
Managing the FDLP Electronic Collection: A Policy and Planning Document. 
 

The FDLP EC provides permanent public access to U.S. Government publications in digital 
formats. This edition incorporates advances in the theory, technology, and practice of managing 
digital collections, and recognizes the reality of a program in which over 65% of titles are online, 
and the expectation that every title in FDLP will be available in digital format within five years.  
The EC consists of preservation copies in dark archives and access copies maintained by GPO or 
its partners in light archives for the convenience of reference.  

New Assumptions  

• Information included in the FDLP EC is public information published by an official 
source, i.e. the publishing agency or other trusted source.   

• GPO will certify EC digital content with varying levels of authentication dependant upon 
provenance, chain of custody, and level of quality assurance in the digitization process.  

Official Status of EC Content  

Information included in the FDLP EC is U.S. Government public information published by 
official sources.  While all FDLP EC content is official information, the level of confidence in 
individual digital publications can vary.  GPO provides EC digital content with varying levels of 
authentication dependant upon provenance, chain of custody, and level of quality assurance in or 
type of output from a legacy digitization process.   

In order to be certified as authentic EC digital content must be obtained from or its data origin 
verified by the publishing agency.  Typically this will be born digital content for which GPO has 
been directly involved in the publication process. 

The next level of certification will be for content obtained from trusted sources, such as digital 
publications harvested from publishing agency Web sites or created from source data files used 
to create print publications.  Partner institutions creating digital preservation masters in 
accordance with accepted program specifications are also trusted sources. 

Other EC digital content, for example content derived from print publications distributed through 
the FDLP, may be accepted from unofficial sources such as institutions creating digital access 
copies that do not conform to the accepted specifications for preservation masters.  Acceptable 
unofficial sources also include non-Governmental Internet archives from which GPO may obtain 
a digital access copy.  Low confidence access copies thus acquired may be replaced with 
preservation quality files when an opportunity to do so occurs. 

 


