of her mother's
home and inte a $600-a-month duplex. "X had a sense of finally being independent,® said
Rodriguez, the single mother of a 2-year-old girl. Sylvia Granillo, 32, also a single

mother, said she was a welfare recipient living in a public housing complex, unable to

find a good job in the tough El Paso economy, before she was hired as a clerk by the Tigua
government in 1997, with a $27,000 salary, health insurance and other benefits. As a Tigua
with a dependable job, she became eligible to buy a house in a 300-acre subdivision the-

tribe is developing near the reservation. The tract, which the Tigua government bought in

1997, is a former cotton farm whers tribal membe:s once toiled for meager wages. Eighty- v
«ight houses with from three to six bedrooms have been- built, | [and 164 -more are planned.. :
They are available to tribal members according to need, at prices based on their incomes.

2 -
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"It's changed my life tremendously," Granillo said. "My worry now is for my children and
what their future will be like." For members who do not work for the tribe and do not have
health insurance, the Tigua government provides free coverage. There are programs for the
elderly that provide regular medical checkups, free meals, and help with rent and utility
bills. "What's happened to the Tiguas is just an upside-down total economic revolution,*
piamond said. "It's night turned to day." Laws and Politics Sometimes called the "“new
buffalo" because of the prosperity it has created for many tribes, casino gambling on
Indian reservations has become a nearly $10 billion-a~year industry since the 1980s.
Congress allows it as a means of promoting economic self-sufficiency for Native Americans
who lost much of their ancestral land and resources to centuries of European settlement.
Opponents of Indian-run casinos have called them "a racket,” saying tribes are no more
entitled to profit from gambling than other U.5. citizens. But that is not the issue in
Texas's lawsuit against the Tiguas. The case concerns the 1987 Tigua Restoration Act,
which allowed the tribe to receive fedexal aid. Both sides in the case agree that under
the act, the Tiguas are allowed to conduct games of chance ~- but only games that the
Texas government also is allowed to conduct under state law. The provision was included in
the federal act at the behest of gambling opponents in Texas. In defending the casino,
lawyers for fhe tribe point to the 1991 state law that established the Texas lottery. They
contend that the law is so broadly written that the state government, if it wanted to,
could open a gambling hall. As a result, the lawyers say, the Tiguas also should be free
to operate Speaking Rock. Cornyn disagrees with that interpretation, and so does the judge’
who ordered the casino closed. Other Native American tribes across the country run
gambling enterprises under the federal Indian Gaming Requlatory Act of 1988, which permits
casinos on Indian land. In a separate lawsuit several years ago, the Tiguas defended their
casino by arguing that the 13988 act should supersede the gambling restrictions in the
Tigua-specific 1987 act. But they lost that case.

"[Coxnyn] took an ocath to uphold the laws of the state of Texas, and that's what the
citizens expect him to do,™ said Shepperd, the attorney general's spokeswoman. She
dismissed the tribe's allegations of political retribution as "nothing more than a
conspiracy theory." Bush, when he was governor, also denied any political motive for .
opposing the casino. "Tribal officials knew full well that they were partaking in illegal
ganmbling, " Shepperd said. "And now, unfortunately, the tribal members and casino staff are
suffering as a result.”

{c)} 2001 The Washington Post Company

The information contained in this transmission may contain
privileged and confidential information. It is intended only
for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message.

To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an
email to postmastex
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From: Abramoft, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) [/o-UiIIIR-WDC/cr=Recipientsicn=abramoffi} on behalt
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2001 10:17 AM

To: 'Mpsscanlonm

Subject: RE: are you cailing Kathy daily?

Fantastic. I have complete faith in you. Ralph is toast from now on, oxr we'll only give
him & sYight &crap: Pathetic, By the way; I chatted with Petras. They are jazzed about
our coming. We're rock stars up there. Now it's time to pay for the concerti!

me-==Original Message- - .

From: Mpsscanlonm [mailto:Mpsscanlon@—
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2001 11:05 AM

To:  abramoffjé

Subject: RE: are you calling Kathy daily?

1'bave been keeping them very up to date - for exgmple i sent them the letter {JJjJJ#srote:
to the pastor'in time for todays council meeting etc. Also, they aré much more- concernmed
with the elass 3 facildity than this little ohe, that siad we nsed a win bad, and/i an on..
it ~ 3 wish we didnt send this over to ralph - i think i could have made better use of the:
month pre-opening — but we did and now we just have to keep the pressure on and tell the
client that its going to take a little longer. this fight could go for another month, but
i have a few ideas we can bat arcund tommorow that could end it sooner;

subj: RE: are you calling Kathy daily?

Date: Mon, 3 Dec 2001 10:40:14 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: abramoffj

Tos Mpsscanlon

This is scary. We have to deliver something. Have you been sharing all ‘the steps we have
taken? Have you assured them that it'll be shuttered very soon? I am worried. about this.

GTG-£000028202
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Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) (Io:-WDCIm=Recipientslm=abramoﬁj1 on behalf

From: N
of Abramoff, Jack (DIr-DC-Gov) .

Sent: Wednésday, December 18, 2001 8:32 PM

To: ‘Mike Scanfon’

Subhject: RE: TEXAS-Alabama-Coushatta casino.now epen

Rill kill kil

s wiwwweOriginal Messagew—sw--
From: Mike Scanlon {mailto:mike&

Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2001 5:47 PM

Tor -~ abramoffj . ..
Subjgctx RE: TEXAS-Alabama-Coushatta casino now open

Hot yey- we will do s¢ now!

v———-Original Mesgsage——..-— - By ,
From: abramoff£je s2bramoffy . .
To: Mike Scanlon e@! .

Sent: Wed Dec 19 '17:48:19 2001 -

Subject: RE: TEXAS-Rlabama-Coushatta casino now open

Have we launched on Cornyn? We need to do so now..

. =———~Original Message----—-

From: Mike Scanlon {mailto:miked

Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2001 5:43 M. . .

‘Tosz abramof£j . . - e

Subject: Fw:’ TEXAS-Alabama-Coushatta casino now open — R
Any day now ralph! LT . n .

:—;thiginal Message————

From: Brian J. Mann <brianimannii S . .

To: Aaron Stetter <aaron : David Flaherty <david Erin
Yeatman <exin s Amy Biledérman % Patrick Gould .. - i ‘n
<pat 7 Mike Scanlon <mike Chris Cathcart . .

‘Sent: wed. Dec 18 17:22:22 2001 . : ) ; ' .
' Subject: TEXAS-Alabama-Coushatta casino now open ) .

Alabama-Coushatta casino now open

Byt Martin L. de VoreDecember 18, 2001
- KINGWOOD OBSERVER : S :
- In.the 1989 Kevin Costner movie Field of Drdams, a mysterious voice tells Costner's’
character, "If you bulld it, they will come.” That same advice apparently holds true for
‘the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe's new casino as huge crowds have been flocking there since its

cpening in November. -

Tribal official Edwin Battiste said that the number of people visiting the new casino
doesn't surprise him. "We would see all those buses full of people heading east to-
Louisiana. In Louisiana, at the casinos, we'd see all those cars with Texas license-
plates. We knew that our casino would draw a lot of people. Our fear was that we wouldntt

be able to accommodate them all, said Battiste. An attractive bullding located amid the ~ .
rolling hills and forests 17 miles east of Livingston, just off V.S. Hwy. 190, the casino
features 210 gambling machihes -~ including nickel slots,. quarter slots, dollar slots and

video poker -~ and six table games. As gamblers play the slots or test their skills

against the house in card games, attendants patrol the floor =~ providing change, serving "
refreshments or just providing additional information." The casino 13.open 24 hours a day.
Curxently,. no liquor is served and no-buffet is available. Upon arrival, visitors axe

- [
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greeted at the front door and directed to eithex one of two doors. If someone has never
been there before, they are directed to the left and a desK where they will be signed yp,
free of charge, as members of the Royal Rewards Club and issued an identification card on
the spot if they are of legal age and have no criminal record. Only club members may
" gamble and you mitst have youxr card with you to enter the gaming facilitiés. Those who are
" -already members enter the building through the right and may head straight to the .gaming
area after being checked in. Compared to the Louisiana casinos in the Shreveport and Lake
. Charles areas, the Alabama-Coushatta facility has less parking and lacks some of the
assoclated amenities such as large hotels and sideline entertainments- such as laige
concerts of Las Vegas type of shows. The nearest large restaurants are located in-
Livingston or Woodville and there are no gasoline stations on U.S. Huwy. 190 between
Livingston and the reservation. On the other hand, the Alabama-Coushatfa casino is much
closer to the Kingwood, Humble and east Montgomery County aress than its Louisiana :
cotinterparts. It is . also on dry land Ap gueasiness triggered by the rolling of the casino
- -boats on the water won't detract from visitors' fun. And the relaxing drive through the
rolling fore:teq;ogngryside is worth a trip alone. The casino bullding itself is notable.
Blending in seamlessly with both the forest and the architecture of the other reserxvatiop
buildings surrcdunding it, the casino boasts tall ceilings, attractive natural Cypress
4nterior walls and carpeting featuring Native American designs. The games and slots are
located in two huge rooms that form the shape of an "L.” The building alsoc contains bill
changing machines, a cashiers' section with multiple windows and a snack area where such
“treats as pizza.ww s, drinks angugthesr sgtenan«:c can be obtained. One of the few °
complaints leveled at 2.t caeino, 48 ‘that there are long lines at each slot machine.
“However, that's not necessarily so -— it really depends on what day and what time you are
.- there. Weekends are naturally the most crowded days and nights while weekday mornings
usually have the lightest traffic. Battiste said that the overcrowding problem might be
solved by exzpansion., "Right now, we only have the small building so we aren't able to °
.completely date large ds like we would like to;" Battiste said. "We feared that
would happen so Wwe axe planning to build a bigger facility.” If built, the facility would
probably be located on tribal land adjmcent todU:S:H¥y. 59, south of the town of Moscow,
Battiste said. To get to the casino from Humble, XKingwood or Montgomery County, head north
-on U.8: Hwy. 59 goXddSniston, At Livingston, take the Business 59 exit and head north on
Business 59 until you hit the intersection of U.S. 190. Take a right on 190 and head east
fox approximately 18 miles. Turn right-at the main entrance to the Alabama-Coushatta
Indian reservation. The casino will be located on the right side about a third of a mile
south of Hwy. 190. You can't miss it ~- just look for the parking lot that's full of cars.

g
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Jack Abramoll

- January 2, 2002

Ralph Reed
Century Strategies, LLC

Dear Ralph:

Please give me a call once you've received this.
Regards,

Jack Abramoff ’ Q ‘
Senior Director
Governmental Affairs

JA:ab -
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MEMORANDUM

TR WILLIAM

FROM:  MIKESCANLON

SUBJECT: AC

DATE:  Ve/2m

o JACK A
Gentdemen,

Victory i ours. As 2 result of our political pressure, the Texas Auomey
General filed a lawsuit in federal court on Friday o shut down the Alabama
Coushana’s “entertainment center” in Livingston.

This means that the threat of a class 11 facility near Houston has been
completely eliminated AND the smaller facility will be shut down as well. To
put this in perspective, the Tigua’s facility has been open an operating illegally
in Texas for 6 years. We shut down The Alabama Cousbatta Facility in roughly.
ninety days. ' ' :

Mike

BB/L.C 015391
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n: _ Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) Fo=INBNIA=WDC/cn=Recipients/cn=abramofij] on behalf
of Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)
Sent: Sunday, January 06, 2002 4:23 PM
To: ‘Mike 